and covered of the bag| It was a dark night and a'damp
S‘MMW !"dtw(etber. He|haze thickened the gloom.  Stone
took Seme trouble, and when he was|walls and ragzed thorn bushes leap-
satisfied it looked as if the bag had|{ed up in the glare of the lamps and
been earelels]y placed where it |faded, but one could - see mnothing
would be-out of sight . but ready’to outside the briyht beam. This was a
be pieked up qujwy,,, it its owner disadvantage, because Foster could
ot tell where he was and much- -de-

bloll! 'thlpon
dov%s, ﬂmhﬂr, ‘he

nent. ﬁhemmu lighted 2 c te.
wn,-ao ‘doubt, go back to Canada | s & 'ﬁderstam! .you were rather
and cet on his’ track. I'd ks to set|fond of my pmns:.mm nce !'aatk-
M "Im' wrence ﬁij:—‘ani} *erstone ** he remarked. - -
: ié’ & g gl e 6 g A meant to leave: tho hoube‘lna hutry
mi;.g v g| ver eable “you tleman.” Ao .
his time un!:lm iﬁ:ogy‘%nt at ”»reeedw nt '“—’; %xxpect yfm ':t‘notnhe got', intg ‘Moreover, if an “thought = ft|pended on his reaching. the ‘station
1.don’t  see how it could be sdone.|trouble.”” - '::or: ﬁ:m;, tlg lookldn::e;r, :&19 ‘:h: ;:ti::ut{y tb:nﬁgzz :ﬁ::?c 'Zi'fe

Carmen’s reason for sending such a ¢ ained - at -his ‘blunt-|the r's eou nguis rather
men something ghe valued gwudm- ::t dild?n make no excuse for 'Mt‘:v :’g;'::; t':&:”@?fwm 8 ne:s&n“ll‘(;::dps?nfething about: it |ed and Lawrence’s’ name was ‘eri- | his plan would be spoiled at the start
poglt‘;lil‘i);? ;;gle'::;:n ‘was not Foster's| '‘He made good afterwards,” Fos- Fe&ﬁxerstone left him"} soon .after- sir. Perhaps Mr.'Lawrence was a|graved upon the lock. Fostér, who | i tth;ﬂ;ﬂ?!:{‘"f:ﬁ::te- ogyt ::ﬂ::;i na
business, and after lunch he caught|ter interposed. | wards and he stﬂ’ed in the 1 {little wild. It sometimes happens in{had fearned from the railway. mﬂde\ ;‘: 2y l: ”; :h v::tcn, Bat it ai .
a train to Hexham and,: finding he| .y, tried to think so, but it 100ks | untiy ‘dnner, whiclf Ne found a mel- | very good families.” | M woulty eV e e o distract-John’s
could get ho farther, spent/he e d P one ean’t make> good. The ~*Just 80, §aid Foster. “Would|arranged that he shonld be'lett ‘aloné [not seem _prudent to distract-Jo
i omcHAmmBorder tow\!r‘m punishment for ~a.wrong done; or : ybn be surprised to hear hé hadn't|for a mingte or two im the hall. 1f |attention. ‘often. -

An Offer of Help Sy consented to; must be ‘borne. Well, g0t out of that trouble yet?”’ the fellow * made good use of the|' By and b: tltl: wsl:s ;:nlifhed :;;ﬁ

It rained and the light ;m going|when I learned the truth I went to |\ “Not surprised exactly; I was time, so mueh the better. :“h::e& ed“m th: lﬂr . hi ‘Lot
when Foster sat.in a window seat of{the man my son had. robbed and an atr d_of something like it, sir.’ < “Affer putfing on @’ grey water- mi mﬁ ki t-mo“ hivr g
the library at the Garth.  He wag|offered to repay him. He sait} he talked careleqsly ﬁbout t“ g8 of oster knew this 'was as muc¢h as|proof, leggings, and stromg hoots, ru:n ng cﬁattl;:h o: gn ﬁe i .c kg
alone, but did ot . mind this. The|Wwould fake no méney, for roasons|importance he did his best th B i he e e e m?dhat o w:)nldom e l:m ity inicline, (01 judge by the heavy
Featherstones treated him as one of |that T ought to grasp, and sent me |up. . Still, ‘although they somefimes|could trust the s i r(;:nn o eil % ke nt throb of the- ,engine. Shallow. ruts,
T MBI D Ys fipe it do. witel [t igia oy ke d R hnéhed S amn::lment‘feg;:: 2 d “Ve:‘y a::“witll:{yh(z&rxlt:e::t:z?; Lﬁu“tew::d sthzlnczooi:;@:heec:::d filled with water, ran on in ‘the blaze

