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BIRTH OF CHRIST.
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OUR CURBSTONE OBSERVER

ON CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS.

I bave always been an ‘‘Obser-
ver; ' long before the ‘‘True Wit~
mess”’ kindly allowed me to occupy
space for the publication of my ob-
servations;  especially at certain
stated periods of the year have I
been acemstomed to note the chauges
that time  works amongst men.
Christmas ‘was always the principal
one of thesé occasions. I do not
wish to be misunderstood when I
.ay that I have always a species of
dread when Christmas comes. I love
it; like all 'others I rejoice in it; but
I fear it, afid I am glad, I feel a
sense of rolief when it has = passed
away. For me it has ever been a
time of reflection as well as of ob-

servation; my reflections - have
% m}l.‘ and my observa-

But the road we then went passes
by the old cemetery; and there, un-
der the white undulations, in the
cold moomlight, sleep the merry
companions of those memorable
drives. Much as I would wish to
check the tide of reflection at this
point, on it comes gathering strength
as  it* sweeps over my soul and
drowns it in a deluge that has the
saltiness of the sea, and the salti-
ness of tears. This is one of my
many reasons for dreading Christ-
mas. I cannot sit down to my
Christmas dinner, in the full enjoy-
ment of domestic happiness, without
noting the vacant chair that a year
ago, or a few years ago, was occu-
pied by some ome whosée name is
still spoken with reverence, but
whose place can never know him
again at our festive board.

I know such reflections, however
in chime with my own feelings, are
not at all acceptable “to all my
friends, few like to have you intro-
duce - the ‘‘skeleton at the feast.”

{ ﬁlll: since I am now writing, more to

eve my own feelings, a kind of
g&ty, value process, I am somewhat
t as to whether my  re-
appreciated or not. Possi-
of the readers, like ' my-

.
::mua di;n that are dead. I will
turn from reflections, then; at
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hungry, joyless creatures, who come
to look in at wiat they can never
approach, and whose souls must feel
keenly the bitter contrast between
their own misery and the happiness
of the fortunate ones.

Ohristmas is at hand, and the
number of the poor and desolate is
ve very great, ‘There is many a
Christmas dinner that consists of lit-
tle more than dry bread, or cold
porridge; there is many a Christmas
home that knows no ‘‘tree,”” that
has not even the fire necessary to
keep the shivering ounes from suffer-
ing. It' seems to me that we could
sweeten qur own luxuries, add a
fagot to our own hearth-fire, by as-
sisting some of the very poor. Re-
member that if our Christmas be
merry. there are thousands, equally
as good and as deserving as our-
selves, whose Christmas must be
sad, and, in many cases, miserable.
Possibly they spend the Christmas
eve in a manner more nearly ap-
proaching that of Bethlehem ; but
this all depends upon the spirit in
which they accept their trials.

——

I have also observed that Christ-
mas is too often an occasion for
over-indulgence in drink, Amongst
‘the wealthy the seriousness of the
day is forgotten in the fumes of old
Pommery; amongst the middle clasees
the great event is. made subgervient
to the minor one of a holiday— and
the holiday too often means incapa-
city for work on the next day ;
amongst the really poor, in more
cases than should be, Ohristmas is
an occasion of oblivion, forgetful-
ness, brought on by a superabund-
ance of square black and round white

|bottles. Invariably when this method

d like to note down
t observations.

crowded . md

of celebrating Christmas is selected,
huve 1 obeerved that the rules which

were laid down by Our Lord are

ignored. This ‘will be . the last
Ohrllunu of the eem.nry, for more

HAPPENINGS

ABOUT UNITY. — Speaking at a
monster demonstration in Cavan,
Mr. »hn Dillon, M.P., thus referred
to the question of unity in the ranks
of the Irish Party. He said '—

