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I’m a little tender plant 
In the garden of my God ; 

Gentle care I daily want,
Anil the sunshine of the Lord. 

Thon I hope that I shall bear 
Little blossoms, bright and fair.

CHIU ST IX AU, OUR 
SORROWS.

HOME

X

Wo want the religion of Christ in all 
our home sorrows, i hero are ten thou
sand questions that come up in tile 
best regulated households that must he 
settled. Perhaps the father has one 
favorite in the family, the mother an
other favorite in the family, and there 
are many questions that need delicate 
treatment. Tyranny and arbitrary de
cision have no place in a household. If 
the parents love God there will be a 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and a spirit of for
giveness, and of kindness which will 
throw its charm over the entire house
hold. Christ will come into that house
hold, and will say, “ Husbands, love 
your wives, and be'not bitter against 
them; wives, see that you reverence 
your husbands ; children, obey your 
parents in the Lord ; servants, be obedi
ent to your masters,” ami the family 
will be like a garden on a summer 
morning—the grass-plot, and tlie 
flowers, and the vines, and the arch of 
honeysuckle glittering with dew. But 
then there will be sorrows that will 
come to the household. There arc few 
families that can escape the stroke of 
financial misfortune. Financial misfor
tune comes to a house where there is 
n<> religion. They' kick against divine 
allotments, they curse God for the in
coming calamity, they withdraw from 
the world because they cannot hold as 
high a position in society as they' once 
did, and they fret, and they scowl, and 
they sorrow, and they die. During the 
past few year.^there have been tens of 
thous inds of men destroyed, not only 
for this life, but for the life to come, by 
their financial distresses. But misfor
tune comes to the Christian household. 
If religion has full sway in that house, 
they stoop gracefully. They say,‘ This 
is right.” The father «ays “Perhaps 
money was getting to bo my idol. Per
haps God is going to make me a better 
Christian by putting me through the 
furnace of tribulation. Besides, why 
should I fret anyhow ? He who own- 
eth the cattle on a thousand hills, 
ami out of whose hands all the fowls of 
heaven peck their food, is my father. 
He clotheth the lilies of the field ; he 
will clothe me. If he takes care of the 
raven, and the hawk, and Ike vulture, 
most certainly l^p will take care of rue. 
his child.” Sorer troubles come, sick
ness and death. Loved ones sleep the 
last sleep. A child buried out of sight. 
You sayT ;—“ Alas ! for this bitter day. 
God has dealt very sorrily with me. 1 
can never look up. Oh 1 God, I cannot 
bear it.” Christ comes in and he says : 
—“ Hush ! O troubled soul ; it is well 
with the child. I will strengthen thee 
in all thy troubles. My grace is suffi
cient. When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee.”
i‘ When through the deep waters I call 

thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow ; 
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to 

bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest dis

tress.”

CHRIST, THE SOURCE OF 
SIUXARY LIFE.

MIS-

Every impulse and stroke of mission- 
power on earth is from the heart of 

Christ. He sows, and there is a har
vest. He touches nations, and there 
Mises a brotherhood not only by Hi- 
hght, but sanctified by His love. He 
spreads His net, and gathers of every 
kind, and lo ! the burden of the sea is 
n°k only fish, but fishermen, who go and 
gather and c >mo again. Wlmt follows, 
"h®n, but that the criterion of mission 
?fy Power aud success in any branch of 

e Church is its conscious nearness and 
eaess to Him ? If there are activity,

free-givings, ready-going.a fall treasury, 
and able-bodied men who say, “ Here 
am I, send me," it is because, through 
all the organization, Christ lives, and 
His Person Spirit works. There is no 
other possible spring for that enthusi
asm Take Him away from the bravest 
missionary at bis post—the lion-heart 
of Selwym would break ; St. Paul would 
sink and die of homesickness “ alone at 
Athens." If the ship labors in the sea. 
it is because there is no call of faith to 
the Master. If the machine stops or 
breaks, it is because- the motive 
force is not let on. If the flower of Le
banon languishes, it is because the roots 
are uot in the heart of the ground. If 
money fails, you can start a tlmesand 
conjectures as to this defect or that in 
the plan, but you are looking for a djj},- 
order on the surface which is deejicr 
down at the core. You have undertaken 
the amazing task of converting the 
world to Christ by a selfish Christianity. 
Know’, O blind interpreter, that when 
men love Christ with right loyal and 
joyous devotion,they will speak of Him. 
run for Him, give to Him, tell out His 
history ; and of missionary money and 
men there will be no famine. God’s 
river of life will he full of water. It is 
time for Christians to think, amidst 
their perplexities, w hether the difficult) 
is not where they forgot to look for it — 
in their piety. We shall have more 
money for the Master when we havi 
more of the Master. The world and the 
flesh and the devil have got the money; 
aud they have got not a little of it ii 
the hands of baptized men and women 
It will coinc out when they believe in 
Him by whom that “ world ” was over 
come ; who transfigured that “flesh” in
to a living temple, aud who, by putting 
Satau behind Him, drew to Him the 
ministry of angels. How much of the 
present Christ, so much Missionary 
strength.

manly hoy can confidently count on an 
opposite career. He will grow even 
day in the confidence and esteem of hi 
superiors, he will he promoted in busi
ness. he will enjoy good health and 
long life, and when he is dead hi- 
very memory will be fragrant and 
blessed.