w ad talked)hard and very just’’ " R forced there was a ¢ ous g of {danger,, oo ek T s s S ; e
ix: ;iikmedf orxildu?l::le, h:‘;)r,h Bl gast] - Fentuaratine “ghnsed; abos Mobier | ftension, and he thoushtlh‘s Feather- penxnlssion I must try to see him a;’;ng a p:tsluge as the visil't‘or ;vas :ﬁa:heaex;: ou::;:?t ::l:::x::t :::::
SIS ST g AR N srehrotis T VG RPN & i -wo'rd‘s'o;.pwk- 2 TR B s . vy Lt thrOugh.y:I;tr;n:’};l;;:;’t"your R :to:: :::mtlde relc’:i‘:ey ’h:vnlx!er:nd e;zs:: the darkness was impenetrable. Fos-
' ward sympathy, waited until he re-!strain. suppose ] ? 3 : ;
took Out. EheiBRITS ; dl@:)sﬁsizdt;?kﬁeg t‘;:t‘ black and|Sumed: “I am a magistrate, pledged | When the meal was over h.e made| “Yes, sir. If it’s for Mr. Law-|pulled out his watch. As there was tell'v 1;0‘:0;7;:{11 \;:Bonzoxggz‘;satoihz
»,plixxﬁfgd S(i?evg;lt?:ful});lk::t the dripping, above the ‘Wet drive. Be-|to do my duty; but I helbed my boy|an £xcuse’ for leavinm + thens alond; {Tonte, yoU can fake It that I il o lhoml Im bosafboricolok s o fh‘ia:: ’;n. one ‘way, he_was plunging
cover aid ot seem to have been re-| teen thetr trunks he saw the river, {t0 scaps, and the man I was atraid [but some time MG, ADee ) TR e sondual e g s :) i };awo: ; notti e?te?tttoabg ? s into” troubls that might have been
moved. It cowidi- Nok:RAVE: oo ¥en oy ey elia’ Sunt® brawling among |0f did nothing, though heé knew: Af-|came into the hall,, where he sat|pretty well? ol BAY, e 10 Coubl intehded 1o re- avoided; but he had beén . prudent
placed by another; because = the !> ks of foam|ter a time I'went to him again, '&nd quietly thinking. She was calm, but; “Not like a professional sir, ‘but|turn to the station across the moor, 5
originak address was there and he tll:etstonets,hagd the s;re:. Zo(t)r ee: olln'he I caa i S SRRp g ety B s aho ond e ahadt the'n ow we don’t keep a chauffeur I where he could eateh the Tast train,)long enough and found a .strange
oy Cszzrlne;;iehh?xidnidtg?tl ttll:;nr; :,u(:e; ;30; ?fhelf c:o :ew beggy fields | woulll not interfere so long as Law- threatened danger. He got up as|often drive to the station.” Allowing for the long drive, he could :a:itﬁ?tvlv::;tigdllg::l;l;?::-h}':e?odteih ::)0
could have been tampered with. Be~ ran back -into the mist 'that hung)reénce stayed away, but must be free she advanced, but she beckoned him| ‘‘That's satisfdctery. I may want|not stop iong at Jthe Garth; but Fos- B e i el vepaia: N i meRihry of
sides, the man had only had it for a| .. / ; ire threw a |10 take the proper line if he cameltp sit down. .} the car tomorrow eveming, but no-|ter ‘miust give Fea.therstone time :
ite or two, and if he had opened {8bout the hills.. A red Ire threw a : o, ol body else muts know about this.” enough.  The latter had = rather|the look Alice had given him. The
T bably have taken some-|S0ft glow about the library. The |back. It's obvious now that He knew My father has told mabont the| bod. ” e Wiy £Ho Warih colvtiF Sress ko ber
ltthl:gou;gtp;‘gﬂzag Ny SRR RS sdmewhﬂst g v ] A falﬂts geleins tO i et N, X e you know” rY s :‘iir, e Jolim galcuu: :)ti‘;te zfscat::!en: A :;:8::5]:: face had stirred him as nothlng else
thing in.~ Fester decided that he was lspacious. - Rows. of old books in|him the chance of overcoming t:xem sh?‘ said. 2 mve\fh;:uryzzs::u::; n); yt::ey_f?ngog ;: Jectythem S £ Tl it 1| bl Sons, Aot K Tk St o
mistaken. Sbosk its alse; ANd. FELARN L dinnd . | Bindingst alitan Foster | by hard work in Canada. ~At last, I wish 1 knew what ought to be 5 ’ hBnASE st ; the adventure and was going to see
ed it to his pocket. g nd [thought nobody read, faded into the [ When he wes very ill, he sent for me | done! It’s an awkward matter, To |further. Was too honest and too’ proud to dis-

