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OUR TRADE RE-ADJUSTMENT

Almost immediately upon the owtbreak of
the war the commercial shipping of Germany
and Austria was driven from the seas by the
British and  French fleets, and the foreign
commerce of both these nations has been
rnlllp'(‘[('l.\ severed. - In addition to this an
immense numhber of  Belgian factories hayve
been destroyved and many others closed on
account of the war, and the same applies to
the¢ war zone in Northern France. This
disruption of trade will cause enormons fosses
to the countries in the war zone, as well as
to countries that may have no part in the war
whatever.  The magnitude of the calamity
caused |).\ the war 1s ,N"\l)II(I estimate and s
felt in every corner of the world.  As a resull
of the war every commercial nation is com
pelled to re-adjust its business, and that re
adjustment  will be accompanied by heavy
losses for some and great opportunities for
others. Those countries to  whom  Austria
and Germany had been shipping  manufac
tured goods must now sceure them elsewhere,
and this affords a great opportunity to our
Canadian manufacturers who are in a position
to produce the goods formerly provided by
these two European countries.  We are glad
to note that the Canadian Manufacturers’
Association, as well as the Dominion Govern
ment and sthe press of Canada generally, s
alive to this situation and is endeavoring to
take advantage of it to the utmost. —€anadian
goods in the present crisis can undoubtedly
be introduced into many new markets, and
it will depend upon the energy and enterprise
of our manufacturers to IIM these markets
when  German and  Austdad conimerce s
released by the close of the war. It should
not be forgotten that as soon as the war 1=
over German and Austrian shipping will be
released and these countries will make un
precedented  efforts to recover their trade.
They will be successful at least in renewing
the trade in products which they are natirally
suited to produce, becanse in those lines their
cost of production will be lower than that of
their competitors.  For this reason it weould
be folly for us to attempt to establish in Canada
industries not suited to our conditions in order
to capture this temporarily suspended trade
of Germany and Austria, as it would only
prove to bhe an additional economic burden
upon our people. It should also be remem
bered that free trade, or at least free nmports:
would “allow our manufacturers to decrease
their cost of production and this wounld pro
vide them with an essential quality in their
goods for a successful export business

Aside from the matter of foreign trade,
however, we have a great industrial problem
at  home. Many of our manufacturers
were exporting to Germany and \ustriz and
have lost this trade entire
from Great  Britain, . F
I{HN.M \\i“ IN‘ U'. cOolrse ;'I"‘.'l".
This forees Upan our mantfacturers who are
thus affected the necessity of a re-adjustment
conagitions and 1t will un

v, while the demana
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to m-oet the new '
btedly “ a severe handicap in some
doubtedly mean a severe handicap i
Canadian Manufacturers \<
sociation is o Ay urging its members not
to take advantage of the war to increase
prices of the necessities of hife and thus turn

cases. 'llﬂ'

a4 national calamity into |u-1~tm:s| gain.  The
\sdociation is also urging its mt-mlwr-. to
;"'l’ their factories in n;wrulit.!, at full timne
if possible, and if not on part time, even tho
profits mayv  be somewhat xw!n{uvl ['his
action on the part of the Canacian Manu
Association  is  not - only  sound
patriotism, but it is sound business #.s0 :
Another phase of the campalgn now bheing
vigorously by the Canadian Manu

facturers'

preose uted
f“"'llr"l‘; .\“m‘i.‘i’inll. as well as }‘f' ?}H' press

.

of Canada generally, is to encourage Canadian
Canadian
Fhis also is o sCund business poliey, as in all

COHStmers to ltll_\ Ill.’llll' L’llll(l\
ol our ( .‘lIl:I(“.lII 4‘”‘]1‘\ We How l|;|\<' H 'JII'L"'
niumber of unemploved who must he main
tained by cbarity, which is not only humiliat
g to the recipient, but a dark blot.upon the
nation as well, -1t is far cheaper from the
standpoint  of  dollars  and  cents, _and  im
measurably better morally, to set the un
ciploved at work producing something we
need than it s o have them supported by
chiarity For this reason; in this time ol
national erisis, it is advisable for the Canadian
[u'np!r venerally to give a preference to Can
;ll“.‘lll e :‘(uul\ where priees and <|II;|“|_\
are ‘equal.. If this. pohey
every Canadian home for the nexst few months

were adopted in

it would set the wheels of Canadian industry
humming and greatly relieve the problem of
unemploviment in our cities. The manufac
turers
their factories in operation even al reduced
profits and it s the patriotic duty of the
Canadian public - to assist them by then
palronage. . Qur manufacturers, however, on
their part must meet this patriotic action on
the part of the consumers by maintainmg the
quality - of their output —and  keeping  their

ave declared their purpose of keeping

prices as low as possible

We have always seriously disagreed  with
the Canadian Manulacturer
the matter of the protective LarfF and we
believe that of Canadian industries had been
adjusted to a free trade basis they would haye
felt the shock of the war much less than they

