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warned Mr Viamee quebiy. ' MDenl

shimgin’ say of thet ampamectin’ talk

uh gotta look at this thing nght Here's
s good jobh with real meney an i you
don't gt N, somebody elee will The
world owes every feller the cats an’ sleeps
an’ them as don't grab ‘em off has only
gt theirselves 1o Blame. | sint slickin
‘round mysell any longet'n necrssary to
land my farm up there where you come
from; but yubhll just let me peel off »
8ty fer y'r Best week's pay an’ not hite
o J" nose Lo spite yv'r lace

eming suited the action 1o the word

but Gibbe promptly shoved the bWl hack
scross the table and shock his head

“Tharks, Nap PBut Brst let's go and
sor-the ‘' Doctor g

The Smythe Medieal Company had
ofBces on the seventh floor of & nearl
skyscraper and Gibbs was soon taking
stock of the Company’s lusxuriond
furnished reception room while Wiggine
was “Buing T with the Doctor himsell
in the latter's private office
diplomas with gold and red seals hung
bere and there on the walls in handsome
frames of Cirenssian walnutl. Strange
and bhighly colored charts ruthlessd
fayed the human body and exposed the
inner mysteries of anatomy here was
s tlass cnse, full of queer and murder
looking surgical instruments which might
well be ealeulated to impress the uniniti
ated. There was a shield, covered with
purp‘o velvel., to which was pinned a
number of medals A subtle, indefinable
odor of disinfectants pervaded the place
with & suggestion of hospitals

Once an inner door opened and Gibbe
caught a glimpee of a big room full of

Ghittering

Britain's Greates

When the session of 1843 opened there
was an unfortunate incident between
Peel and Cobden in Parliament, which
was due to a misinterpretation of one of
Cobden’s statements, but undoubtedly
had some effect in drawing Peel away
for the time being from the free trade
cause. Cobden asked the House to hold
the Premier individually responsible for
the position of the country and Peel
proceeded to interpret the words as
meaning personally responsible. The
Premier seized the opportunity to make a
biting attack on Cobden, which the House
as a whole applauded and the latter's ene-
nin.pohornmn;mhhnllp ruined. By
the country rallied to Cobden’s side and
meetings were held in many places to

t against the treatment which the
ree trade leader had received. The year
1843 saw a great agitation in each of the
three kingdoms. Daniel O'Connell was
rousing Ireland with his outery for repeal;
Scotland was engaged in the famous
religious schism which led to the Dis-
ruption, and in England the Corn lLaw
League was daily gaining ground. By
this time the League had converted to free
trade by far the larger number of manu-
facturems, merchants, shop-keepers and
the bejter class artisans. They now
turned to other elements and set to work
to prove the injuries which the Corn
Laws inflicted upon the tenant farmers
and laborers, in fact on every class
except the landlords. The time was ripe:
the farmers were securing low prices and
the rabid protectionists in the country
were disgusted at the free trade con-
cessions in the budget.

Cobden a National Figure

The speakers of the League met with
bitter opposition in many places and
fierce debates with protectionist champ-
ions were frequent. At Dorchester there
was an attempt to storm the platform,
but the Free Traders were prepared and,
sided by the friendly laborers, repulsed
the attack of the monopolists, who were
mostly corn factors, estate agents and
other satellites of the landlords. Cobden
always asked his opponents to show in
whi way farmers and farm laborers
had profited by the Corn Laws since
1815. At Ayleshyry, which was a great
protectionist strdaghold, Lord Nugent,
who presided #t a meeting, declared
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“How do?™ he bobled perf
and waved one pud; hand toward
chaw

Befose the latesview was bal r
Gibbs had made up his mind 1 teliyee
whatever offer was made him s
dislike for the man was so strong and was
growing so rapidly as he sat there that the
young farmer found himsell wanting !
get up and do him a bodil njur n pure
dsgust of his conceil, his h pocTie his
w hole shallow make-un The feeling
caused Gibbs o check himsell sharpl
it made him angry with himself ne
thing was certain—he could pever work
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1838-1847
By J. A. Stevenson

ARTICLE IV

Defeating the Landed Aristocracy

that the opponents of free trade were as
few as its supporters would have been
twenty years before. At Colchester there
was & great contest between Cobden and
Me. C. P. Villiers vs. Sir John Tyrrell
and Mr. Ferrand, two redoubtable Pro-
tectionists. The battle raged for six
hours and the Free Traders achieved a
striking victory At this time Cobden
prm!uu”\ lived on |-x|h"n platforms and
his position in the country became second
to none in politics The subject of the
condition of the people was even dis
cussed in Parliament and Cobden lost
no opportunities of making his points
in favor of free trade When a county
member moved what amounted to a
vote of censure on the League, Cobden
retorted with an account of the state of
the laborers of the member's own estales
and proved that in his county of Dorset
one out of every seven of the pn[yulu',un
was a pauper. Later in the session he
made a vigorous attack on the sugar
duties and the policy of preference to
the produce of British Colonies when the
latter contributed nothing to the revenues
and burdened the Mother Country with
civil and military expenses. The whole
colonial trade amounted only to 210
000.000) a year and £5.000.000 was spent
by the Mother Country to secure it
At this time Gladstone was prepared to
expound eloquently the principles of free
trade, but was ready to give clever
reasons for not applying them However,
Cobden declared that unless there was a
general revival free trade was bound to
come from the necessities of the Ex-
chequer At the end of the session
Bright and Cobden continued their cam-
paign They were ubiquitous; one day
at Manchester, another at Lincoln,
another at Salisbury, then in Hadding
tonshire. They had a splendid campaign
in Scotland and the North of England
ending up with two fine meetinzs in Hull