Then he wanted a cigarette ‘and | 1008 4 : ‘ o b » Then he dipped a rag in the oil |semble well; but he was mnot a fool it through,

k out the case he had got in the |gloom at its other end. It.was warm |and said I could let Lawrence nOW | tell thetruth, it betlers: mie. : 2 After & time, they'sped sétees &
Yf?xg cgart Since he had left the eoat}and guiet and he found it a comfort-| he was forgiven.? ‘ 3 +|° “Alee sat down. gmeldmg Ter face|and hegan io rub a gun, tnd Foster | and there was much at stake. Midge where’ o A Ve
in Mont.real, the case was the only|.pje retreat. . ANeary ‘“Ah!” said Woster, ** now I'um_ier— from the fire with gxer hmd went out, reeling satisfied” It was At length, Foster stole quietly lsﬂy, S el
recard of his adventure on the.train, He had now been a fortnight at|Stand what my partmer memt v “You mean you fesl you ought to|plain that he counld rely upon the|down the “stairs, and ~smiled as he e . ;,é ot{ sir 27
and he wondered whéther he would the Garth and did not want to leave.| - “This was not'long before yok |put it ﬂgm-pn - Joud fellow, who hb thought was|remarked that the ‘cloth * on the|® % N T S gh s )i
of & l()ie e {otel.c;ESt?;lex‘gl'&tli:i()lyitsa%::t Featherstone and his wife obviousl& came” Featherstone contfnued ““It{  igomething ' of the kind,” said |unflinchingly loyal to the Peather- | small table had been pulled aside. 'Tf nl”m hlew: - 8 t el o
f;emxlna:.pec:same latter  knew. his| wished him to stay; he was grateful| Was a wonderful relief to know the Fogge,-, forcing a smile. “In a sense; stones. After all; it was something This had been done cwtiously, but & p"ﬂ: :: 'w S, ou“;r REgg S
name, it was strange that he.had noti, = . o000 the,y had given him,|danger was over, and’ then you told|op course, that’s. presumptuous; but|to have tle respect and affectionof | fold that overhung the edge was not Fostor: whista upts. ware dkkeiad
Sommuncated with ek ay ke MRSl il Tt aa it . belonged _to. the|US how Lawrence had grown out of] then, you see, in many ways, I'm in)One’s servant. in quite its former position. Then he it e

ity ot b con” Srtidied, hbﬁ Place. What Alice thought was not {hfs folly and become a useful man.|your brother’s debt,” ‘ A A ety . e i rZundeaI:: csmw a misty. flash in the
gal::gn:hs;rzohsd ‘Sees nokliing “sbout clear, but she treated him  with a|Although we longed\to see him, our|  w“yoy like to pay your “debts,”|’ - The False 'Trail, making noise enough to be heard in g i
it In‘the Canadian newspapers. The|guiet  friendliness that ' he found | satisfaction was complete. Now this| Aljce reriarked; fixing a level glance When Foster got up next morning | the library as he shut the hall door. AfBout REW & 06 Bektnd,. 1
thing wasg puzzling, but-after all-it singularly pleasant. By and by he|letter comes, and T fear my wife is|on him. ° hé had made his plan, and spent ten When he went Gown the steps he saw e e

began to wondef why his comrade |unable to bear the strain again.”’ . “When F can; but: that’s not gll. I minutes with John when there was|the lights of the car that had bronght “Very. good, air. 1€ all d o

