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a» drag**' mi
Vil |a*lê Ut II llui llMM n<l>l II"»'*
• •and fnb with irai en B#y U ynW 
doa'l gît H. aoierbodi ale» edi tiw 
mM OWI ev»sy Irflrf the rota sleeps 

tiw a» a* don't grab »m <•# ha» oui»
frt lheiraei«»« !.. blew I » 
rmaod a») arlf najr bmgei'a asirwnmry le 

U ad farm ep tbn elwf» yen «-«.rae
froaa. bel y ah il jael bt «w p*d a 
Ht) la» jr’r Int e»»h‘» pay ee aol Ml» 
o#V» Boa» le apHa y‘r fera *

Wiegtaa aeilad tb» arüoe to the »<■»•!.

^MdMrtbaaiM d li4.ifc«yr«i» **

bel lïtMw proeiptly ahoaad tb» Mil herb 
tabla aed aboi h bie bai

Bel Irai lat'a go and a
l tb» tabla i

** Tbaaka. Map

Tb» Hmytbe M»diral • ompaai bad 
»Bm ee tb» seveelb loor -4 a eaarhy 
ahyarrape» aed fiibba ee» anne tableg 
etocb al tiw Company'* leaeakiedy 
leretabad feceptina m»»wt eh4» Wiggie. 
eaa "ltl«g H6 wilb Iba Ihetw himself 
le Iba latlaa'a pat rat» oSra Glilleriag 
diplomas with gold aed fed «aale beag 
bare aed Iba fa oe Iba Wall» le heads..m» 
fraie»» ol fiarweaiaa waleel Ht ran»» 
aed highly enleavd rharl» fwlblaedy 
Hayed tb» beewa body aed atmad Iba 
■aeaa aiyataaiaa of anatomy There WM 
a gtaae raaa. fed ol qeaaf and meadafou» 
looking eeagiral iealaenwet» which might 
wed be ralrelatad le impaaw» Iba weieiti- 
a lad There waa a ibirld. rorerad wilb 
peapla yd rat. le which waa pinned a 
number ol medals A awhtl». iadeffaabl» 
odor ol diaé alertant» par railed Iba plaça 
with a anggwalioe <4 boapilal»

Owe» ea inner door opened aed Gibbs 
caught a glimpee ol a big room lull >4

«ar»e»pw«lanew I _ 
front «4 I bam «roar* -4 girl», it •»• m»d 
Th»r» ta» a faille of typewriter*. a real- 
bag of many papa»» and a »wbdu»d mur­
mur than tb» Inof rlwwd again Tb» 
Hmytbr Mad*el I -.mount no certainly 
doing a land-»-*»» liedeaua. wbatarar 
might be «aid aa la lb» efBrary ol I beta

pry,» ally Wiggia* rrapprarad el I be 
door oI lb» prirata i.fltr» and in rrehn»» 
lo hi» harboeing Sugar liiMw foflnwed 
him into Iba parwnra <4 I hut or |..r»a#-> 
'mt the II» found him-cl I curing at 
a Mg 1**1 wd man who eel bunebad era» 

ambogant dash, a man wilb Sabhy 
party etwee* and ajnu I bat bed the 
•pf earn nee -4 M-ing «hn-rmuHy •mail 
behind lb» ctaaplioeal I hie here» ,4 bi* 
gtacur» l.ihlw aa» r«m«rioe« -4 an 
intuitive didiha a* be adranrad arrom 
Ike thick Turkish rug

Amyl ha coopt the cl» un-cut athletic 
leur» al tlw Mg Manitoban wilb ne in* 
different glance

-flow doV* be h»-M*-d perfunctorily 
and wared one pudgy band toward a 
chair

Before Iba interview was half ore» 
fiildw bad mad» up bi» mind lo rrfuw 
whatever offer wat mad» lo him lino 
didiha fog Iba man wee so drone and was 
growing eo rapidly a» b» eut there thaï the 
young farmer found himurlf wanting lo 
gal up and do him a Uwfily injury in purr 
dieguat <4 bia conceit, hie hypocrisy. hie 
whole «hallow meka-Up The feeling 
cau»ad fiibba lo check bimeelf sharply. 
it made bjm angry wilb himself <No­
thing wee certain—be could never work

pay i-m I- 
•udd»nl> »

