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to the foreman, who acts on his own discretion,
at the same time telegfaphing to the Superin-
tendent for further orders.

Cal Shaw considers that no other system
of phing is at all comparable with that
of London, In the Uhited States any passer-
by may call'out a large foree of men and engines
on & false alarm. In London this was wholly
impossible. In New York the per centage of
false nlarms on the tatal nwmber of fires had
l}-:;n 57 ; in Mun;‘rieal, 33 ; in Troy, 52 ; in San

neiseo, 37 ; and in|St. Louis, ! r cent.;
whilst in Gondon it was ouly 13 per c;;ut.
economical effect of this was evident by the
fact that at the present time the distance
travelled by the men and engines, he estimated
at 16,000 miles per annum.

In Paris there is noisystem of telegraphing,
which oceasions great delay before intelligence
of a fire reaches headquarters, although there
the expense for men @l engines are extessive,
The number of men in the Paris brigade is
1572, azainst our 232, and the annual expenses
may be roughly estimated at £€100,000. The
London fand for thé support of the force is
£50,000, and is derived from a metr wpolitan
half penny (cent) rate, producing £30,000 a
year, to which is added £10,000 a year by the
government and £10;000 a year by the insar-
ance companies.

A fire bell was very well for small unprotect-
el towns, but in any town that has a paid Fire
Department, such maans of making public an
alarm only serves % collect a crowd, which
must be dispersed by the police before the fire-
men could do any good. The fire bells that
have been erected in foreign countries are prac-
tically worthless. The calls that reach the
stations are examined before they are passed to
otlier stations. *“ If}” said Captain Shaw, “‘we
were to obey every call as it is brought in, we
should never be at home at all. People get
into a sort of panic, éven when there is only a
chimney on fire. They come running inm, ex-
claiming that there is a large fire, when there
is nothing of the kind.” He would recomwend
small hand pumps tb be kept for use in large
manafactories, and leven in dwelling houses.
One is taken with every emgine belonging to
the London Fire Brigede. —Post Majatine.

Ixr RTANT INsURANCE Cast.--In the Cir-
cuit Court of the United States, yesterday, the
case of Samuel H. McCrea, receiver, ve. Atna
Insurance Com.pany, and the sume, vs. Ameri-
can Insurance Company, were argued and sub-
mitted to the Judge. The snits were brought
to recover on two pplicies of insurance of $5000
in each company, tovering the oil house Nos,
263 and 263 Kinzie street. There had been a
litigation concerning the property on the chan-
cery side of the Superior Court; and on the
17th of March, 1868, the plaintiff was appoint-
ed receiver. On tie 6th of October following,
the suit was dismissed ; and on the oth of
February, 1867, intiff had the property in-
sured. It was ed shortly after. The
companies refused payment on the ground that
the property did nbt belong to the plaintiff ;
that when the bill was climﬁued, it superseded
plaintiff as receivér; and that the ‘insurance
was made in his Bame ;mmu.all_\', instead of
in his character of peceiver.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE BaLTIMORE FiRk
DepARTMEST.—THe City Council has passed
an ordinance providing for the ar;-)mtmeut of
five citizens of Baltimore, of good character, to
serve as Fire Commissioners in the place of
those at present eoustituted as such. When
appointed, these Commissioners are to draw
for their respectivé terms of office, two for four
years, and three for two years. Every second
year thereafter there are to be appointed per-
sons in the place af those whose terms expire.
In addition to other duties and powers, the
Commissioners ar¢ to have authority for them-
selves, and power o delegate to the Chief En-
gineer or his assistants the authority to control
all persons and property in the vicinity of afire
during the contindance thereof, provided that
the exercise of such authority does not conflict
with any law of the United States or of the
State of Marylanil. The onlinance gives au-

thority to the Cémmissioners to & point the

Chief Engineer (who heretofore has been

»

selected by the Council), as also his as-
sistauts and the o and men of the various
companies, the namerical foree of which re-
mains as at present. The salaries per annum
are to be as_follows, payable monthly : Chief
Eugineer, $1,500; Assistant Engineers and
Clerk of the Beoard, $1,000 ;«T; foremen,

each ; enginemen, $1,000 each ; assistant
enginemen, tillermen, and hostlers, each, $700,
and firemen, $300 each. The other provisions
of the ordinance are similar to those in the
yarious ordinances and supplement: thereto at
yresent in force. All others are repealed by
this i, whiéh is to go immediately iuto effect.

—Baltimore Underwriter.

Tre Frre MARsHAL Brii.—This important
bill has passed through committee at uebec,
with some modificatigns. The principal
amongst them are : First, the Marshal is to be
appointed by the Lieutenant Gevernor in Council
and not by the Insurance Companies. Second,
if the Marshall should not be able to attend at
any fire, h: may appoint some competent
person to do so. Third, he is to receive but
90 cents for évery original supbana, instead of
50 cents, as originally proposed ; for every
copy, 5 cents, instead of 19, and 50 cents for
every warrant, instead ofjone dollar.  His
highest remuneration (340)is in vase the inquiry
should be l-r»gr:v:lml bevonil the seventh day,
not the fourth, as in the ori nal draught of
the measurc ; and lastly, the: insurance cow-
panies will pay pro rafa of the costs of any
inquiry, acconling to the proportion their re-
spective policies bear to the total loss by fire.

Firg Recorn.— LEvis, Feb. House of Wm

Downs, and that of G. Mic hand; the formor
was insured for $4000 in the Queen, the latter

b was uninsared.