\ssoctlion on

However, the erisis is upon us and we
\1«(\‘“'\

OGmpt action which can only be

have.
must  meet 1L as best  we  can
'I"Ill:llul\
given threa inercased patronage of home made
If this should

he accompanied by tavifl reduction it would

voods by our own consumers

decrease the cost of production imnour ( anadian
factories and enable them to hold the Can
adian market against all comers by providing
goods of a guality and at a price which would
defy competition.  If on the other hand the
present situation is seized upon by the manu
facturers o proposition which they entirely
disclaim  to seeure additional tarift favors for
their own personal benefit at the expense of
the Canadian  public, it will most certainly
bhe followed by reprisals on the part of the
consumers.  We shall hope that the Canadian
public support the Canadian manafactupe:

in the present crisis and that the mann
facturers themselves will not turn this oppor
funity to private gain

Another phase of the guestion which must
e rt-vn;'ni/"'] is that }»", |:.‘|Huni7irl;' Coanadian
industry we shall to a great extent decrease
our imports of manufactured  poods which
will mean decreased customs revenues for the
Dominion Government.  ‘These revennes have
already fallen off by a total of 20,600,001
in the Pt i vear and the Dominion Governes
ment must seck new sources of reveni If
the Canadian public patronizes Canadian in
dustries, as they are adviced to do, custom
revennes will fall far below the amount actually
required to defray the expenses of  running
yur national  government,  Probably  after
all this 1s- not. an unmixed evil for the
reason that it will force the Finanee NMinister
to seck new revenues and may possibly induce
him to draw upon the great resources of our
land values which were intended by
to produce ihese revénies It is also possible

that the Finance Minister may decm it wise

fatinre

to impose an income tax as has been done in
Great (CBritain and South Africa and some of
the  Furcpean  countries If the Finance
\IHI}W"! IA'?']I’] 'l“ "’:IHINH"I te) '.!Il I.h”| l,l'
these <ources of revenue it would be found so
agrecable to the l,lll.]i' and o casy and certain

to collect that the policy of raising revenues

by means of the tariff would he seen to he
not only unsafe hut inequitable as well,

THE NEW FREIGHT RATES

The new  freight rates  ordered by  the
Ratlway Commission as a result of the Western
Freight Rates Enqguiry, are now in force and
the principal changes are shown in a- table
which appears on another page of this issue,
It -will: be ol crved  that "l\il‘l“l rable  re
|Illl'|i<lll’ have Irrn made i the rates Lo :l”
four Western provinces NManitoba gdins the
least, but that is because the old rates to
\I:Ill”nll:i |ul||||\ were, |1I'|»]ml'|inl|‘ 'l!\\('l‘
than to the provinees further West.  The new
rates will affect considerable savings for the
farmers of the West, for hesides paying freight
indirectly on o great many things which they
huy locally, they are today, thea their various
co-operative agencies, paving large sums o
the railways themselves,  Apples from  the
Fast wud West, flour, sugar, coal and indeed
almost if not all- the goods which the co
operative gram growers are bhuyving thea their
organizations will cost less heeause of these
new freight rates This success should he a
great encouragement to the farmers of the
West to continne their work of organization,
education and agitation.  The inquiry which
resulted i these reductions was  the  first
real nvestigation  of  railway freight tarifls
ever made in Canada, The investigation was,
of conurse, rescnled |u'\ the I'.'Ii|\\:l‘\’
companics, who appeared to doeverything
i their power to prevent the real trath from
being  kndwn, but  public  opinion  was  so
strong that the mvestigation had to be held
and a measure of relief had to be given,  In
forming and expressing public opinion, the
Grain Growers” Associations and the United
Farmers of Alberta did their ‘lml‘l. along with
the  boards of trade and other bodies, and the
organized farmers, therefore, have a right to
feel that they have apgain he Iped to accomplish
something that is for the benefit of the people
as o wholeo The Railway Commission, and
particularly the Chairman, . L. Dravton,
K.C s deserving of the thanks of the West
for the measure of relief which has been given,
but warning should also be given that the farm
crs will not be satisfied until Western rates
are reduced to the level of those in foree in
the Fast

strongly

THIS YEAR’S LESSON

One of the most important and ol the same
time one of the least undertood operations
coeenbial to succes<ful farm management in
the Weet is corvect soil tillage, with the object
| Plants to
complete their development must have aceess

m o view of mioistare conservation

to o certain amount of moisture during their
growing scoson, because all the food which
they obtain from the soil is taken and dissolved
[ In ordinary years enough water
is obtained o the form of rain, which, united
with that <tored up naturadly thra the winter
and spring in the ground, is sufficient to
furnish enough food for plant growth Jut
there are times, such

m wialter

as the summer  just
ended, when less rain than usual 15 obtained,
and because there was not enough water in
the soil to supply as many plants as usual
with food material <ome died and the remain-
der, not baing able to reach complete develop
ment, gave as a result oa light, thin erop.
Repeatedly farmers have been urged to put
more cu'tivation upon the soil, but as long
as the number of aeres in crop was the factor
upon which a man’s prosperity was gauged
cultivation was bound to take second place.
Grne of the most remarkable and  pleasing
features, if a partial crop failure ‘owing to
drought can, from any standpoint, be reckoned
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