•tfWk 
figti a urea to atari. 
rc.n-lu.bd - Mr Wig.

gin» bate raeomnwnd* »«m highly an" 
I'm sillin' bn tub» the rhun»» ' II» 
gathered together a «beef of aigned 
letter» a» hr «poke and pu»b»d a d»»k 
last Inn

liilib» we« yt»l opening bi* month for 
a Sal reduce I she* Iw got hi» Bret glimpse 
•4 the girt \o|»M*4t in band, cbe mme 
in through a ib*■» re the left a trim little 
Bgwie in a Murk dm* wilb while lace 
cJler and cuff» Her feel urn ware die- 
linrlly bighl-red. krr eyes dark and ex­
pensive It sa»n*l that eke ea* ewrb 
a pertly girl toil there wae about her an 
indeSnalje attract ii cans, a wl* leeome- 
new that appealed Hhe adenlly I»** 
tlw lellers which Amy the »ilee«l»d and 
went owl again

l.ilde cleared hie thr«»»!
•' I accept yowl offer. Ih-rtnr, and am 

ready lo I -gin work any time,** was what 
he aaid

II
The week that fr (lowed we* owe of 

great eveela. O* Monday fiibfw waa 
formally ialmdwred lo Mia* Colthi* and 
helped her re mange I he ed'ertUiag Me» 
whirh were In hef rare Tor «day was 
I he day he di«rovered that Nap Wiggin» 
had a very high opinion of a certain rowdn 
•4 Mi.» < «4he*. On Wr.lnccday M-th 
!.. and Wiggia* paid »n »'»ning rail at 
Mi»» I «dline" lillle Sal and met Mias 
f ollin» mother -and the couain. Oa 
Tburoiay f*iM* went alone lo the aforw- 
sai.l lillle flat to rr«|..rr a liny hnndher- 
chief nbirh Mias < ollin» had dropped aa

! rtdej naan day of cuimtealwe or raluo 
It u«. Table» night the thing happened 

It had been planned that the advertising 
depat Imrel a «mid be»» the city on Haler 
day oa llwir Scat mini trip into Ike reen­
try Wiggin» bad bean busy all eerk.

Cl lheriag logwlber bie material, arranging 
a itinerary and initialing bia aaaeataat 

into Iba dactnna myalaria* «d testimonial 
bunting ll appeared that there was a 
rake-off foe Mewra Wiggins and fiibba. 
oiar and above salary, on every ignorent 
bumpkin a bom they got in sign the 
Itvlimoeml foe a reek considéra thro. See 
dollar» cairn if they aacerrd bia photo 

be ■ Iba uaab progressed, boeevar. 
fiibfw noted that Mr Wiggiea" eelbuamem 
waa underg.*eg a change The change 
mi ' ary gradual and on the eerier# 
Wiggins maintained Iba am» hsojaal 
garrulity that wae ckararleriat* of him. 
Bui lo G11» he. who waa thrown much In 
hi* compeer, il waa apparent that the 
other waa not altogether bimaalf At 
Si»l ba attributed il la I be feci that this 
waa Iba longest ccmaacwliva period which 
Nap had spent inside llw »Srr and that 
ba waa maraiy rlmSag al lhe indoor work 
Aa I hr day a went by, bewevwr. Gibta 
noted an increasing prw-orrwpnlion in 
Iba ai-«bowman's manner and an increas­
ing landanry In lutrp lo bimaalf. Gil ha 
an id nothing, but welched covertly: hr 
liked Nap and merrily hoped he had not 
bran galling into any hied <4 troubla 

Thuieday afternoon Wiggins bad drop­
ped a dip of paper, on which waa written 
• telephone number, On restoring this. 
Gibb* had Man favored with a keen look

