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pity, succor and love. Grant that I 
should feel the gratitude due the 
Church for being so provident and 
bénéficient as to allow' me to partake 
of her sacraments even on the battle­
field, so that I may be ever prepared 
for Tby call.

“War is a terrible scourge, a fear­
ful chastisement that Thou infiictest 
on the people. Although I know 
well that often it is the bloody sign 
by which Thou recallest them to 
Thee when they have strayed from 
Thee ; although 1 understand that 
the evils of war, terrible as they may 
be, are often amply compensated by 
the good that war carries with it ; 
although I am persuaded that war 
is the great test of the endurance of 
the races, the “bona oocnsio" of the 
people’s inner concord, the inspirer 
of obedience of dit-cipline, of sacri­
fice, of self-forgetfulness, a purify­
ing tempest that scatters a thousand 
evil vapors, heals thousands of cor­
ruptions, cements the love of 
citizens, inspires a thousand forms 
of charity ; yet 1 am not so inhuman 
or sanguinary as to desire it, much 
less to wish it long and cruel.

“Therefore 1 believe it my princi­
pal duty as a good Christian to wish 
and pray it may be brief and that 
peace may come soon, a long peace 
and a fruitful one, by which man 
will learn to love Thee always, our 
Divine Master and Saviour."

Shortly after his conversion and 
it should be remembered that his 
conversion and his death in battle 
were separated by only a year's 
time—he wrote in Florence his 
“spiritual will." It begins this 
way :

lated into many languages as a 
monument to filial love. Some of

Del Lungo, one of the best critics in 
Italy, who has collected and pub­
lished the last writings of Borsi.— 
Catholic Columbian.

FIVE MINUTE SERMON Fresh îrom the GardensSOLDIER-POET OF 
ITALY its passages follow :

Mother : This letter, which you 
will receive only in case that I 
should fall in battle, 1 am writing in 
an advanced trench, where 1 have 
been since last night, with my sol­
diers, in expectation of the order to 

the river and move to the

By Rev N. M. Redmond
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The nobleness of life depends on 
its constancy, clearness of purpose, 
quiet and ceaseless energy.

Give us courage and gaiety and the 
quiet mind. Spare to us our friends, 
soften us to our enemies. Bless us, 
if it may be, in all our innocent 
endeavors. If it may not, give us 
the strength to encounter that which 
is to come, that we may be brave in 
peril, constant in tribulation, tem­
perate in w'ratli, and in all changes 
of fortune, and, down to the gates of 
death ; loyal and loving to one an­
other. R. L. Stevenson.

W1S MUST FORGIVE IK WE WOULD 
HR FORGIVEN SALADA"IIcross

Father Pasqualo Maltese of St. 
Anthony's church, Van Nest, N. Y. ;

"Shculdest not thou also have had companion on 
thy fellow-eervante. eveu ae I had pity on thee ?" 
(Matt, xviii. 83.) 1 am calm, perfectly serene, and 

City, has made translations from the flrmly resoiv,,d to do my duty in full 
Bulletin of the Salesian Fathers at 
Trevir, Italy, of an article on life and 
writings of the young Italian poet 
and journalist, Giosue Borsi, who fell 
on the Ironzo battlefield. Borsi

Every one who is morally bilious 
with the gall of uuforgiwness, t-bould 
hang bis head in shame at this 
reproach. How blind, liow contracted, 
bow ungenerous this disease makes 
a man 1 A uranded culprit* with 
naught in store for him, save dire 
misery, it his many offences be not 
remitted, refuses a like favor to a 
fellow culprit for a foible. A child 
of Adam with whose weaknesses 
others must bear, refuses to forgive 
the short comings of a child of the 
same father. A Christian, whose all 
depends on the mercy of the good 
God, has no mercy for his fellow- 
Christian. Oh, what a monster a 
person of unforgiving temper is ! Is 
there one among us ? if so, may 
God's grace change his heart !