had mot Written, partlcuiarly as he | Foster was moved hy his diﬂtrus’ I'm not in Lawrende's ‘deht alone,” nobody else about. The ald fellow'un|Daly glimmer on the( wet gravel of o RS Shesepno“tdotten
had brought away & bag of Law- Featherstone ‘was proud. and 0T-| Roster answered with .some Qdiffi-|derstood his orders, and although he|the drive. The baeck of the' car was PR e ,
rence's, He liad one like it, and as|able, and “it “must "Have: cost him dence. “Icame over-hére;d stranger, | listened with fermad deferenice, the nevt him, for it had DR fpred] ¢ Tle throb of the engine’ quicken-
both had its owner’s initials stamp~{much to help his son to steal awa¥.{ignorant of ‘your ideas and customs, |faint twinkle in-his eyes showed his :::::sr::fyc::x:ta:; T::fetfy?‘tﬁ: ed and struck a sharper note, and

did not concern Foster much and he
thought about sqmething else.
ed outside, ha}[mwned the bsmse ed- Foster thouxﬁt 'blt he M and yon made mie 3 Mcome, :G.[ l]’pl'o“l. After bmktast Foster ask
done then would

i P - :'.‘_X’._ Mtt ._i;i‘,:, *:
Carmen S : essenger desperate moment‘lnmu. 1 hut bet-
3 3 . ; : . i ter call it ed,&motonn.
By Harold Bindloss _ The ‘boy had got  gto diffculiies
; : S huthithurig although he had been|down

a fool, there was wcertain gencroslty
not see why the xirl in Edinblirs'lr In his rashmess. He was wyery hard
had warned, him to post the"packet:] pressed—I have seen that -since-—

L L N

- i Py
] IN OWN ¢ { . =

oK * Going back to his hotel, he found
there was an evening -train and de-
cided to leave by ir. Edinburgh had
attractions, but he copld come back
and was anxious fo get rid of the
packet, moredver - he grudged the
time he spent away-from. the Garth.
There were not many passengers at
the station and he found an empty
compartment, where he read a Tnews-
paper until he got tired and lifting &
corner of the blind, loocked out. Here
and there a _light rushed - back

through the darkness and vanished
as the express sped south ' with a
smoothness that was a comntrast to
the jolting he had been used to in
Canada. Indeed, except for the rear
when they raced across a bridge and
the confused fla8hing past of lamps
f.s they-swept through a station, he
could hardly bave imagined himwlt
on board. a train: There Was, how=+
ever, not mueh to be seen, and he
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It was late when he ‘arrived at
Newoastle and went to a hotel. There
was fogand rain next morning; and
he saw:very little of the town, which
seemed filled with _smoke. Taking a
tram-car that carried him past rows

hurches.

be glad to wel-
hbers upon tHe
pts annual. fee.
ieeting mwill he
ich saffibfat -y

of dingy" buildimgs afid shops where
lights twinkled, . he got out &t the
corner of a mnarrow street. that ran
back into the haze. After looking at
the sdddress on the packet he plung-
ed into the gloom ‘beside ~ a réw oh
tall, ‘seoty:-buildings. . There was no
pavement; and here-_ﬂxd' therea ca;t
in- the

agent had been' deceived by the ¥
when he affixed ‘the check. Law-
rence’s bag, however, had his name
engraved upon the lock.

-Foster.gat down in.a big choir by
the. fire, and imagined he'fell-apleep,
becatse it had-got nearly dark with- |

always trouble

course, :

it I had janed you, > you

‘ed’ Featherstone to come out on the

him, and after “all
useless.
Sentsitive uprightiess _ might
him ‘an ‘easy victim of the’ anserup-
wlous adventurer. ‘But ‘Fosteraid’ not
'iean=him to b&Y Victimiza®: *

it had” proved
The ‘worse ‘was that his
make

As

wul;in‘t havelet 116 know; but there

are difterent dégrees of hospitality.”
Alice smiledio “You needgf s

bour your exeuses for watithig’

us, and you-aré niot @ stranger now

Ypu must have tindersjood this when

terrace and ‘while they walked about
indicated the une he" inoight it’ best
to take. '

fed some misgivings s

Futherntcﬁae -dgreed, but’ exntess~

“'I‘here may be, Bnnger in putiing

Foster was ‘getting

stopped and felt-his heart beat as a

sl_ender Tigure appeared on the ter-
race.

up.

