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O Nistory of that flend-
fsh, devilish and sinister
L% band of blackmailers and
1 assissins grouped under
)% the banper of “The
' Black Hand” is complete
" without a chapter devot-
ed to the tireless and heroic efforts. of
Joseph Pétrosino, the New York detec-
tive wilose 1ife was the forfeit for his
patriotism and loyalty to the country of

his adoption.

Taking his life into his hands was an
glmost. daily oceurrence with this mar:
tyr, and it was due greatly to his efforts
that the New York, Police Department
stands pre-eminent in the war on that
band of cutthroats and bomb tossers
that has dperated with such dire results
in the big and little cities of the New
World. To the majority of the members
of the New York Police Department
credit will alivays be given “Joe"” Petro-
gino as the miaster mind in the great
fight against the Black Hand.

"o s “~'a pecords compiled and

d by “Joe” Petrosino,

»d among the mass of

bearing on the work of

oliceman, and treasured

aes he left behind, that I

. 4te the series of articles

treating of the Black Hand and the part

the Italian squad under Petrogino's
direction played in combating it

His Murder Unavenged.

“Joe" Petrosino was born in Pidua, in
the province of Campania, fifty-two years
ago. It was on the evening of March 12,
1909, that he was so foully murdered in
the Piazza Marina, in Palermo. That
murder to-day stands as a signal victory
for the Black Hand, and to ‘the shame of
the United States and Italy it is still un-
avenged.

Petrosino's father, a tailor, emigrated
to New York with his family in the early
seventies of the last deéntury. At that
tinge Mulberry Bend was the Mecca for
the two or threé thousand Italians living
fn New York city, and there the Petro-
ginos took up their abode. At that time
the Irish far outnumbered the Italians in
thie section of the city, and many bitter
battles were fought between the sons of
the rival aliens. “Joe” bore his part in
¢hage conflicts and from the first demon-
strated that his fists were all the weap-
ons. he needed in fighting his way through
Piblic ‘School No.' 23, at Bayard and
Mufberry Sfreects, where he received his
early education. In those days the ri-
valry between the Irish and Italian chil-
dren was so keen and the former so far
outnumbered the latter that the Italian
children never dared to leave the school
for their homes except in groups. The-
boy Petrosino convoying a flock of little
ones of his own nationality was pro-
phetic of the future, for his manhood
was devoted to shielding Monest com-
patriots from the ever increasing de-
mands and depredations of the Camorra
and the Mafia.

By selling newspapers in the streets
and blacking boots “Joe” was able to add
to the slender purse of the Petrosino fam-
ily and in his spare moments practised
on his beloved violin. Music was 4 pas-
sion with the boy, and when fourteen
years old, with several youths of his own
age, he made a tour of the Southern
cities as an itinerant street musician. It
was the boy’s dream to so perfect him-
gelf on the violin that he might procure
a position in a theatre orchestra, but he
had neither the time nor money to de so.

Realizing he must increase his earn-
ings in order to help out materially at
home, Joe went to work for a butcher.
He later was employed in an Italian
bapk and still later as a timekeeper for
an Italian squad working for a railroad
contractor. At this time the streéts of
New York were cleaned under the super-
vision of the Police Department and
young Petrosino obtained a position as
overseer of one of the dumping piers at
the North River.

He Becomes & Policeman,

Here his earnest work attracted the
attention of Police Captaig Williams,
then known as “‘the Tsar of the Tender-
loin.” Williams, deeply impressed by
the young Italian’s resolute manner, fine
physique, clear eye and head, suggested
that he become & policeman. Joe was
not impressed with the idea at first, and
it was a year before Captain Williams’
persuasions bore fruit and Joe donned 2
uniform. The young man made just the
ideal policeman shat Williams predictéd
he would, and for twenty-five yea®s ho
went about his duties in a conscientious
and painstaking manner, with the result
that never a black mark was registered
against him. Joe had no influential
friends at court and in those days ad-
vancement only came through “pull”
It was ten years before the young Italian
“copper,” disliked by the Irish contin-
gency, which dominated the department, |
won his first advancement to the grade
of roundsman. Exceptionally elever
work brought him still another promo-
tion four years later, when he donned
the chevrons of a sergeant, which in
iliose days corresponded to the rank of
the lieutenant of to-day. He was-as-
signed to the Detective Bureau and in
that department achieved an ' interna-
tional reputation.

While his work as a detectivs from the
very first was of the highest order and
proved that he was the most useful and
resourceful man in the bureau, interna-
tional fame did not come to Petrosino
until the last ten ygars of his life, and
this through his relentless warfare on
the Black Hdnd.
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The early efforts of Petrosino as a de-
tective were confined to the bands of
Italian confidence men who infested the
steamship piers and preyed upon fellow
countrymen homeward bound. Petrosino
sent 133 of these sharpers to Sing Sing.
He, single handed, uncovered the prime
leaders in the “ypegurrection frauds,”
which called for tireless ;and exception-
ally clever detective work. With every
lawléss Italian operating in the United
States his sworn enemy Petrosino circu-
lated amongz them, and found alive and
well scores of men who had been pro-

| nounced “dead” -in order to collect the |
| money for which they had been insured.

