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FIRST REPORT
From the Select Standing Committee on

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
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Honble. Mr. YommG (Chairman,) Mr. MASsoN,

Mr. HOLTON, t FERitE,
" PATax, " Ca

" EVA£NTUREL, " MATTIOE,
" Gisx " RHonas,

Honble. Mr. MiERRrrr, 4 SoMERVLLE,

" CArAIs, " SoUTH1WI
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The Comnittee on Public Accounts respectfully submit their
First Report

1.-Dangers from lire.
Your Committee, having been admonished by past occurrences in relation to

the safety of the Provincial Records and Accounts, against loss or damage sfrom
fire, commenced their investigations, by an inquiry, as to the -safety of'said
records and accounts, in possession of the several Departments i Toronto.

Letters addressed to the different Heads of Departments were forwarded'
requiring the opinion of those having the Public Documents under theit imme-
diate charge, with any suggestions relative to additional safety, they might be
able to ofer to tihe Committee. Replies have been received in answer from al
the Heads of Departments, with the exception of the Orown Lands, Provincial
Secretary, and the Attorney Generals East and West. These answersso far 'as
received, are respectfally submitted for ,the consideration of the Htouse. 'Mr.
Begly, Secretary of Public Works, says :-"That thete is neither a Fire-proof gfe
"nor Vauit in' the Building at present occupied bythis Department, which,
"however, is only a temporary acommodation, until he office can be move
"into the building which it Was originally intended t occupy, and which on
",tains a good fire-proof vauliof:brick."

Mr. Griffin, -Seereta'ry of the Post Offleet Department, says:-" That the more
"'valuable Books and Reco'ds -belo gi i té theDepartment:are kept in capaibies
"fIon Safes, of approved construction .audithat oien to the êharacter ofthe
"building now occupied, the ordina' registers and papers have,neverpsin'e
"the transfer of this Department to e Province, in 1851, been more securely
"lodged,ý as respects danger from fire, than at this moment."

Mfr idIJinson, Acting Depuy Inspeetoi Generalays:"The Puiic
"Records of this Department are not sufficiently potctedôfrm-dunagéofoss
" byirewith the exceptin-of theSecurity Bondoflthe Eu00Oetsewbih
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