How unreasonable such a one is ! 
If he has faith, he expects the remis­
sion of his large debt. Oh, what a 
debt the sins of his childhood, the 
sins of his youth, and the sins of his 
riper years inakel Perhaps he could 

Which of the commandments

to the last, like a brave and good 
soldier, confident to the utmost of 
our flual unfailing victory ; although 
1 am not equally sure that 1 will live 
to see it. But this uncertainty docs 

1 not trouble me in the least, nor has 
it any terror for me. I am happy in 

, . . , i offering my life to my country ; 1
editors. But he was converted just am proud tQ spend it for so noble a 
before the European war broke out 
and soon attracted attention as one
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had achieved an enviable literary 
fame and been accepted as a succes­
sor to his father among anti-church

lI purpose, and 1 know not how to 
. . thank Divine Providence for the

of the foremost among the apologists opportunity—which 1 deem an honor 
of the Catholic Church. The Bulletin ! a£forded ' me on this fulgent 
also announces the forth coming | autumna) day, in the midst of this 
publication in Italian by the Salesian ; euci,antiiig valley of our Venestia 
Fathers of his Letters from the 0uilia wbile , am in the prim0 of 
Front" andhis Spiritual Colloquies," life in tb(, fulness of my physical 
works on which his latest fame rests. and meutai powers, to tight in this 
Purely spiritual m thought and view boly war for liberty and justice, 
point, they are considered an amaz- | [n ^be WOrld there are so many
ing product of days dedicated to the l)atties to flght, (or iove, foi. jll8tice, 
materialism of war. j f01. liberty, for the faith, and for a

Cardinal Marti lias expressed the time, I must confess, I presumptu 
opinion that the Spiritual Collo- ous]y believed predestined and 
quies 'will stand with the Confessions aSsigned to the arduous and terrible 
of St. Augustine as among thegreatest tagk o( winniug 0ne or another of 
apologist literature produced by the these battles.
Church, and Cardinal Mercier has AU this was, 1 admit, beautiful, 
written of Letters from the Front, flattering, desirable, but it c annot 
and particularly of the last one, corapare with my present lot. This 
addressed to his mother, that when |g very truth, and indeed 1 can- 
some day, as is my intention, 1 shall Iud 8a.. wbether I would really be 
speak to the (Belgian) soldiers, 1 shall sati6fied it tbo writing of this letter 
bring before them this letter to show would bave been in vaiu Life is 
them how one lives and how one 8ad; ,g a pajnfui |and annoying
dl®B: „ . , , ,, duty, a long exile in the uncertainty

Giosue Borsi was born in 1888, the ol our ow„ ]ot ln order tbat li(e 
son of Averardo Borsi. who owned a

. .
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say :
of God ; which of the precepts of 
God's Church have 1 not violated ; 
which of the seven deadly sins have 
I not committed ? Yea, if he knows 
himself, he will in sincerity say with 
the Psalmist : “My iniquities have 
overtaken me ; they are multiplied 
above the hairs of my head." Here 
he should not stop, but continue by 
saying : The dishonor of each of my 
offences is measured from the majesty 
of Him Whom I have offended. Oh, 
then, what an immense debt, since 
the majesty of God is infinite 1 Of 
this immense debt, of which 
the ten thousand talents of the 
gospel are but an imperfect illus 
tratiou, he expects forgiveness, whilst 
he refuses to forgive some compara­
tively petty offence offered him by a 
neighbor. If he has hope, he expects 
not only forgiveness, hut that God, 
Whom he has so grossly offended, 
will rain down His heavenly favors 
upon him, and crown him eternally 
in the immortal joys of heaven. But 
hih offender can expect naught of 
him save the blighting efforts of an 
unforgiving temper. In him we can­
not suppose charity. Into his soul 
the justifying grace of the sacrament 
of penance cannot flow. If he pre 
sûmes to receive that sacrament, he 
is guilty of a sacrilege, and prepares 
the way to a still greater sacrilege in 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
Does he say the Lord's prayer ? If 
so, what is the meaning of the words: 
“ Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them who trespass against 
us," when uttered by him ? Oh, 
terrible profanation of the prayer 
given to us by our blessed Lord !— 
which runs, “ but as I forgive not 
others, you forgive not my sins of 
childhood, my sins of youth, my sins of 
riper years—forgive not any of my 
numerous iniquities." Who is the 
person whom lie refuses to forgive ? 
One that was an enemy of God the 
Father, at the time He sent His 
divine Son into the world to save

....i 1
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With this my holographic will I 

dispose of all ray spirital goods as 
follows : I make my universal heirs 
all those who at the moment of my 
death shall love me enough to have 
faith in the fruits of my existence. 
I leave whole and entire to every 
one of them my inestimable wealth, 
which is the infallible secret of per­
fect happiness. . . .

This “secret" was to “be Chris­
tian," which he calls “the only 
important duty, the only unfailing 
happiness, the only infallible good."