His success in detecting crime among
his fellow countrymen soon attracted the

detectives appealed.

circulation. Many of the
rested. and sent fo Stat
Petrosino, and since his d
completion of their terms,
saine men have been appre
turned to prison by Willial
Oue of ghe most daring
tective work ever acc
Petrosino was his discove
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attention of the United States Sceret |
Service Bureau, and to him many federal |
He unearthed the |
pand of counterfeiters who were coining |
spurions United States money in Naples |
and shipping it to the United Stetes for |

never ceasing regret of this truly great
detective was the lack of appreciation
shown in Washington of this discovery
and the failure of the Secréet Service to
act upon . the advice and warning the
modest detective offered. There are men
in ‘the Police- Department to-day who
insist that had the Seeret Service oper-
atives heeded Pretosino’s warning Presi-
dent MeKinley would not have attended
the exposition at Buffalo, where in the
Temple of Music the writer saw him
shot to death.

In that reign of anarchisti¢ terror fol-

lowing the murders of the Empress off

Austria and King Huombert of Italy, in
1898 and 1900, respectively, the Secret
Service Bureau received anonymous in-
formation ‘that a plot was afoot to as-
sassinate the rulers of the principal
kingdoms of the world, and included in
the list of those marked for death was
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the President of the United States. It

was further added that the Continental
“reds” had insisted that the scheme

would be materially aided should the |

Chief Executive of this country be the
first to pay the forfeit. Panic reigned
in Washington for a time when 4t was

discovered . that there was mnot a man |

among the operatives well enough quali-

fied to go and live among the anarchists |

in this country and wring from them the
inner secrets of their clan,

Following an appeal to the New York
Police Department, Petrosino was the |
man assigmed to the work, aud accord- |
ingly he took up his residence in Puater- |
son, 'N. J., at that time a hotbed ‘of |
anarchism, e soon ingratiated himself |
with the leaders of the “reds” and joined |
their secret sociefies, all the”while pick- i
ing up information that substantiated his |
gravest fears as to the despergte nature )

of the men he was associating with. Had
| his identity been suspected for a moment
| his life would not have been worth a
penny, for they would have murdered him
|'in his tracks. Fortunately for him he
was not so widely known at this time,
! for had this assignment come to him two
years later he could not have fraternized
| with these men an hour before his iden-
tity would have been discovered. Every
| foreign criminal coming to this country
was warned to familiarize himself with
Petrosino’s features the moment he land-
ed here or clse his freedom would be
short lived.

As a result of Petrosino’s sojourn in
Paterson he unearthed the plot to assas-
sinate President McKinley. He hurried
to Waghington and laid his information
before the authorities there and pleaded
that the gmard sbout the President be
doubled, .that under: ne ecireumstances

{ sino repeated his

“Mr. McKinley abandc

| low detectives. A pewshoy scam
by shouting “H. _n&\zgai:;,‘ L1l aboy

bad sworn to get him?”

pite his high strung and sensitive tem-
perament, and to see this ordinarily taci-
turn and fearless man weeping as copi-
ously and hysterically as a woman came
as a revelation to his comrades, one of

newsboy had so unconsciously admin-
istered for months afterward. R

But in dealing with the Black Hand
Petrosino found conditions entirely dif-
ferent from those that govern the
anarchists. This great band of eriminais
is not a definite organization, with of-
ficers, board of directors and bylaws
and constitution. Instead it is a floating
body, composed of a myriad of swaller

agencies whose units are ever changing,
increasing or decreasing as the nature
of the crims in eontemplation demands.
Sometimes these groups inclirde as many
as two score plotters, while at others
they simimer down to three or four oper-
-ators, and in some instances to a single
individual. Yet always the deed is done
docording to formula. The leaders of the
Black Hand ave invariably men who hold
their leadership by virtue of capacity,
. and are likély to vary with separife
ventures.

The title for the bands engaged in
crimes of this nature was probably first
employed by a Sicilian bandit who had
heard of the exploits of a band of Spanish
brigands and anarchists who had styled
themselves “The Bilack Hand.” As the
crimes of this Sicilian and these wheo
banded themselyes under his leadership
became more frequent and more ra-
pacious attendant publieity naturally
followed, until the newspapers took
. up the hue and ery of the police and
made the appellation fit all erimes, such
as murder and blackmail, in which
Italians figured as the principals.