] -4
“I couldn’t lét you go thhou't 2]

in ‘when he

“He "turned, with his foot oni'
the step, and wﬂtbpd untﬂ»AHc&m‘ peradually Mbﬂ?h& i lookgn o 1

Foster felt the car leap forward up
the hill. - Turning in  his  seat, he:
watched, the flickering beam behind
and saw it grow fainter an@" then

‘the pufsiers, S ‘Tost’

sight -of - the fro; car's Wip,

n . stood bemeath - an. opening
7 wall. ‘Theé buildings were apparently
warehouses, but some of the doors
had brass plates and Tights shone in
the upper - windows. - By and by he
found the number he . wanted and
entered & ‘dirty arch, inside which a
few names were palnted on the wall.

¥uls, 'he was rather humbrous than

out his noticing it when the opening
dramatie, but he ‘got 'up “'and ‘Stood

of the door: -roused. him. Looking: up, i :
he saw Featherstoné-come in with @ With*his hands ¢clenched.’ - ;

letter in his hand. The post did not{ ““This thing touches us. both," sir.
arrive until the aftermoen. Lawrence is your son, "but he’s my
T *Ah!” he said; “‘you have heard|friend; and T've gof to see him

my - father showed you.the letter $255

. “Thank y " Foster replied: with
tee)ing, and ‘was. silent for theomt
few moments. = Alice, who was proud
and reserved,  trusted him, and ‘he
must somehow justify her confidénce:

Daly on the track and ‘aftér all Tm
only delaying a crxsis that must be
faced.” .~

“The longer it's delayed the bet-
ter; somothing may happen in_ the
meantime,”- Foster replied. “Then,

last word of thanks; " ghbi/sdid. L 0 II( re increasing theiz sp e’ed

is splendid! We can’t forget.” “They’re créeping up,” he ’ald o
“I believe I'm going. to. bave an{J0ln, Who did not reply.

amusing " trip,” - Foster replied; | Foster ' thought 'they had now

“Then, yon see, the Garth.is & re. Feached the:iop of the moor, and as

markably nice place to come back to, they swung up ‘and down aeross the
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Graham’s ‘was not there, but he went |£rom Lawrence.”

up the steps to inguire at the first
office he reached.

The lower storeys were wused as
warehouses ‘and he come to the top
landing before he saw a name that
seemed to be Danish . or Scandin-
avian painted on a door and going in
knocked on the counter.” The office
was small and shabby and smelt of
bacon, which ‘he thought - indicated
that its occupant ‘in provisions,
but he could not &ee much because
of a glass partition; When he was
getting impatient, an old man came

;. “No, but the letter’s about him,”
Feathestone = replied, -and sitting
down opposite, was silent for a 'few
mioments. His pose was. slack and he
‘looked as if he had got a shock.

“I'don’t see how you can help,
but perhaps you had better know
how ‘matters  are,” he resumed ahd
gave the letter to Foster

It was short, but Foster, who was
surprised and disturbed, understood

through which warrahts my giving
you the best advice I can. Very well,
you'must show a bold front to
to begin wlth you can t g0 to
ham.”

glance. He felt - dejected * and des-
perate, but Foster looked ' ¢omfort-
ingly resolute. At first he had wel-
comed him' for his son’s sake, bu{
had come to like him for himgelf.

1y;
QX‘

Fea.therstone gave him a grateful

“No,"” he agreed, “I can't go; but

resumed.

though

He had a vague plan in his mind, but
it needed working out,.

“But we must be pmctlca.l g she
“Can you help? Yout must
see that there.is nobody else who
‘can.”

Foster made ,a slgn of agreement

for "it was plain‘ that Featherstone
could not tell hl‘s friends about his
trouble.

“T begin to think I might; but al-
I haven’t quite made my

| tellow finds you obatinate, ‘he'll try

you see, the track is false. ‘When the

to get hold of'Lawrence, particularly
as he got some money from him be-
fore; but as he believes Lawrence is
Lin England, he'll have soma trouble.
Ther advantsge is that he won’t be
able to bother you. - while all his
time and energys occupied by fol-
lowing me.” -

‘““That is so” said - Featherstone
thoughtfully “But you may find it|

and theré’s the pleasure of looking
torward to my return. But 'm ‘us-
selfish enough to hope I won’t have
that satisfaction all to myself.”

Alice smiled, but there was. some-
thing very friendly in her look and
her voice was unusually soft.

“You ¢an always be sure of your
welcome and we.will miss you when
you are away. Now I very sincerely
wish you good Tueck.”.

Foster was reldom theatrical, but

healthy undulations a ‘stréeak of
light flashed out in the distance.

“That’s the train,” he said.