Writing this “spiritual will" at a 
time when Europe was at war and 
his own country was occupied with 
the part she should take, he gives 
expression to the following humani­
tarian thoughts on attaining the 
“inestimable secret."
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may go quickly in accordance w th 
chain of Italian newspapers, a cele- my wjBile8i anfl without leaving me 
brated man, to whose memory a ln a thousand disappointments, there 
statue now stands in Florence, his WOuld be need of many very rare and 
home city. The elder Borsi was a difflcult occurrences, besides, I am 
famous anti clerical, and the son and , {eel weak , bave ,lot tbe least 
grew up as an opponent to the Church, ] conlldence in myself, 
although his mother was strongly hattle agttingt tbe ingratitude and 
religious. When the father died in ; wjckeduessoftheworldWOuldnotbaVB 
1910 the younger Borsi became editor 
of the Nuovo Giornale of Florence at
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frightened me as much as the battle 
against myself. It is better, there­
fore dear mother, as it has happened.
The Lord, in His wise and infinite 
wisdom has reserved me for just the 
destiny that was fit for me ; a
destiny that is easy, sweet, honorable, Beware of incontinency and of its 

a poet and had published two vol- rapid ; to die in buttle for one’s dangers, beware of violence audits 
umes of verse, besides a great volume ! country. blindness, hut above all despise and
of prose writings, both critical and With this beautiful and praise- light without truce in yourself and in
original. His first work, a classical worthy past, fulfilling the most others, malice— that repelling and
poem to his mother, was a product of de8ired Qf an duties as a good citizen poisonous fruit of envy and of pride,
his thirteenth year. toward the land that gave him birth. Fight it without pity and hate it with

It is said that the first outward £ depart, in the midst of the tears of all your heart if it is true that you 
steps of his conversion to Catholi- an those that Blove me, from a life love men with all your heart. Per 
cism came in connection with his toward which 1 felt weary and dis- secute it with fury, with indignation, 
work as an editor. In the interests ^usted. I leave the failings of life, I with ridicule, put it to shame, crush 
of his newspaper he had consulted leave the sad and afflicted spectacle it always with indomitable courage 
frequently with Father Guido Alfani, tflu small and momentary triumphs and do not come to any agreement or 
Director of the Florence Observatory evji over good, i leave to my compromise with it. it is the privi- 
and a famous seismologist. His com- humble body the weight of all my lege of truth to be gay and innocent 
mentator says that his sensitive cfiains and I fly away free, free in like a child, fearless and inexorable 
nature had been deeply touched by Hie end, to the heavens above, where j like an archangel ; hut love men 
the sudden death of his father and re8ides our Father, to the heavens tenderly, love them with humility, 
by the death of a beloved sister, above where His holy will is always with trust, without diflidence ; love 
which followed shortly, and that, done. Just imagine, dear mother, them as you love yourself, excuse 
seeing his family thus suddenly vith what joy I receive from His them with stubborness, endeavor to 
destroyed.be found solace in religion, hands even the chastisements that understand them and to find in their 
Father Alfani became liis spiritual His justice will impose on account of behalf the most ingenious justiflea- 
adviser, and he was received into the my 8iu8. He Himself has paid all tions.
Church in 1914. these chastisements by His super- “ Love the wicked with fervor, but

The outbreak of the war came abundant merits, a God of mercy in a special manner adore the poor, 
Portly after his conversion and this and q£ iQve redeeming me with His the weak and deformed. Consecrate 

him ; one that was an enemy of Jesus period saw the beginning of his preciou8 blood, living and dying here to them the palpitations of your 
Christ, when He ascended the rugged "Spiritual Colloquies." When Italy below for my sake. Only through heart and the most persevering and 
heights of Calvary to shed His blood entered the war Borsi decided to His grace, only through Jesus Christ, tender solicitude. The first are the 
for him ; one that was the enemy of enlist. Apparently from the first he C0l,id [ have succeeded that my sins poor of fortune which is capricious 
the Holy Ghost, up to the time He had a presentiment that he waste be not mv eternal death. He has and unjust; the second are the poor 
entered his soul in holy baptism, die—the product of his highly sensi- Been the tear8 of my Borrow, He has of intelligence which is erring and 
BehoM O wretched man ! God the tive imagination and the artist’s pardoued n,e through the mouth of blind; the third are the poor of 
Father, God the Son, God the Holy instinct for filling out a picture to its His spotless spouse, tbe Church. I beauty that pass away and are no 
Ghost forgiving and favoring your ultimate possibilities. This feeling, do 8jlicer(dv hope that the Madonna, more. Remember that they are your 
fellow-being, whom you refuse to judging from his writing, was very 80 ioving and kind toward us, will beloved brethren of the Father ; that 
forgive, much less to favor ! Have real to him and colored everything asgist me with her powerful help in they can do the greatest good to you 
you lost all sense of shame V If not, he did. the instant when my eternity will be before Him ; bow before them and
blush at being the slave to an One of his first steps of prépara- deeided 
unreasonable, unforgiving temper. tiou was to destroy everything he had 