\ arious means of preventing man- 
nisi mess may be recommended to boys. 
Among others, let them keep as much 
as much as possible in the company of 

I their ow n father, and of other good and 
true men. Let them give vaine t. heed 
to what their elders and superiors ad
mire and condemn in box And. abo\<• 
all tilings, li t them studiously avoid the 
company of nuunush hoys. Mannishness 
is very contagious, and every manly bov 
should avoid the mannish hoy as he 
would the pest.
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MA XXISH XESS A XD 
XESS.

MAX LI-

As soon as a hoy begins to be a boy 
he begins to imitate the men around 
him. And that is all right; it is the 
only way ho has of ever becoming a 
man himself. But, oh ! what mistakes 
some boys make about it.

Boys are all anxious to imitate the 
pleasures of men. They want to ride n 
horse like a man,^ shoot a gnu like n 
man, and dress like a ru in, aud even 
this would not be so had, hut many boyt 
have a dreadful propensity for copying 
the vices aud frivolities of men. They 
wish to smoke and chew tobacco like a 
man, to drink liquor like a man, to 
swear like a man, to tight like a man, to 
sit up late at night like a man, to 
swagger and bluster like a man, to reaii 
vile books like a man, to bo obscene 
in conversation like a man, aud, in 
short, to copy everything from mei that 
is easy to copy, and that w ill he a curse 
after it is copied. And this is what is 
called mannishness.

Then there are some boys who delight 
in copying the noble traits and actions 
of the men around them. They arc 
ambitious to be as brave as a man at a 
fire or in a battle, to be as cool as a man 
in the midst of danger and excitement, 
to show the fortitude of a man in en
during as great physical pain as a man,to 
have as much physical strength as a 
man, to run as fast as a man, to do as 
much business as a man, and be as 
shrewd in a bargain as a man, to write 
like a man, aud speak as correctly and 
as wisely as a man, and, in short, to 
copy everything from men that is noble 
and useful. Aud this is what is called 
manliness.

And, oh ! what a difference there is 
between the fruits of mannishness and 
manliness in boys. The mannish boy 
develops very soon^iuto a fop, or a 
drunkard, or a loafer, or perhaps a thief. 
He is fortunate, indeed, if ho retains 
bis reputation, his purse, lus employ
ment, his liberty or his life, to the years 
of mature manhood. He has a good 
si art on the road to ruin for body and 
seul, .for time and eternity. But the

When the collection is tak. n ip is 
church, boys and girls pi.t in no iu \ 
whin i their parents haw f iven tb.-ie fm 
that purpose. The money is not ihvii 
gift, but that of their father and mo* her. 
They have just as much to spend for 
their pleasure as they had before. And 
in I heard a kind-hearted girl complain 
that she lmd nothing of lit r own that 
she could give. I w ill tell you what sin 
gave in one day, and you si e t hat sin 
was mistaken.

She gave an hour of patient taute t< 
her little baby sister wlm vais cutting 
teeth. She gave string and a crooked 
pin and u great deal ef adviet 
to the little three year ole 
brother who wanted to play fi-hing 
She gave Ellen, the maid, the 
precious hour to go and visit her sick 
baby at home ; for Ellen was a widow, 
and left her child with its grandmother 
while she w'orked to get bread for both. 
Sho could not have seen them very 
often, if our generous Mary had not of 
fared to attend the door and look 
after the kitchen lire while sho was 
aw'ny.

But this was not all that Mary gave 
She dressed herself neatly, and looked 
so bright and kind and obliging, that 
she gave her mother a thrill of pleamr 
whenever she caught sight of the youiq 
pleasant face. She wrote a letter t< 
lier father, who was absent on bin h es:< 
in which sho gave him all the news In 
wanted, in such a frank, artless way, 
that ho thanked his daughter in his 
heart. She gave patient attention to i< 
long, "tiresome story from her grand
mother, though she had heard it many 
times before. She laughed just at tin 
right time, and when it ended, made 
the old lady happy by a good night 
kiss. Thus she had given valuable 
presents to six people in one day, and 
yet she had not a penny in the world. 
She was as good as gold, and she gave 
something of herself to all those who 
were so happy as to meet her.
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Opening of the 
Colleges.

Students wanting their winter 
outfit of
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At our eetabllehment. The stock 
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traotivo then ever before.
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