. “¥es, sir. You can see her for two
or three miles.” -

Then there was a change in the
sound and motion, and Foster knew
the engine ' was rnnnlng all-ont.
Showers of small stones and water
flew up about the wheeis and the
wind whipped his face, but the follow-
ing beam was a little nearér when he

his host’s alarm. Daly had written
from Hexham, asking, or rather
summoning, Featherstone to meet
him there mnext ~day, -although he
stated that if this was impossible.
he would arrive at the Garth in“the
evening.” There ‘was a thfeat in the
intimation that'it would be to Law-
rence’s advantage .if < Featherstone
saw him soon. :

“Well,” said Foster dryly, B -
looks as if our plot had succeeded
better than we thought. Wc'certatn-
ly didn’t expect’the fellow would fol-
low me to England.” ity

Featherstone did not seém to un-
derstand, and Foster remembered
that, with the object of saving him
anxiety, he had said nething about
Daly’s having extorted  money from
carelessly, as if he did,not consider {Lawrence in Canada. He now i
it of much importance, and :Foster|plained'the situation in as few ¥ords
felt puzzled. The fellow was not as 3as possible.

old as Carmen’s father, but Foster:  .gyi'yawran o ought to have told
thought there was nothing about me!” Featherstons exelaimed .

him that would attract a girl used to .
admiration, as Carmen was. He was| “I don’t know that it would have
been of much use.” Yon see, Law-

certainly not handsome and had, on :
rence ;meant-to put Daly Qg the

that doesn’t help us, because he'll
come here.”

“Yes; he must bé met. But do you
know how he came to learn about
the matter?”

“I don’t, but my relative, who was
interested in politics and " soeial
schemes,, had a secretary. I can’t re-
member his name, but this might be
the fellow.” 4

“Then lts curious he didn’t get
on Lawrence’ 8 track before. Anyway, !
he ‘must be met with the blulf direct
now."”

. ‘How can he be bluﬂed’" Feather;
stone asked with a hopeless gesture.
“He can have my son arrested if I
don’t agree to his demands. b

“He would’ first have to tell the
police all he knew, and as sopn.as-he
did this his hold on you would be
gone. Then' they'd ask  why he'd
kept 'the secret which would be re-
markably hard to answer, although

plans yet, 1 see.some danger. Would
you take a risk fer  your brothers
sake?"

The girl’s eyes sparkled, and_'he
‘saw that she bad Lawrence's reok-
less courage. He heard his partner
laugh when they faced starvation on
the frozen trail,

to the counter. ;

“Can youw tell me if" theres a Mr.
Graham in' this’ bnildi.ng"“ Foster
asked

“Yes, he’s here,!’ said the other
“What do you want?

Foster said he* had. brought a
packet' from Canada, ahd ‘the oid
man, who looked rather hard at him,
lifted a flap in''the counter ‘amd told
him to pass through. A door in the
partition opened as he advanced and
another man beckoned him to come
fno It looked. as if the latter had
heard what had passed but this saved
an explanation and Foster, who ask-
ed if he was Guaham, put the packet
on the table.. There was not much
else in the small, dusty room. ex-
cept a eupboard fitted with pigeon-
'm)IGS and a safe.

“This is'from ‘Miss Austin of Gs.rd-
ner’'s Crossing,”” he said.

Graham  glanced at the packet

difficult to get away from the rogue,
eince you must give him some kind
of a clue.” :

. Foster laughed “I don’t mind the.
quony. sir. In fact, I think I'm go-
ing to enjoy the chase.”

‘““There’s a point that must be
. |though of, If he goes to the police

“I would taks any risk to save him|When 'he can’t find, Lawrence; it
or punish the blackmailer.’” would be awkward for you and I

“Very well. I rather’ think yOurJ should be no better off ' than I am
father will leave things to me, and|now.” ' ;
;1 have a half-formed plan. There| “It's unlikély,” Foster replied.
ought to be Eome humour in the|'So long as he sees the smallest
iplot, if I ean jwork . it out. Daly’s | chance of extorting money he’ll keep

looked behind. The other car had
reached the summit and it would be
& close race, but he thought they
could keep their lead long enough.
Then he looked ahead and saw that
the bright Streak he had noticed had
gone. The fireman had, no doubt,
closed ‘the furnace 'door, but the
lights from the carriage windows
twinkled faintly across the heath. He
;could not see the station, but it was
obvious that he had not much time
to spare.