Moutreal, Feb'y- ~Jewelry store of Dorion;
‘mwnn«; for $900 in the Lancashize.
in the Laneashire. ’

Ancaster, Feb'y 27.— St. Johu's church,
with organ and contents; insured in the Canada
West Mutual for §2000. .

Brantford, March 1. —Muirhead's blacksmith
shop; loss $600. No insarance —cause uu-
kunown.

Toronto, Feb. 29.
1000 —no insurance.
Mr. Ellis, on York Street;
the Western of Canala.

London, March 3rd Heathfield & Williams’

drug store. Insurance as follows : London
Assurance Corporation, £6,000 ; Etna, of Hart-
ford, $2,000; Jartford, of Hartford, £2.000 ;
Home. of New Haven, £2,000—total, §12,000,
which is ample. Cause unknown.

House of Dr. Kinz; loss
Also, house owned by
iasured for $600 in

- -

Railway News.

GREAT WESTERY Ratway. - Traffic for the

week ending Feb. 14, 1868 :--
Passengers . . ... 818,361 37
Freight and live stock. 36,922 62
Mails and sundries 3,838 44
59,122 43

Total.
67,043 03

Corresponding week,1867,

. 87,920 60
NorTRERN RarLway.—Traffic receipts

the week ending Feb. 22, 1868 :—
Passengers ..... 81,928 48
Freight 3,186 40
Mails and sundries 191 34

. 5,928 22
| 7,356 89

Increase..

Total receipts for week ..
Corresponding week, 1867

Decrease. . $1,428 67

EasTery ExrtENsioN.— The last Sackville
Borderer says :—The railroad between the E.
& N. A. Railroad and the Nova Scotia bound-
ary line is progressing as rapidly as could be
expected taking into account the severity of
the weather for some weeks past. Between
Dorchester and the first named, near Cook's
brook, the road is graded, and for about one
half of the distance the rails laid. Of “course
there is a great deal of ballasting to be done yet
but according to present appearances Dorches-
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the wanted for the staging
ay Viaduct, over the Tantamar
n ttken by Mr. W. Cole of this
nsi lerable nam ber arealready pro-
contractors are also at werk,
furnishing - materials for other
ork, —all which looks like having

- -

Mining,

4
Mavoc Mjxes.—The following extract from
a letter writien by Dr. T. Stgrry Hunt, dated
Montredl, Féb. 22, 1568, with referencs to the
“ Bmpire " will be read with general in-
terest by all conderned in niining operations :
« In accomifinoe with my promise, I have examined
the specimen of ore taken by me from your mine in
Madoc Villagh 1ast November The ore consists of
& wixtare sulpharet of antimony and cepper,
|31 s e tes and arsenical iron. An assay of
a selected spetimen from a small vein gave me for
the ton of 2 Iibs.
Gold,
Silver,!

OBisvonsonns
v 16 ox

v §170 2
“By rm‘&\: and washing 3} pounds of an aver-

age sample ‘*qn were obtained 13 per cent. of rich
ore, still hu‘l‘ g one-fourth its weight of spar, and

yielding fuf §2,000 pounds, as the mean of twe
Assa) ¥

G @ 710 o2 -
Silver;120 71002
i

“ This, itighould be understood, refers to the ton
of dressed fire ; the wall-rock of dolowite or magne-
sian lines! gave wme ouly a trace of gold.”

Mr. Se made an assay for silver of ore
from the Empire mine, this week, the result
being $25 84 to theton.

GoLd XiGcETs: - We had yesterlay the
sleasure, ﬂ,\mdn the kindness of Mr. Simard,
M.P.P. for] Quebec Centre, of examining two
larze and ¥pluable gold nuggets, taken lately
from claifiig tonceded by the DeLery Company :
in the Chaydiere District, The first was a solid
piece of plre metal, weighing two pounds, and
was dug ait of Kilgore's claim on the Gilbert.
The other, | Which weighed 1 1h. 5 dwis, was
taken out tf the Nash claim on the same river,
There caif bé no doubt that these pieces were
extracted fidm the localities indicated, as they
were mutﬁt_\' the owners of the claims while
several jemen belonging to this city were
prese:t om the spot. The nuggets were passed
round froft hand to haud in the House of As-
sembly and attracted much attention. -Quedec
Chronteley Feb. 14.

Tux SH¥ER QuEsTIoN 1IN MONTREAL.
Chiefly tlinoligh the lukewarmness of the busi-
ness commpiity, the gentlemen appointed by
the Beard' &f Trade, of Moutreal, to remedy
the silver ndisance, have abandonel the enter-
prise, and itiseems likely that, until the gov-
ernment addpts some more stringent measure
than the:bill of last session, the evils will
remain unabiated.

At Mr. W. M. Gray's stock sale in Halifax
by J. Di|Kash, 10 shares Bank of British
North Amefica sold for £64 15s. ; 2 ditto £65 ;
5 Bank of Nova Scotia. £64 17s. 6d. ; 50 Acadia
Fire Instragce Company, £5 1s 3. ; 4city
debentured {8100 each,) realized $96 each.
Other stocks  were offered, but no sales were
effected.

P S-S

Financial.

ycninikd  Navieatiox  Compaxy.—The
Montreal Hérald says:—For the sake of timid
people who ay be induced to sacrifice proper-
ty in the Righilieu Company stock Ly represen-
tations which have been made, it may be as
well to remind them of the facts which they
will find gtated in the printed n'l;;:s now in
the hands of each shareholder. original
stock of the Company was only 5
It has beeh increased by

And I8 IOWE. . ooooeecerecrecanineiabene §875,000
The increase, however, is by no means due to
what is ealled a watering of the stock—that is
to say, by s mere nominal addition to the value