Britain’s Greatest Victory
1838-1847 

By J. A. Stevenson
Aimcu. iv

Defeating the Landed Aristocracy
When the session of 1**3 opened there 

was an uafortuaate incident between 
Peel and t'obden in Partin maul, which 
waa due to a m«interpretation of one <4 
Cobden'e statement», but undoubtedly 
bed tome effect in drawing Ted away 
for the time being from the free trade 
cause I'obdca naked the House to hold 
the Premier individually responsible for 
the position of the country end Peel 
proceeded to interpret the words as 
meaning personally responsible. The 
Premier anted the opportunity to make a 
biting attack on Cobden, which the House 
aa a whole applauded and the latlrr'sene- 
mica spoke of aim aa politically ruined, fly 
the country rallied to Cobden'a aide and 
meeting» were held in many places to 
protest against the treatment which the 
free trade leader had received. The year 
1*43 saw a great agitation in each of the 
three kingdom*. Daniel O'Connell waa 
rousing Ireland with hie outcry for repeal; 
Scotland wae engaged in the famous 
religious schism which led to the Dis­
ruption, and in Kngland the Corn lev 
League wae daily gaining ground. Ity 
this time tb# League had converted to tree 
trade by tar the larger number of manu- 
farturem. merchants, shop-keepers and 
the belter class artisans They now 
turned to other elements end set to work 
to prove the injuries which the Corn 
Laws inflicted upon the tenant farmers 
and laborers, in fact on every class 
except the landlords. The time was ripe: 
the farmers were securing low prices and 
the rabid protectionists in the country 
were disgusted at the free trade con­
cessions in the budget.

Cobden a National Figure
The speakers of the League met with 

bitter opposition in many places and 
fierce debates with protectionist champ­
ions were frequent. At Dorchester there 
was an attempt to storm the platform, 
but the Free Traders were prepared and. 
aided by the friendly laborers, repulsed 
the attack of the monopolists, who were 
mostly corn factors, estate agents and 
other satellites of the landlords. Cobden 
always naked his opponents to show in 
which way farmers and farm laborers 
had profited by the Corn Laws since 
ISIS. At Ayleatary, which was a great 
protectionist stronghold. Lord Nugent, 
who presided gt a meeting, declared

that the opponents of free trade were es 
few ns its supptirters would have been 
twenty years before. At <"«4cheeler there 
was a great contest between Cobden and 
Mr. C. P. Villiers va. Sir John Tyrrell 
and Mr. Ferrand, two redouhtaM» Pro­
tectionists. The battle raged for six 
hours and the Free Traders achieve»! a 
striking victory. At this time foMien 
practically lived on paMic platform» and 
nia position in the eounlry here me second 
to none in politics. The subject of the 
condition <4 the proplc was even dis­
cussed in Parliament and CoMlen lost 
no opportunities «4 making his points 
in favor of free traile. When a county 
member moved what amounteil to a 
vote <4 censure on the League, Cobden 
retorted with an account al the state of 
the laliorers <4 the memlier's own estates 
and proved that in his county <4 Dorset 
one out «4 every seven of the population 
was a pauper. Later in the session he 
made a vigorous attack on the sugar 
duties and the p«4icy of preference to 
the produce of British Colonies when the 
latter contributed nothing to the revenue* 
and burdened the Mother Country with 
civil and military expenses. The whole 
colonial traile amounteil only to *10,- 
000.0011 a year and *3,000,000 was spent 
by the Mother Country to secure it. 
At this time Gladstone was prepared to 
expound eloquently th«- principles of free 
traile, hut was ready to give Hever 
reasons for not applying them. However, 
Cobden declared that unless there was a 
general revival free trade was bound to 
come from the necessities of the Ex­
chequer. At the end of the session 
Bright and Cobden continued their cam­
paign. They were ubiquitous; one day 
at Manchester, another at Lincoln, 
another at Salisbury, then in Hadding­
tonshire. They had a splendid campaign 
in Scotland and the North of England, 
ending up with two fine meetin-s in Hull

