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FIVE MINUTE SERMON |

By Rev. N. M. REDMOND
TWENTY -FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
-

WE MUST FORGIVE 11

WE WOULD

BE FORGIVEN

“Shouldest not thou alsohave had compaseion on
thy fellow-servants, eveu as | had pity on thee ?
(Matt, xviii, 83.)

Every one who is morally bilious
with the gall of unforgiveness, thould
his head in this
reproach. How blind, how contracted,
how ungenerous this disease makes
a man! A oranded culprit® with
naught in store for him, save dire
misery, it his many offences be not
remitted, refuses a like favor to a
fellow culprit for a foible.
of Adam with whose weaknesses
others must bear, refuses to forgive
the short-comings of a child of the
game father. A Christian, whose all
depends on the mercy of the good
God, has no mercy for his fellow
Christian, Oh, what a monster a
person of unforgiving temper is ! 1Is
there one among A L may
God's grace change his heart !
How unreasonable such a one is!
If he has faith, he expects the remis
sion of his large debt. Oh, what a
debt the sins of his childhood, the
gins of his youth, and the sins of his
riper years make! Perhaps he could
say : Which of the commandments
of God; which of the precepts of
God's Church have 1 not violated ;
which of the seven deadly sins have
I not committed ? Yea, if he knows
himself, he will in sincerity say with
the Psalmist : “ My iniquities have
overtaken me ; they are multiplied
above the hairs of my head.” Here
he should not stop, but continue by
saying : The dishonor of each of my
offences is meagured from the majesty
of Him Whom I have offended. Oh,
then, what an immense debt, since
the majesty of God is infinite ! Of
this immense debt, of which
the ten thousand talents of the
gospel are but an imperfect illus
tration, he expects forgiveness, whilst
he refuses to forgive some compara-
tively petty offence offered him by a
neighbor. If he has hope, he expects
not only forgiveness, but that God,
Whom he has so grossly offended,
will rain down His heavenly favors
upon him, and crown him eternally
in the immortal joys of heaven. But
his offender can expect naaght of
him save the blighting efforts of an
unforgiving temper. In him we can
not suppose charity. Into his soul
the justifying grace of the sacrament
of penance cannot flow. If he pre
sumes to receive that sacrament, he
is guilty of a sacrilege, and prepares
the way to a still greater sacrilege in
the Sacrament of the Eucharist.
Does he say the Lord's prayer ? If
80, what is the meaning of the words:
* Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive them who trespass against
us,” when uttered by him ? Oh,
terrible profanation of the prayer
given to us by our blessed Lord !
which runs, ' but as I forgive not
others, you forgive not my sins of
childhood, my sins of youth, my sins of
riper year forgive not any of my
numerous iniquities.’ Who is the
person whom he refuses to forgive ?
One that was an enemy of God the
Father, at the time He sent His
divine Son into the world to save
him ; one that was an enemy of Jesus
Christ, when He ascended the rugged
heights of Calvary to shed His blood
for him ; one that was the enemy of
the Holy Ghost, up the time He
entered his holy baptism.
Behold, O wretched man ! God the
Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Ghost favoring your
fellow-being, whom refuse to
forgive, much favor ! Have
you lost all sense of shame ? If not,
at being the slave to an
unreasonable, unforgiving temper.
What, O man of deplorable folly,
musb the outcome of
unforgiveness that fills your breast :
Remember that the fate of the unfor
giving servant of the gospel will be
Christ's you have for
this when He says ' So likewise
shall My Father unto you,"” ete
Thus disposed toward God's creature
your reconciliation with Godis imipos
So long as an unforgiving
toward your mneighbor fills
your breast, the favors and blessings
of the infinitely good God will never
reach you. A stranger to charity
will you be, without which all your
virtue will prove rank
You can give your body
for your faith, and it
save your unforgiving soul
fire of hell.
careful we should therefore
aught against our neighbor
continue to our
The our
virtue, the remission of our sins, the
life of the
peace of our life here, and our happi
ness hereafter, demand entire
freedom from anything of the kind.
An unforgiving soul has never passed,
and will through the
portals of heaven to enjoy the visible
presence of the God of infinite com
Liet
beseech Almighty God to prese
an evil,
give us the grace always to
but to fill
most tender charity toward
that at the last hour
admission into the joys above will be
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SOLDIER-POET OF
ITALY

GIOSUE BORSI, A CONVER'
SON OF ANTI-CLERICAL,
KILLED AT BATTLE
OF TRONZO

Father Pasquale Maltese of St
Anthony's church, Van Nest, N. Y.
City, has made translations from the
Bulletin of the Salesian Fathers at
Trevir, Italy, of an article on life and
writings of the Italian poet
and journalist, Giosue Borsi, who fell
on the Ironzo battlefield. Borsi
had achieved an enviable literary
fame and been accepted as a succes
sor to his father among anti-church
editors. But he was converted just

young

A child | pefore the European war broke out

and soon attracted attention as one
of the foremost among the apologists
of the Catholic Church., TheBulletin
also announces the forth-coming
publication in Italian by the Salesian
Fathers of his " Letters from the
Front" and his “Spiritual Colloquies,”
works on which his latest fame rests.
Purely spiritual in thought and view
point, they are considered an amaz
ing product of days dedicated to the
materialism of war.