What, 0 man of deplorable folly, ever written before the period of his 
must be the outcome of that gall of conversion. One morning he made 
unforgiveness that fills your breast V a five in the garden of his home and 
Remember that the fate of the unfor- confided to the flames all his manu- 
giving servant of the gospel will he scripts and printed pages, “ stirring 
yours. Christ’s word you have for them and putting them back with a 
this when He says: “So likewise stick so that all should be consumed." 
shall My Father do unto you," etc 
Thus disposed toward God’s creature 
your reconciliation with God is impos­
sible. So long as an unforgiving 
rancor toward your neighbor fills 
your breast, the favors and blessings 
of the infinitely good God will never 
reach you. A stranger to charity 
will you be, without which all your 
seeming virtue will prove rank 
hypocrisy. You can give your body 
to the flames for your faith, and it 
will not save your unforgiving soul 
from the fire of hell.

How careful we should therefore 
be, lest aught against our neighbor 
should continue to rankle in our 
bosom. The genuineness of our 
virtue, the remission of our sins, the 
supernatural life of our soul, the 
peace of our life here, and our happi- 

hereafter, demand our entire 
freedom from anything of the kind.
An unforgiving soul has never passed, 
and will never pass through the 
portals of heaven to enjoy the visible 
presence of the God of infinite com­
passion and mercy. Let us, therefore, 
beseech Almighty God to preserve us 
from so dangerous an evil, and not 
only to give us the grace always to 
forgive, but also, to fill our hearts 
with the most tender charity toward 
each other, so that at the last hour 
admission into the joys above will be 
granted us ; where charity reigns in 
her full lustre, uniting all the blessed 
souls to Jesus Christ, and in Him to 
one another, with a pure, disinter­
ested, and unchangeable love.

the age of twenty-two.
He had already won fame as a liter­

ary man. At the age of twenty he 
was recognized as a foremost com­
mentator on Dante in Italy. He was When you Buy Eddy’s 
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felt for a reliable work in English on Luther 
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want, anil the book will be published at so 
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for distribution. We also beg to call yuur 

he fact that this work will be an 
i to the mission table.

The book will have approximately 352 pages 
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vided the order is placed before Oct. 1st, ^916.
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Firstyou shall be exalted, whereas to bow 
about to speak ot for- before the powerful of the earth is 

most degrading."
This was the strange constitution 

of the infantry Lieutenant who went 
to the front to fight beside rude

oomraemor- 
r s “revolt" 
1 to investAnd as I am

Announcementgiveness, dear mother, 1 have only i 
one thing to say with all simplicity ;
Forgive me ! Forgive me all the
sorrows that I have caused you ; all , . . A , ,
the agonies that you have suffered , peasants a,ul ignorant men of tbe

city slums, men who bad no thoughts

theWe have in preparation a 
new book under the sug­
gestive title :

this

on my account every time 1 have 
been ungrateful, stubborn, forgetful, about life in the trenches except that
disobedient- towaril you. Forgive me ! tbe>’ had been told to hRht aud dld 
if, by neglect and inexperience, I
have failed to render your life more ,, , .
comfortable and tranquil since the a11 .testify. He led ins men
dav when my father, bv his prema- valiantly in action, and in the pauses 
ture death, intrusted you to my care. the fighting no one could inspire 
Now I understand well the many the men with more steadfastness and 
wrongs 1 have been guilty of toward ] courage than he. Sometimes he 
you, and I feel all the remorse and I to°k the functions of the chaplain, 
cruel anguish now that dying, I have when a priest was needed and none 
to intrust you, to the providence of ; wna to be had. Always in the breast 
the Lord Forgive me, lastly, this °f hls tunic he carried a
final sorrow that 1 have inflicted | a™a11 volume of his beloved Dante, 
upon you, perhaps not without stub- whom he had not felt it necessary to 
born and cruel inconsideration on renounce. ,
my part, in giving up my life volun- ,e waa. klbed by a bullet while 
tarily for my country, fascinated by leading his platoon in the fighting 
the attractions of this beautiful lot. ™ the 60nz° tront on Nov. lu, 1915. 
Forgive me if l have not sufficiently When Ins men got to him they saw 
recognized and tried to compensate him press to his heart, in the spirit 
the incomparable nobility of your of performing a rite, the pages of his 
soul, of your heart, so immense and Dante. Before he died he handed 
sublime. Mother, truly perfect and the blood-stained book and
exemplarly, to whom i owe all that I them : Give that to my mother,
am aud the least good 1 have done in Ma>’ my sacrifice and her sacrifice be 
this world. acceptable to God."