What the countr demands and
'what the Iris rac demands
tkroughout the world that in the
new party, be it large or
whatever be its numbers, there may
be unity. How can the country ev

ect to have unity if they consti-
tute the party of the friends and
feces to the League. On the very day
on which you made the new party
You would have two camps, friends
and fo of the League. Therefore, 1
say, ti question must be decided,
not by any individua I claim no
right to decide it—but by the dele-
gates of the people, on December
11th; id, if they ar and 1
that T have unlimited trust
wisdom of the people, they
will take care that at the start of
the new party there is no element
of discord, and that it is composed
only of the friends and supporters of
the National organization. Give the
Purty‘ a fair rt. Start the party
on new career, composed of
friends and supporters of the United
League, and you will have a united
and harmonious party, which will
figure for the people of Ireland in the
House of Commons on the old lines
Let any man who 1 5 stand  out-
side that party. We make no objec-
tion to him; fer I think that in
time e honest Nationalist will
seek admission. But my contention
is that if he wants to come into the
Irish Party he ought to come in
through the door of the United Irish
League.
We want

wise,

the League
the party
League in
party do?

no enemies of
planted in the heart of
With the enemies of the
the party, what can the
You cannot say, ‘‘Well, you ad-
mit that man into the party, and if
he doesn’'t conduct himself you must
put him out.” at means to com-
mence by fresh faction and fresh dis-
order. No; give us a United Party
with an organized country behind it,
and then you can call upon us to
fight the battle of the people, with
confidence. with cou and with
succes (l.oud cheers.) Unless you
give u United Party, you cannot
make that party of any use.

let me use one other argument in
favor of the League and the united
Parliamentary work of the League.
For t4n years, or nearly ten years,
weo have received no assistance from
our people in the United Statés, in
Canada, nor in Australia for the Na-
tional cause. But what did you ob-
serve during the last year? Accord-
ing as the United Irish League Or-
ganization spread through Ireland,
for the first time in ten years the
people in the United States, in Aus-
tralia, aye, and even in South
Africa, have been sending again
large sums of momney to pport the
National cause—(cheers)—and if the
People of Ireland stand by the
League and show that they are re-
solved to have junction and umity in
the National ranks, I can prox
you that even from afar the millions
of our race abroad will renew that
financial assistance to the National
organization without which it is im-
possible to go on.

You here in Ulster at the present
moment want almost more than any
rart of Ireland union and organiza-
ticn; for what did I see in the last
return of evictions in Ireland? Why,
I saw that in this province alone
the number of evictions was nearly
three times as great as in the re-
mainder of Ireland. And remember
this, when we settle the land ques-
t:on we want it settled for every-
one. We will not consent to have
any final settlement until the evicted
tenants are reinstated, nor will we
corsent to any settlement as final
and satisfactory which leaves cvicted
terants, numbering fifty or sixty
thousand, in Ireland at the mercy of
the landlord. Every man will have
to get a fair settlement in his own
home, and that settlement in order
t~ be satisfactory must be based on
such a price as will enable the ten-
ant to flourish on his own land. And
don’t forget this. It is one of the
most important points. It is all
very well to talk about compulsory
sale, but who is. going to settle the
pricé? You may find the landlord
walk off with twenty years’ pur-
chase, or twenty-five, and the ten-
ant left with a burden which will, in
the long run, break his back. There-
fore, Yyou must have a str organ:
ization to watch this settlement and
sec that® the people flourish and do
well on their own land.

CRUSADE AGAINST LANDLORDS.
—At times when least expected, and
from quarters undreamed of, fre-
quently come forth men whose own
power and influence carry them to
‘the front rank amongst leaders; all
is due to the circumstances. Tt is

fwith no small degree of anxiety that |
and

of anticipation = that
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IN IRELAND.

