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Co-operation in Denmark’

e Nk
V.---Results of Co-operalion---;r\nproved Land System---Rural Education---Increased Production

It is 8 noteworthy fact that every olwerver who
wniten ahout economic  condition of Denmark
attributes the great agricultural prospenty of its
people to the influence of cooperation.  As we have
wen in the fist article of this siries, lefore the Le-

of eooperation, the agritultural idustry n
-lbuwi was threstened with grave dinger, if not
with extinetion. Denmagk owes very hittle of her

ural suceess to the Leneficent wits of nature

soil 18 not nch enough, nor w-her cinnate of arkind
likely to please the farmer. lodeed there are ¢ s .
of frost on as many as 116 days in the year, and the
pumber of days on which there » both & rain and a
snowiall averhges 156 per -unm&.‘-mlﬂ the average
pumber of hours of sunshune per Aunum is anly 1,200
Yot by the eo-operstive movement and the close
amodiation between the scientist’s laboratory and the
small holder's farm which the coqperative movement
influenced and f A, ‘the Danish sgnall holder s
now i & position which gives.serious pause (o those
who contend that any system of | tenure hased
upon small holdings is bound to be e and
unprofitable unless grest natural advantages obtain

An Iniquitous Land Teauwre System

Hefore we go on to summarise the results which.
eo-operative movement has achieved (or Denmark
not be out of ﬂv:‘ 10 Eive sotue aconunt
Danish system !
& complete revolution has taken place
the eighties lund
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By L. Seaith-Govden snd Ceuies O'Biien

coroperative method is likely to be applied to solving
the remsinidip ’:J-A-lﬂm of land tenure. . In the official
Staystisk Aarbog of Denmark there are interesting
tables showing in detail the distnibution of co-opetative
socketion amongst the people. »

A_Nation of Co-operating Farmery

In the census taken in July, 1999, we find that in
the whole country there were 134,602 fanoers members
of eoroperative daines, owning between them 1,059 35
cows, of (his number, 75,000 owning 58 000 cows were
holders of less than 60 seres, whilst there were anly
12000 persins who were members of dairies which
were non-co-operative.  Affilisted to the cooperative
shbatoirs were 86510 holders owning between them
W, Wty |-:‘. of these, 45,619 people owning 442,405
pigs were holders of propery under 60 acres.  In the
“EE exporting societies there were 45172 members
owning over 3000000 hens. The cattle exporting
sucieties, the home breeding societies, the pig rasing
raising societies have between

societion and the s
them » i about 60,000 wembers. Turn-
ing to the : societies, we find the

co-sperative store
total sumber of members in 1914 was 243 553, of whom
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pbe heded that
or the large
han for the mmall hobder, and
hobdings arv reather toss semall

lu-.t‘uuluanhl with
caltusr although the jevr f land
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:Mddmnlum-‘m-mmh,
crvation of ro-operstive swwtws of exusting semall
holders who will cocperate to work their land and
will pool thewr profite, thus effecting » -ving
n the .‘mh':hl dve-
ad¥ ant agee winghe K

which » e d-nw of the n-um":“n‘l
A slanderd equipment. Thus, preat as has been the
tramphes of coaperatss in [eamark. more and more
¢ s hound o come. dnd the
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7.225 were in Coppabagen sl the remainder in rural
detncts and couptry touns

Few Extremes of Poverty and Riches

When we consider that the popudation of Dessnark
® lews than theer mullons thewe figures will sufficently
indiente that the oo e movement has taken
Pmensten of the w prople and has spread s
net aver the whole country. The standard of living
w lower, not usnaturally i Deasark, than i sin reh,
industrial countres ke England Much more mar-

esnne foe « phe, = ¢ o, although # & an
mtereeting fact that in the | of family ex-
pwnditure o by the | government, the

returne show that the Dansh anzan alone, amongst -

the varous clases of the Memanunity, consumes more
butter than he dors marganne Yet, notent
that the standard of lving » low, there are not sye
extrvmes of wrty and rehes as in grest industrial
countrwe  (Raervers " oon meord that the
INnph agneultural n on the whole, Setter
chfhed, botter fod and more coandortaldy housed than
most of his chs i Germany, France or B
Unbike most countres i which it » for the
staral latreer 1o bevoane anyt e, he may