In the first four years of his stay in
the detective bureau Petrosino spent his
days and nights among fellow country-
men, always eleverly disguised and al-
ways on the alert to pick up information
dealing with the depredations of the cold
blooded criminals he was trailing. = Ital-
jans driven to the United States by the
activity of the police in their native land
came in hordés, and conditions were tipe
for flooding the land of hope and prom-
ise with as daring and secretive a band
of cutthreats as ever escaped the ‘gal-
lows. . The: majority of these had emi-
grated from Southern Italy, Naples, Sie-
ily and Calabvria, all of whom were al-
ready cognizant of the operations of ‘the
Camorra and Mafia, and, farthermore,
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Petrosino was rarely emotishl,_;.' 1al, ‘de- |

would gubmit to any form of tort ! 2T
3 N Tastnre e walk Iortally OG- IE e

F"@'ﬂ‘t' iceman,
 Hundreds of instances o

| to prove the daring, courage

minded integrity of “Joe”

them saying afterward that Petrosino | With never a single blemish on his recs
did not recover from the shock the little e

ord as a policeman, he stood pre-e

as the model policeman of the New York
department. What he achieved
never been equalled by any other
tective, and many of these achiev

he regarded as mere routine,
refraining from giving them

licity which the average policeman
ardently courts and which would have
served to establish the reputation of any
one of them had they been. so fortunate
as to have figured as the detective in the
i ‘ ey

Though he was a devout man '
ever heard this chief of the m\nw
reau discuss religion, His best friends
asrert, however, that he never sallied
forth on an especially perilous qw
or appeared in court to testify in' &
Black Hand case but that he first visited
his priest and received absolution. His
fellows in the Italian squad are a unit in
declaring that “Joe” could have made a
million in graft had he closen. = -

The best proof of his sterling honesty
is the financinl condition of the yumii
wife, who learred of her husband's tragie
death as her firstborn nestled at her
breast. Mrs. Fetrosino was not, left
penniless, for “Joe” had no extrava-
gances and never dissipated. but th&rb
was barely enough to keep the wolf from
her door until the Legislature passed
the bill introduced hy the late Senator
“Tim” Sullivan providing ter with a
pension of $2,000'a year. . i v

With sueh an enviable record made ia
his pursuit of criminals in this counﬁ
it seemed a relentless trick of fate that
designated him the man who must go to
the heart of the Camorrists’ lair and con-
fer with the Italian authorities as to the
best means of checking Black Hand
Gepredations 'n the United States. Fop-
eign criminals, due to lax laws at Ameri-
ean ports of entry, had been flocking to
the United States in droves, and even
when apprehended the framers of statutes
at Wadshington had been so remiss im
their duties that it was almost impos-
sible to bring about their deportation.

The Department of Commerce and
Labor had never awakened to the men-
ace of Black Hand operatives and these
arch conspirators and blackmailers came
and went at will. “Since federal aid was
not to be relied upon Commissioner Bing-
ham, after exhaustive correspondence
with Italian police heads, decided that
the best means of checking these depré
dations would be to send a trusted emis-
sary to Italy where he at first hand
could piek up the eriminal records of
many Italians then in the United States.
With these facts at hand it was belleved
that scores could be deported before they
had the opportunity/of launching uponm
fresh careers of crime, . .

He Insisted Upon Going.

Fully realizing how hazardous such a
mission was and at the same time ap-
preciating Petrosino’s unparalleled worth
to the department, General Bingham did
not care to have his Italian squad leader
take such a risk. But Petrosino argued
that inasmuch as he was the man who
had led the fight against Italian crim.
imals he would not shirk in’the face of
danger and under no ecircumstances
should a substitute be sent. Every care
and precaution was taken to keep the
contemplated mission a secref and orders
were given that not a line should creep
into the newspapers about Petrosino’s
European trip. This order, however, was
disregarded and the contemplated voy:
age of the Italian detective was heralded
in a New York newspaper.

Arriving in' Rome, Petrogino presented
his credentials to Ambassador Griscom,
and armed with other papers he setout
on his search forithe records of crimingls
who had sought refuge in the United
States. His journeys through Italy and
the mannér in which his footsteps were
cé:gged Bave been dwelt on at length in

e many accounts published of his s
in Italy. Mﬁop‘ ﬁ g
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me he, proceeded

Palermo, where his presence in the offica
of the American Consul threw. that offis
cial into-a state of panic, knowing as
great detective was sought by the' Mafia,
whose stronghold was in that city. . -

To the consternation of those 3
knew of the mission. of Petrosiso - to
Palermo, the detective and a companiomn
Iefg Petrosino’s lodging house and pu-
ceeded in the direction of the  Piagza
Maurino., . As they turned into the beaits
“tiful piazza, according to. a sailor,
lone witness to the tragedy, Petrosino’s
| eompanion abruptly turned and Jleft
+him. At that instant several s,

fired from the defective's reas, ™ r
out and Joe Petrosino sank te the -
| walk mortally wonaded. -