few moments later they swept

felt ‘the occasion justified Kis doing
something unusual, John, who had
already grasped the wheel, had bis
back to them, and he took the girl’s
hand, which rested on the rail, and
kissed it. She made little abrupt
movement, and M:nght he saw a
tinge of colour in her face, but she
did not look angry and he telt a
strange exultant thrill,

“Make as much neise as you can,”
he said to John. / :

The car” backed’ across ‘the rat-
tling gravel and the girl’s figure fad-
ed into the gloom; then John turned|across a low rise and a faint blur of
plainly coavinced that your brother’s |his secret. The reaon’s obvious.”* the wheel and they gshot forward|buildings ‘Toomed among a cluster of
here, and I don't see why he shouldn’t | * “Well,” said Featherstone, with|down the drive, The lights of thelights. They were now going fur-
be encouraged to stick to his opinion. | feeling, “vou are doing us a service|other . car .vanished, there was a |iously 55 18 BHIWA the B8 of the
In fact, ; the. longer . he looks for|We gan’t Tépay. I frankly don't like!splace as they swung into the wet,car as they swung round a curve. He
Lawrence, the more amusing  the|the plan, beeause it can only work at| road, and F oster bulled -the ruglfelt the nmear whesls sink as they
thing will get. . Of course, he may|Your expense, but it will give us time!around him when he had struck a |crushed through spongy sod and the
turn spiteful when he. finds he has|and I can thirk of nothing else.” ! match and noted the time. car tilted, hut they got round, and-
heen . tricked, but .hes no. .doubt,| Foster left him with a feeling of| “You meedn’t hurry her oo much,” {there was a sudden jar when the
means to.do all the harm he can al-|Dledsant excitement. He was doing|he said) “If 1 catch the train by|Station Iay some fifty yards ahead.
be might perhaps take the risk ‘0ut | reagy. However, you must: give-me | bis host a favour and this was some- {about a minute, it is all I want.” . |Foster jumped out before the car
of/malice if he saw you meant o be |yntn to-morrow.”- .. . .. thing, buf the adventure dppealed to| “Very good, sir. Ify1 may remark, |quite stopped.
firm. For all that, you must be fitm; - ‘Alice got up and qhen i rose | him fof other ' seasons: He Had. in the other’s a powerful car.”” - “Round" with her! I'm all right,”
¥ou can’t buy him off. “He'd come said quietly, but with something in|Canada; found scope for his energy | ‘I don’t think they'll try to over- | be said.

‘baick later with a fresh demand. ther voice that thpilled him: ,~I.in profitablé work, but there was a|take us until we're near the station,” | - "Very good, ”"
Would .your estate stand the stfain?” | think you lile. my mother and she|reckless vein in ‘him, and it was ‘ex- | Foster answered with a laugh. *“Bnt|mark—'

“My wife and “daughter = would 0 talk ' to you.|hilarating to feel that he ¢ould mow|we can't all it then ” . |. Foster heard nothing more. as he
make any sacrifice - for La,wrences dear to her and if | foMow his’ bené withéut ‘being ham-] “No, sir,” said John. *1 quite un-|ran up the road, carrying the bag.
sake.” . d back Into disgrace, |Pered ‘by the necessity *for ‘making derstand.” i The train, was very near; he could

*The sacrifice would = benelit this oughtt 16 was all for-|the —undertaking pay. After all;| They ran down the valley at aBear the roat it made in a shallow
bloodsucker, * which  is a different *” made & wew start there was not “much enjoyment in moderate sbeed and Foster, looking cﬂwn& but as homclud tho lutiOn
thing,” Foster rejoined, - *“Then, even ‘not sure she could | What one did for - money, and hejround when ‘they came to & straight the /4
if you Impoverisied your  family,| hear the shock. ‘There 18 nobody else | thought .hwas going to Bet some Dlece of rond, was not durprised, to
you'd only put® off the _reckoning, Who could hely us-and we trust . to amusement oﬂb;nﬂke same.. Still, he|see.a gleam ‘of light in the distance.|
which would com® when the feltow you.” did net want to leave the ' Garth.