™ Rk o be & thnafty sad st o worh
avad hinvell 0 tme of they ofate-asded factliten for
obdaining & Itk progerty of his own. It has often

bewn ohaerved that the eandard of work @ sgneulture
in Denmark » w0 much higher than that of countrws
ke England and lrvland, that the Danish farmer,
i onder 10 rae his subasstence from the sodl. has to
Inbor much more strenuously Than his competitor
with s Be well balanrrd tetueen norh and recreation
and that he hae no e (o the cultivatoon of hie mind

Al i o dilienlt 1o sinke & happy medium be-
turen the inrrt e e hrh 9o darrve i mans ~ounttws
Ri
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and a life of over-toil, it is probable that the Danish
farmer in working so hard as he does, does not exclude
all possibilities of making his occupation pleasant ans’
not overburdensome. It is certain indeed that the
standard of rural edueationn Denffiark is much hi
than in many agrneultural eonununities. Not” only
» this so in Mul" to the usual ml.jwl- of edueation
of a rufal people, but it is true of their agricultural
education as well. From the Royval Agricultural Col-
jege in Copenhagen, which has 31 and 500
pupils, 1o the adult or popular high school, which
'u\'e about 8,000 pupils of the agricultural and horti-
eultural schools, to which the state makes a yearly
grant of £26.000, every facility is offered to old and
young to reeeive both ordinary and technical edueation.
In 1913-14, the last year for which we have statistios
of the agricultural and the popular scho
find that there were 2,000 male and 300 female st s
in the agricultural schools, and 4,000 male and 3,000
female students in the popular high schools. In the
agrieultural sehools 1,300 pupils were between 18 and
25 and over 400 were over 25 years, whilst in the popular
high schools over 5,000 males and females were between
18 and 25 and about 700 were over 25, i
teultural schools there are courses in

fnull’ ure, wulture, dawrving
ost of the students in t schools

?i
i

in agriculture, » fair numbér take the course in
wu.—n-—mum
In high there are courses
n knowledge, for those who
Mhtbuhulini:lhu - courses in
gymnastics, courses of a more advanced gen-
= oral character for those who want to finish the
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Co-operation at the Base of Danish Industry

Some Danish industries which have now at-
/ tained & remarkable size owe their present
standard entirely to the co-operstive move-
As we bave seenr in & previous article,
it was so with the hacon industry. At the start

wrship of 45,172, owning between them 3,000,000
hens, that s to say, & fourth of the total number of
henwin Deamark. The and packing of the
eges are done under the sinctest supervison, and
heavy fines are med by the federation on Yaem-
bers who are I-J-#olb ur debilerately seading,
bad eggs lor export egx export trade of Des.
mark bhas incveased from MDD eges in 1IN 10
30,0 0 today  There is no dould that thie large
trade has been in the main built up by cooperative
et hembe -dhlhn 1;- ug:::u.n which Dunish
graded. egpe have s due to rnngrnl supery s
of the export federation

Eighteen Agricultaral Experta Lmployeod

What pves the Danish co-operative movement e
tusrf (e other countrion s that the Danes
that agrieulture being their main industry,
required tion and should aot be left
under the ha methods which prevail still in
many countries. The state, the scientints and the far-
wers themeeives, when oace realised the vahee of
ro-operation in one beaneh of the farming industry,
were ‘not prepared 1o ket it rest there ¥ pro-
pemed 10 apply 1 10 beanch, and to s and
timulate s application by providing the facilities ¢
whieh we have desenibed for eduestion of & teeh
neenl ae well as of & growral character, and by placing
At I wrviee of the farmers the memt authartative
expert advice 16 matters ennnected with agrieulture
which can be sweured  Eighteen agriculters)] o
two of whomn are agricultursl consuls, are -mm
satingnd «n Pogr

g YOelober 17, 1917
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