Millions of Tracts Circulated
It is interesting to recount the statistics 

of the Anti-Corn Law agitation as shown 
by the report of 1**3. Five hundred 
persons had I wen employed in distributing 
tracts from house to house and 3.000.000 
had been delivered to parliamentary 
electors, while the total distributed to 
non-electors and others had I wen upwards 
of 9,000.000. One hundred and forty

towns had hern visited and there bad been 
a vast numtwr of meetings in purely 
agricultural districts. 130.000 had been 
expended in the current year and during 
the next year nearly £-10,000 had actually 
been raised. The circulation of the free 
trade newspaper, whose name bad now 
lwen changed to "The League," waa 
30.000. Cobden believed in the efficiency 
of a vast propagandists. Hr always felt 
that if the truth was brought to peoples' 
door* they must embrace it. In October. 
1*13, his cause won a notable victory, 
when in the city of London, the centre 
of the financial world, a Free Trader was 
returned after a vigorous contest with 
the Protectionists, who were harked up 
by all the government inflnrn-e. In lit* 
the Corn Laws fell into the harkgound 
through a temporary revival of trade. 
In reply to the assertion that the rate 
of wages was regulated by the price of 
corn, and that a lower price of corn meant 
a fall in wages. Cobden skilfully turned 
the attack against the protectionist land 
owners, by describing the moral, social 
and economic state of the rural lalmrera 
and staling that it wa« the frar of re­
duction of this condition whirh caused 
the Chartist agitation in the towns. He 
declared that a starving population could 
never form a valuable class of domestic 
consumers of corn.

Dispute Over Factory Art»
At this period CoMlen and other leaders 

Iwgan to fear that the completion of 
their lalmrs would take a longer time than 
they anticipated. They decided to 
abandon the piwket 1».roughs controlled 
by the aristocracy, which were hopeless 
from their point of view, and to con­
centrate on the manufacturing cities and 
the larger constituenees where a change 
of public opinion could be hoped for. 
Meantime Parliament ncnipied a con­
siderable portion of its time with social 
legislation, such as the Factory Acts. 
Tl.c development of manufactures and 
the increase and distribution of the popu­
lation forced upon the nation a crowd of 
new difficulties and circumstances with 
whirh it was ill prepared to deal. To 
illustrate the change in 1*1* it was esti­
mated that 37.000 people were employed 
in rot ton factories and by 1*40 the number 
had risen to **11.000. Throughout this 
famous Parliament of 1**1 to 1847 there

was undoubtedly ■ greet effort, both oa 
the part of the Premier sod his more 
enlightened colleagues aad of iadependent 
reformers aad philanthropists of all kinds, 
to regulate and ameliorate a state of 
society which had threatened to become 
unmanageable. Cobden and his friends 
were strong individualists and the charge 
has been brought against them that thee 
selfishly resisted the Factory Acts which 
regulated the hours and conditions of 
labor and industry. These acts were 
sealously favored by the country 
landlords as a weapon to annoy the 
manufacturers.

B. Iteved in Cheap Food 
It is false to charge Co ben with 

indifference to the condition of 
the working classes What be main­
tained was that all restrictions aad 
regulations of industry ought to be 
secured by the demands and independent 
action of the workmen themselves and 
not by the assistance of the law. fie 
believed that the cheapening of food would 
do more to ameliorate the conditions of 
the artisan classes and put them in a 
better position to take independent 
action for their own protection than a 
score of legislative enatIntents. In IK** 
the League started new tarties and began 
to give systematic attention to electoral 
registration. The Free Traders had a 
powerful position in 13* borough and city 
seats, but even in their stronghold of 
I-aneashirr they were weak in the county 
divisions. There was in the Reform Art 
a clause known as the 10 shilling free­
hold clause, which entitled a man who 
held land valued at *0 shillings to qualify 
for a vote. Cobden appealed to the large 
class of shop-keepers and merhanirs who 
had saved a little money to invest it in 
such a freehold and there was a wide­
spread response from the class appealed 
to. The plan was enthusiastically taken 
up and by 1**3 between four and five 
thousand new electors had been brought 
upon the list in Yorkshire, Lancashire 
and Cheshire, where it is calculated that 
over <1.000,000 was invested by individ­
uals for this purpose. Very many persons 
in other parts of the country, who believed 
in Cohden's policies, took his advice and 
qualified for an extra vote and the plan 
contributed much to the further diminu­
tion of the power of the landed aristo­
cracy.