Cardinal Mafli has expressed the
opinion that the " Spiritual Collo
quies "will stand with the Confessions
of St. Augustine as among the greatest
apologist literature produced by the
Church, Cardinal Mercier has
written of © Letters from the Front,
and particularly of the last one,
addressed to his mother, that " when
some day, as is my intention, I shall
speak to the (Belgian) soldiers, I shall
bring before them this letter %o show
them how omne lives and how
dies.”

Giosue Borsi was born in 1888, the
son of Averardo Borsi, who owned a
chain of Italian newspapers, a cele
brated man, to whose memory a
statue now stands in Florence, his
home city, The elder Borsi was a
famous anti-clerical, and the son
grew up as an opponent to the Church,
although his mother was strongly
religious. When the father died in
1910 the younger Borsi became editor
of the Nuovo Giornale of Florence at
the age of twenty-two.

He had already won fame as a liter
ary man. At the age of twenty he
was recognized as a foremost com
mentator on Dante in Italy. He was
a poet and had published two vol
umes of verse, besides a great volume
of prose writings, both critical and
original. His first work, a classical
poem to his mother, was a product of
his thirteenth year.

It is that the first outward
steps of his conversion to Catholi
cism came in connection with his
work as an editor. In the interests
of his newspaper he had consulted
frequently with Father Guido Alfani,
Director of the Florence Observatory
and a famous seismologist. His com-
mentator says that his sensitive
nature had been deeply touched by
the sudden death of his father and
by the death of a beloved
which followed shortly, and that,
seeing his family thus suddenly
destroyed, he found solace in religion.
Father Alfani became his spiritual
adviser, and he was received into the
Church in 1914,

The outbreak of the war came
shortly after his conversion and this
period saw the beginning of his
' Spiritual Colloquies.” When Italy
entered the war Borsi decided to
enlist. Apparently from the first he
had a presentiment that he
die—the product of his highly
tive imagination and the
instinct for filling out a picture to its
ultimate possibilities. This feeling
judging from his
real to him and colored ever
he did.

One of steps of prepara
tion was to destroyeverything he had
ever written before the period of his
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CHRISTIAN IDEA OF W

The following “"Morning Medita
tion and Prayer” from
Colloquies” will show the spirit with
which he had resolved to take
place in the Italian Army

"I firmly believe that the victory of
the Italian Army will be a great step
toward the triumph of justice,
toward the coming of Thy holy king
dom among men., I shall fight with
pride and with glory, without hatred,
without grievance. Should death
come I hope I will not be surprised
without Thy grace, and I hope I may
die tranquil while loving Thee and
invoking Thee. May Mary pray for
me in the hour of my death, as I
ardently besought her many
times, and may Thou grant the grace
with the name of

the “"Spiritual

his

80

to make me die
Thy Holy Mother upon my lips.

“God of Hosts, watch, I
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the soul of every
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LETTER TO HIS

was dead his y
to be delivered to
his mother in the event of his death.
Thus the thought that had
him poem at

was

impelled
write his first the
thirteen to his mother, that
had persisted during the moment of
his death when he asked that the
volume of Dante be sent to her, still
force after his death. This
Letter to his Mother"” has gone
the world, and

to

age of

was in
last "

been trans

lated

into many
monument to filial
its passages follow

Mother : This letter, which you
will receive only in that 1
should fall in battle, I am writing in
an advanced trench, where I have
been since last night, with my sol
diers, in expectation of the order to
cross the river and to the
attack.

1 am calm, perfectly serene, and
firmly resolved to do my duty in full
to the like a brave and good
soldier, confident to the of
our final unfailing victory ; although
I am not equally sure that I will live
to see it. But this uncertainty
not trouble me in the least
it any terrvor for me. 1 am happy in
offering life to my country; I
am proud to spend it for so noble a
purpose, and I know how to
thank Divine Providence for the
opportunity—which 1 deem an honor

afforded me on this fulgent
autumnal in the midst of this
enchanting valley of our Venestia
Guilia while I am in the prime of
life, in the fulness of my physical
and mental powers, to fight in this
boly war for liberty and justice.

In the world there many
battles to fight, for love, for justice,
for liberty, for the faith, and for a
time, I must confess, I presumptu
ously believed predestined and
assigned to the arduous and terrible
task of winning another of
these battles.