have
coun-
Catholic Church and the ag
cultural population are conservat
forces. That they are not so in Ire-
land he attributed to the land qnu
tion He .acknowledged that the
landlords in TIreland are a “planta-
tion’'—that is to say, the were
‘Placed in Ireland’”” by English influ-
ence to take tth place of thé origin
al owners of the soil when the latter
| were despoiled of their  po
owing to their faith or ) po-
| litical views: In Mr. Ru Al's  es
| timation the Irish
| the position of
tand if the active
’1ll\|7l'l\.\r with
should he
evident
| carry on
I forts have
Speaking of
otl

|Ccun'ty Tyrone, he is said to
declared that in almost eve
try the
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sleepin
partner
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that Mr. Russell means to
his agitation until his ef
been crowned with

partner
wishes
one, w

to do so? I\

sue

him as
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But when he
a power. The
is perfectly trained;
of the temperance
natural gift together ve
him familiar with
trick and power of
can state a case with
as any man in the llmvu and at
s his keen dramatic ins \vml en-
ables him to present even the dr
with all the imagery
iveness of a scene
melodrama.”’
And it adds
“Mr., George Wyndham will
two powerful antagonists in
House of Commons—Mr, T. W
sell and Mr. Willigm O 'Brien,
wculd be difficult
the two will be
able.”’
Judging from

an orator, an-

is on his legs he is
though harsh,
the long yea
platform and gre:

voice

made
art and
wtor He
much cogen-

and  im-
in a powerful

have
this
Rus-
and it
which of
more formid-

to say
the

these comments we
must come to the that
Mr. Russell is 8 power count-
od with, that while a Unionist
and rep nting an ultra-Prot
constituency, there is no
as to his course for the future

was over-looked by the Government
despite the countless services that he
had rendered his party, and it is
said that (—

conclusion
to Ibx
and

cer

a subordinate of-

Mr. T. W. Rus-
s he is always

lled in the of Commous cir-
cles—from the new ministry . may
turn out'to have: becn one of the
most important political évents of
the time.”’

“‘Though he held

Again, in the
report
‘“South Tyrone is omne of those
closely divided, balanced constituen-
cies. The case of “‘T. V would be
hopel if it were not for his own
extraordinary dexterity and capa-
city, for ome great political fact, al-
most as fundamental in Ulster as the
spirit of n-hmuus bigotry. That fact
is the passion for the land. That
rages just as fiercely in the
the Preshyterian farmer of
Tyrone as in the breast of the Cath-
olic farmer of county Cork, And
thus it is that although the Ulster
landlords have always hated ‘‘T.
W.” as their most eflective foe, more
effective because inside the Unionist
citadel, than a score of open Nation-
alist enemies—therefore it is - that,
though by his adhesion to a COatho-
liz University he has gone counter to
the profound religious sentiments of
his supporters, . W.”” is able to
always retain his seat; and to come
back to Parliament free again to
deal another blow at the few re-
maining rights and privileges of the
landlords.
And now h
hour in ‘“T. W.
the Government,

explanation, same

5 come the greatest
life. Slighted by
free from any
shackles of office, of independent pe-
cuniary position—these teetotallers
arc always tremendous economists—
he has the chance of becoming one
of the greatest powers in Ireland—
of, in fact, dividing the leadership
of the tenant forces of that country
with Mr. William O'Brien. As every-
body knows, there is rising in Ire-
land one of the powerful land agita-
tions by which the country is peri-
odically swept, and whi always
marks the eve of some great step in
advance for the tenants. Compulsory
purchase is the cry—in other words,
the final expropriation of the Irish
landlords and the final reconquest of
the Irish land by the occupiers of
the soil.””

Like much more that we read, all
this may have but little bearing up-
on the situation of the Irish Party;
stil the event is one of tao much
importance to be slightingly passed
over.