“I pray also with all my heart for L?Je and freedom for all, this is 
our enemies and brothers, whose ‘ho ideal for which it is a pleasure 
dear and precious blood, perhaps I to 0,fcr °„nc 6 llfe- ,May <iod cal'f 
will have to shed. Take away from °»,1' sacrifice to he fruitful ; may He 
their hearts every sentiment of take pity upon mankind, forgive and 
hatred and rancor. Among so many forSet the,r offenses, and give them 
fighters there arc so many that love P,ea™' Then, oh ! dear mother we 
Thee, who are good, intelligent, ahal1 "«t have died in vain. Just 
affectionate to their homes, to their one more tender kiss, 
parents, to their wives, to their little 
children ! Grant me to remember 
this always, so that I will not rush 
upon them in cruelty, in barbarity, 
in ferocity.

“On the contrary, show me the 
way to exercise on the battlefield 
toward my enemies ns toward my 
friends some Christian virtue of

en* ion to the f 
ellent addition

.,1 !
THE CHRISTIAN IDEA OF WAR 

The following “Morning Medita­
tion and Prayer" from the “Spiritual 
Colloquies" will show the spirit with 
which he had resolved to take his 
place in the Italian Army :

“1 firmly believe that the victory of 
the Italian Army will be a great step 
toward the triumph of justice, 
toward the coming of Thy holy king­
dom among men. I shall fight with 
pride and with glory, without hatred, 
without grievance. Should death 
come I hope 1 will not be surprised 
without Thy grace, and 1 hope 1 may 
die tranquil while loving Thee and 
invoking Thee. May Mary pray for 
me in the hour of my death, as I 
ardently besought her so 
times, and may Thou grant the grace 
to make me die with the name of 
Thy Holy Mother upon my lips.

“God of Hosts, watch, I beseech 
Thee, over the Italian Army and over 
the soul of every one of its brave 
soldiers, so gay, so lively, so intelli­
gent, so resourceful, so frugal. In­
spire its leaders, guide them to vic­
tory, and grant that they will never 
abuse Thy protection by being harsh 
and cruel.

LAST LETTER TO HIS MOTHER 
After he was dead his last letter 

was found. It was to be delivered to 
his mother in the event of his death. 
Thus the thought that had impelled 
him to write his first poem at the 
age of thirteen to his mother, that 
had persisted during the moment of 
his death when he asked that the 
volume of Dante be sent to her, still 
was in force after bis death. This 
last “Letter to his Mother" has gone 
around the world, and been trans-

Theu

reliThe Lieutenant was a fine soldier,
FATHER LASANCE'S Facts

About
Luther’

‘My Prayer Book’ 1. Luther, his friends and opponents.
2. Luther before his defection.
3. Luther and Indulgences.
4. Luther and Justification.
5. Luther on the Church and the Pope.
6. Luther and the Bible.
7. Luther a fomentor of rebellion.
8. Luther, Free-will & Liberty of Conscience
9. Luther as a Religious Reformer.
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in the English Language
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AND which will be ready for the 
market about October 1st, 
1916. The work is written 
by the Rt. Rev. Mons. P. F. 
O’Hare, LL. D , who is well 
known as a writer and 
lecturer on Lutheranism. 
The object of the volume is 
to present the life of Luther 
in its different phases as 
outlined in the contents.
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London, Canada
wish to take advantage of your Special 

combination Offer, and enclose j.3, for which 
please send me, prepaid, Father Lasance's 
“My Prayer Book and Rolled Gold Rosary,
with .................... Stone (pleas* state
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And the Rolled Gold Scapular Medal.
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Giosue Borsi.

When th<3 Minister of Public In­
struction sent a communication to 
the young writer’s mother relative 
to his death, he called him a 
Christian miracle." 
outside of the Catholic clergy who 
have also testified to the power that 
was in his work is Senator Isidore

!\l\\ B. LEONARD
QUEBEC : P. Q.
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