All this was, [ admit, beautiful,
flattering, desirable, but it cannot
compare with my present lot. This
is the very truth, and indeed I can
not whether I would really be
satisfied if the writing of this letter
would have been in vain. Life is
sad; it is a painful Jand annoying
duty, a long exile in the uncertainty
of our own lot. In order that life
may go quickly in accordance w th
my wishes, and without leaving me
in a thousand disappointments, there
would be need of many very rare and
difficult occurrences. Besides, I am
and I feel weak, I have not the least
confidence in myself. The whole
battle against the ingratitude and
wickednessof theworld would nothave
frightened me as much as the battle
against myself. It is better, there
fore dear mother, as it has happened.
The Lord, in His wise and infinite
wisdom has reserved me for just the
destiny that was fit for me: a
destiny that is easy, sweet, honorable,
rapid; to die in battle
country
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I leave the failings of life, I
leave the sad and aftlicted spectacle
of the small and momentary triumphs
of evil over good. 1 leave to my
humble body the weight of all my
chains and I fly away free, free in
the end, to the heavens above, where
Father, to the
His holy will is always
imagine, dear
with what joy I from His
hands even the chastisements that
His justice will impose on account of
my sins, He Himself has paid all
these chastisements by His super
abundant merits, a God of mercy
and of love redeeming me with His
precious blood, living and dying here
below my Only through
His grace, only through Jesus Christ,
could I
be not my
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Now I understand well the many
wrongs I have been guilty of toward
you, and 1 feel all the remorse and
cruel anguish now that dying, 1 have
to intrust to the providence of
the Lord Forgive lastly, this
final sorrow that I have inflicted
upon you, perhaps not without stub
born and cruel inconsideration
my part, 1n giving up
tarily for my country
the attractions of
Forgive me if 1
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Mother, truly perfect and
exemplarly, to whom I owe all that I
am and the least good I have done in
this world
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battlefield | outside of

pity, succor and love. Grant that I|
should feel the gratitude due the
Church for being so provident and
beneficient as to allow me to partake
of her sacraments even on the battle
field, so that I may be ever prepared
for Thy call.

“"Wuar is a terrible scourge, a fear
ful chastisement that Thou inflictest
on the people. Although I know
well that often it is the bloody sign
by which Thou recallest them
Thee when they have strayed from
Thee ; although 1 understand that
the evils of war, terrible as they may
be, are often amply compensated by
the good that war carries with it ;
although I am persuaded that war
is the great test of the endurance of
the races, the "bona ooccasio” of the
people's inner concord, the inspirer
of obedience of discipline, of sacri
fice, of self-forgetfulness, a purify
ing tempest that scatters a thousand
evil vapors, heals thousands of cor
ruptions, cements the love of
citizens, inspires a thousand forms
of charity ; yet I am not so inhuman
or sanguinary as to desire it, mmuch
less to wish it long and cruel

"Therefore I believe it my princi
pal duty as a good Christian to wish
and pray it may be brief and that
peace may come soon, a long peace
and a fruitful one, by which man
will learn to love Thee always, our
Divine Master and Saviour.”

Shortly after
it should be
conversion

to

his conversion and
remémbered that his
and his death in battle
were separated by only a year's
time—he wrote in Florence his
“gpiritual will.' It begins this
way
"With this my holographic will I
dispose of all my spirital goods as
follows : I make my universal heirs
all those who at the moment of my
death shall love me enough to have
faith in the fruits of my
I leave whole and entire
one of them my inestimable
which is the infallible secret
fect happiness. .
This “secret” was to "be Chris
tian,” which he calls "“the only
important duty, the only unfailing
happiness, the only infallible good.”
Writing this "spiritual will” at a
time when Europe was al war and
his own country was occupied with
the part she should take, he gives
expression to the following humani
tarian thoughts on attaining the
“inestimable secret.”
Beware of incontinency
dangers, beware of

existence,
to every
wealth,
of per

and of its
violence and its
blindness, but above all despise and
fight without truce in yourself and in
others, malice-—— that repelling and
poisonous fruit of envy and of pride.
Fight it without pity and hate it with
all your heart if it is true that you
love men with all your heart. Per
secute it with fury, with indignation,
with ridicule, put it crush
it always with indomitable courage
and do not come to any agreement or
compromise with it, It is the privi-
lege of truth to be gay and innocent
like a child, fearless and
like an archangel but love men
tenderly, loye them with humility,
with trust, without diflidence ; love
them as you love yourself, excuse
them with stubborness,

to shame

inexorable

endeavor to
understand them and to find in their
behalf the most justifica
tions.

" Love the wicked with fervor, but
in a special manner adore the poor,
the weak and deformed.
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I'he Lieutenant was a fine soldier
they all testify. He led men
valiantly in action, and in the pauses
of the fighting no one could inspire
the men with more steadfastness and
courage than he, he
took the functions of the chaplain,
when a priest was needed and none
was to be had. Always in the breast
pocket of his he carried a
small volume of his beloved Dante
whom he had not felt it necessary to
renounce.

He was a bullet while
leading the fighting
on the Isonzo front on Nov. 1u, 1015,
When his men got to him they saw
him to his heart, in the spirit
of performing a rite, the pages of his
Dante. Before he died he handed
them the blood-stained book and
told them : “"Give that to my mother
May my sacrifice and her sacrifice be
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The nobleness of life depends on
its constancy, clearness of purpose
quiet and ceaseless energy,

Give us courage and gaiety and the
quiet mind, Spare to us our friends,
soften us to our enemies
if it may be, in all our innocent
endeavors. If it may not, give us
the strength to encounter that which
is to come, that we may be brave in
peril, constant in tribulation, tem
perate in wrath, and in all changes
of fortune, and, down to the gates of
death ; loyal and loving to one an
other R. I.. Stevenson.
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