PROF, WILSON'S NEW MASS,

llontreal holds a. unigue position
on this continent in miore respects
than one. Tt is the most truly and
practically Catholic city in America.-
It contains ‘a Catholic Church-—that
of Notm Dumo—-—whlch' holds 'more

f

;

zen of Montreal ma,
preud of his beautiful ¢
Maric.

of Ville-

A. Fowler, of St. Patrick’s
has given to the Catholic
of llns continent a number of
original i Ave DMarias, and
other hymms, which have made his
name dese »dly famous oW, we
have to chronicle, with great pleas-
ure, and in a spirit of sinces con=
gratulation, —the fact that Prof.
James Wilson, of the Irish Catholie
Church of St. Mary's, has completed
the composition of his second Ma
which in many iperior
Mass, that

was

to his fir excellent as
| undoubtec
On

forc 1

Iuesday evening
an opportunity of

¢ were af-
listening t
Prof.
although'
the choir

al, so to speak, of
and
members  of
unuvoidably thus
full rendition of the 1

we we able to realize

Mass which is evidently destined ‘to
become popular amongst the Catho-
lic choirs, has been composed by the
talented organist of St. Mary’s It
will be given for the first time, with
full eficet, .at the Mid-
ght service on Christmas Bve; and
will hope, be published
as a musical volume.

The “'Kyric which contains a
bass solo, , as it should be, in a
upplicating strain, and is rich and
massive in ct. The opening of the
“Gloria’ i exceedingly fine. I
abounds with solos, duetts and trio:
which replete with beautifu
pass border upon, if they
stually v.)luh the ¢l ical
3 the ‘“‘Genitum’”
tenor solo and
the “I’t In-
tenor solo.
solo, ap-
recial mer-
id of the
the
our

Wi n's

some of the

new  work

were absent

venting

orchestral

shortly, weo

do nm
In the
opens with a
closes with a
carnatus’’

ond
trio; and
starts with a
‘Crucifixus,”” bass
ame is to be ¢
Sanctam.’”” But
Mass, in
which
passages of that
cription which finds
clesiastical circles
male voices
compass has
and the gener
beautiful
mention

and the
Bt Unam
sical >  the
10n

mu-
opin-
con=
tain devo-
tional
favor in
scope is en  for
which t} tonal
admirably arranged,
effect is consequently
deserving of laudatory
Agnus Dei.”’

less
is the *
The whole work a notable
and is ¢ vin to win golden
ions, and, it is to be hoped,
result too, for its gifted author
That Prof. Wilson should ave de
voted his spare time to the compos
tion of a work of such importane
and merit, speaks volumes for his
unselfish devotion to the art of
which he o talented an exponent

NOTES FROM ROME.

LBO XIIT. AND THE CHILDREN,
—If there is one characteristic,
than
X1
this,

one,
Opin-
golden

more
Ieo
it is his love.for children. In
as in every other phase of his
wonderful personality, the Pope
sembles His Divine Master. Touching
indeed are the accounts given of his
receptions of school chi
the Holy Year.
of them :—
One of the most impressive recep-
tions of the whole ‘““Anno Santo '~
took place on Thursday last, when
Leo XIII. entered St.- Peter’s and
received the devout homage of nearly
5,000 children belonging to the
Catholic schools of Rome. It was a
most touching spectacle to see the
little ones cheering as the Pope
slowly passed up the central aisle in
their midst, pausing every now and
then to pat a curly head or to bless
a group of children that pressed for-
ward more eagerly* than the rest,
addressing” kind words of praise and*
encouragement to the teachers, and
smiling on the surging crowd of lit-
tle ones. Besides the school chil~
dren, all the pupils of the different
colleges and sominaries were present,
including those of the English, Irish,
Scotch, and North American Colleges,
tomether with their rectors, so that
the wiole scholastic ~ population of
Catholic Rome may be said to have
been assembled under the dome | of
i Peter’s. The Holy Father in be-
stowing Apostolic  Benediction  on
the knecling thousands before h
was  visibly moved, and afterwa
remarked to Mgr., Sanminiatelli that
no function of the’Jubilee Year had
given him greater consolation than
the spontaneous and imposing = act
of homage on the part of thos
youthful hopes of the Church. ¥

another, remarkable in

re-

ren during
The following is one

e

ing of the Bacred Oonu
Rites on Tuesday last,