If T might re-

the whole, .a commonplace‘ look,
v [::l%fhg W:lz ssobvious}y 54 peatl track, 'and if he failed in this, to
Thanﬁsyou " ‘he said. “It séems fight. When I heard of it I quite
You have been to Edinburgh. We had | agreed.” 2
i 2 branch there, but closed it recent- “But he can’t fight,” Feather-
YM.C.A. ’; \et“ castle ‘has gm"le,n:a:g{:ii;‘ y‘;’; stone objected in a strained _veice.
ﬂu‘xrbgéi ‘;‘l’lz g el bl “¥'d_have {irged him to do so,*if it
Foster replied that he did mot{had been possible. We're not co-
mind this, since he . had promised | wards.”
Miss Austin to bring the pack!:attan{l “Why is'it impossible?”
she was a friemd _of his;, but al- “ ’ o
tuough he studfed the man’s face kl;on tﬂf":o kno:l rml:eatherstone
¢4w nothing to indicate that he was [25Ked wi me ‘surp

low

rice of
de, We
ve re-
bls. Our
you to

uorested
‘“Are you staying here?” he ask-
¢, and when Foster told him that he
was going back as soon as he could,
sumed: “If you had heen staying,
I would have been glad to take you

I know my | pa,rtners in trouhle'
that's all.”

Featherstone hesitated as if l_:o
wanted ‘to take the other into his con
fidence, but shrank from doing so.

had taken all you'd got.
hé must be bluffed off now.”

In short,

He sat down and pondered and

there was silence for some minutes.

It had got dark and he had. under-

“Then T must try tn deserve it
Foster answered . with ‘a ‘bow. “Bnt

Have you muchrcenﬂdence in him?"”
The girl's tense. rsoe volaxed, “In/

Alice had treated him with a quiet:
trieldﬂness he.valued and he ‘began |

fsm- in he¥ goed opinjon. It was;’

however, comforting to teel that he

He lost it a few" minutes glt&rurds
but it muhed ‘out again every now

and thed, unt] they plunged into a the door, timheqoummthonqm
what about your old. ‘servant, John?'jto hope he was making:. - -some pro- rthick’ lfrvood ‘They - were about half{h

way to'the station, but the lights had | b

mmm‘m‘ tandttondat

hltlamdhe!e«ned
theoh o~

natmmnchmrer He had, how-b

| Wes going to save her. pain, and for e ver, not expected it to do so; be- m began to
the Teést of the day. he was ' _con= cause he* thought  Daly would be from the van ‘and Ie

soious of a cheerfulness: he- tried. ‘to!satistied if he Kept-his suppositious [0 & truck.  Foster,
hide . in view of the Zsnxlety the victins in‘eight. The- danger would |impatience a;

hout the town; but, after all there’s
'othing much in the way of amuse-
‘ent going on. I might arrange to
cet you in the aftermoof bu&mut ;
nish snme letters for the Con-l.
tinental mail.”

have Then he said with forced quietness; | taken & difficult task, and felt daunt-|a sense, John is ome of-the family,
*“If this rogue knows as mich as r;ed becatise he could ot see bis way.|but if you want his help; you must:
augpect he can get my son arrested. ”' 1, it Jooked as if the happiness Of'|-use some tact and nat expect W’oston

“*On a serious charge? I dbn't agk | these Charming’ people and perhaps|frankness. He is remukshly T

wha,t it is.” his partner’s future depended upodn

mth

Foster, who 'said - he- Gould '#ot
5 went out,: ‘deelihg i ‘that the
r wos pleased ‘to get rid of him.

m was obviously a small im-

cf provisions, and he ecould

It would mean a . long imfmson-
ment, to say nothing of the humﬂia-
tion””. Featherstone answered broken
1y, and ‘was silent for a mlnute with

-

him.

“Weil,” ‘he said by and by, “my

opinion 'is that #Daly  thinks Law-

If-that" were 'so, hé must ‘not %
fail them.

ereet” » 1N ix +

Foster opened the dnor fo‘e ‘her, .
and ‘then = went to.the ° -gun-room,

him trom ‘the sts.tion when he ar-

dthsrs had:to hear. -

‘m:mtﬁnt bag’ undef 2 small
Where he found John, who had-driven !glble pear the door in the ‘hall and

When it got ‘dark 3oh”n pqt t:aw-

ranged the cloth g0 that it lmus

arise when they got near the. station, If he
and- whether ‘they overcome it or not|
mndeﬂ on John’s - coolness ‘and |
nerve. Foster thought the man wonld
naot ﬁil ‘him,

28 he zgntew the ;letfow.
e kept thp trata ‘auotnp: m!mwet
nlixht l}o" ' too ‘1at . The