Millions of Tracts Circulated

It is interesting to recount the statistics
of the Anti-Corn Law agitation as shown
by the report of 1843. Five hundred
persons had been employed in distributing
tracts from house to house and 5,000,000
had been delivered to parliamentary
electors, while the total distributed to
non-electors and others had been upwards
of 9,000,000. One hundred and forty

towns had been visited and there had been
a vast number of meetings in purely
agricultural districts £50,000 had been
expe nded in the current year and 41'!?1!1;‘
the next year nearly £00,000 had actually

been raised. The circulation of the free
trade newspaper, whose name had now
been changed to “"The League.” was

0. 000 Cobden believed in the efficiency
He always felt
that if the truth was brought to peoples
e In October,
1843, his cause won a notable victory,
when in the city of London, the centre
of the financial world, a Free Trader was

of a ast propagandism

s Lhe must embrace it

returned after a vigorous contest with
the Protectionists, who were backed up
by all the government influence. In 15484
the Corn Laws fell into the backgound
through a temporary revival of trade
In reply to the assertion that the rate
of wages was regulated by the price of
corn, and that a lower price of corn meant
a fall in wages, Cobden skilfully turned
the attack against the protectionist land
owners, hy deseribing the moral, social
and ecconomic state of the rural laborers
and stating that it was the fear of re-
duction of this condition which caused
the Chartist agitation in the towns. He
declared that a starving pe pulation could
never form a valuable class of domestic
consumers of corn

Dispute Over Factory Acts

At this period Cobden and other leaders

began to fear that the completion of
their labors would take a longer time than
the anticipated Ihes decided to
abandon the pocket boroughs controlled
| the aristocracy, which were hopeless

from their point of view, and to con
centrate on the manufacturing cities and
the larger constituences where a change
of ;-u'vi'i opinion could be hoped for
Meantime Parliament occupied a con
siderable portion of its time with social
legislation, such as the Factory Acts
The development of manufactures and
the increase and distribution of the popu-
lation forced upon the nation a crowd of
new difficulties and circumstances with
which it was ill prepared to deal. To
illustrate the change in 1818 it was esti-
mated that 57,000 people were employed
in cotton factories and by 1840 the number
had risen to 460,000, Throughout this
famous Parliament of 1841 to 1847 there
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Friday

or rather

e AL _leaving the office
|

lay of culmipat

2 Wasa

f was Frida sight 1he Yhing happened
It had been planned that the advertining
pai tment would leave the city on Satur

s 8 their frsl joint trip inte the coun

ir Wigeinse had been busy all week

go 1 hering together his material armanging
his inerary and initiating his assistant
the deviouts mysteries of Llestimonial
ating It appeared that there was »
# for Mesars. Wiggine and Gibbe

ve salary, on every ignorant

n s howo they gotl o R he
te ot aial for & cash nuderation. Bve
jollars extra ¥ they secured his phots

As the werel progressed however

Gibhe noted that Mr Wiggine' enthusiasn
was undergoieg a hange The change
- et gradual and on the surface
Wiggins maintiained the same Luosant
of him

But to Gibbe, who was thrown much in

garrulity that was charscteristic

hie mpany L was apparent that the
ther was ot sltogether himself At
frst he attributed it to the fact that this
was the longest consecntive period which

Nap had spent inside the office and that
he was merely chafing at the indoor work
As the dass went by, however. Giblhs
notled an increasing pre-occupation in
the evshowman's manner and an increas
ng tendency to keep to himself ik ha
said nothing. but wateched covertly: he
liked Nap and secretly hoped he had not
been getling into any kind of trouble
Thursday afterncon Wigmns had drop
ped a slip of paper., on which was written
On restoring this
Gibhbs had been favored with a keen look

C antinged on Page 29

a telephone pumber

t Victory

was undoubledly a great effort. both on
the part of the Premier and his more
enlightened colleagues and of independent
reformers and philanthropists of all kinds,
to regulate and ameliorate a state of
sociely which had threatened to become
unmanageable. Cobden and his friends
were strong individualists and the charge
bas been brought against them that they
selfishly resisted the Factory Acts which
regulated the hours and conditions of
labor and industry. These acts were
zealously favored by the country
landlords as a weapon to annoy the
manufacturers
Bilieved in Cheap Food

It is false to charge Coben with
indifference to the condition of
the working classes What he main-
tained was that all restrictions and
regulations of industry ought to be
secured by the demands and independent
action of the workmen themselves and
not by the assistance of the law. He
believed that the cheapening of food would
do more to ameliorate the conditions of
the artisan classes and put them in a
better position to take Hxn|-|u‘nt|vni
action for their own protection than a
score of legislative enactments. In 1844
the League started new tactics and began
to give systematic attention to electoral
registration The Free Traders had a
powerful position in 150 borough and city
seats, but even in their stronghold of
Lancashire they were weak in the counts
divisions Fhere was in the Reform Act
v clause known as the 40 shilling free-
hold clanse, which entitled a man who
held land valued at 40 shillings to qualify
for a vote Cobden appealed to the large
class of shop-keepers and mechanies who
had saved a little money to invest it in
such a frechold and there was a wide-
spread response from the class appealed
to. The plan was enthusiastically taken
up and by 1845 between four and five
thousand new electors had been brought
upon the list in Yorkshire, Lancashire
and Cheshire, where it is calculated that
over 21,000,000 was invested hy individ-
uals for this purpose \'rr.\' many persons
in other parts of the country, who believed
in Cohden’s policies, took his advice and
qualified for an extra vote and the plan
contributed much to the further diminu-
tion of the power of the landed aristo-
cracy




