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Stable Tricks and Vices of the 
Horse.

He’s too good mind, and make the best selection possible. If we 
have a marc of the class mentioned, and breed as above, 

will, in all probability, produce a foal better than 
the dam, and, if this be a filly, by exercising the same 
judgment in breeding her, we will still improve the 
progeny, and so on. But if we keep changing the 
breed of the sires, even though wc keep to the draft 
breeds, we degenerate instead of improve. The more 
or less constant change of the breed of sires accounts 
for the fact that first-class horses of any breed or class 
are not as numerous as they should be, and this unsatis­
factory state of affairs will continue just so long as 
breeders fail to give the necessary study and intelligent 
consideration to the breeding problems.

The same general rules apply to breeding horses of 
the light breeds or classes. Violent crosses seldom give 
good results, as breeding heavy mares to light sires or 
vice versa. There have been instances in which such 
violent crosses have produced valuable animals. Such 
may be regarded as a calamity, rather than a favorable 
result, from the fact that one successful attempt tends 
to encourage further efforts on similar lines, not only by 
the “lucky" breeder, but by his neighbors, and it will 
be noticed that where such an irrational proceeding 
proves successful in one instance, it will prove disastrous 
in many.

To successfully breed light horses, the 
to type and individuality must be observed as in the 
production of the heavier breeds or classes. VVhere 
pure-bred dams are owned there should, in the majority 
of cases, be no question as to the breed of sire to be 
selected, as in such cases we should “stick" not only to 
type, but to breed. At the same time, even with pure- 
breds, there may be cases in which we may be justified 
in selecting a sire of another breed. For instance, if 
we have a Thoroughbred mare, and wish to produce a 
harness horse, we may be justified in mating her with 
a Hackney. The Hackney gives better results when 
crossed with a Thoroughbred, or one with considerable 
Thoroughbred blood, than with any other class except 
a pure-bred of his own breed. In this case the pre­
potency of the dam transmits ambition and staying 
powers, and the sire transmits the action necessary in a
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Probably there are few horsemen who have not had 
the privilege of observing in some horses, one or more 
of the vices or tricks that they are commonly subject 
to. The disadvantages of horses afflicted with any 
of the many tricks and vices are loss of condition in the 
animal, danger in handling on account of injury and the 
annoyance that they cause, and in some cases the 
destruction of stable equipment and clothing. Most of 
these conditions are acquired from association with 
other animals, while a few may be the result of some 
disease or injury, and others may result from unkind 

These conditions are not as common in 
work horses as they are in the lighter breeds, but they 
are of common enough occurrence, to be of considerable 
importance and a knowledge of the nature of them, 

be the means of preventing them in the greater 
number of animals.

If one is buying an animal from another who has 
owned it for some time, it is always well to first observe 
the horse in the stall; pass in beside it, noting its action 
and behavior. If it is a work animal it is well to observe 
the harnessing operation. Observe the manger for 
evidence of cribbing, and the sides and back of the stall 
for evidence of kicking; if in the winter, make an effort 
to observe the clothing, to determine whether the ani- 

It might be well to use the comb 
and brush for a few minutes, to detect any difficulty in 
grooming. Careful notice should be taken of the animal 
while being hitched. There are very few tricks and 
vices but what detract very much from the animal’s 
value, and some of them are so serious as to make the 
animal almost useless for work purposes, while others 
render it dangerous to handle the animal.

If animals arirkept out of doors as much as possible 
when not working, it will lessen the liability of learning 
these tricks. It is also good for the animal as it provides 
much needed exercise. Idleness with the greater part 
of the time spent in the stable is conducive to disease, 
as well as the possible acquiring of tricks and vices.

The Habit of Weaving.—This is a habit that i 
noticed very often in race horses and especially in wild 
animals in captivity. The animal will weave back and 
forth continually, and at times to the extent that the 
feet will alternately be raised and lowered to the floor 
with the movements of the body. This is a nervous 
condition that may be brought about by some diseased 
condition ; however, there is not, as far as we know, 
any particular disease that has been credited with 
producing this habit. It is very possible, however, 
that this condition may be started in an animal from 
observing another animal.

Some horses weave constantly, while others weave 
only a part of the time; it is needless to state that any 
animal practicing this habit continually is greatly 
weakened and incapacitated for work. It requires too 
much energy during the constant weaving. Such ani­
mals should always be kept apart from others, so that 
they do not contract the habit from observance. They 
should be provided with bedding that will not slip under 
them, and should be placed in a large, roomy lx>x-sta!l.
If possible, they should be allowed to run in the pasture 
for some little time, or as much pf the time as the weather
will permit. . _ . . .

The extent to which the animal is affected by the 
habit, ill determine the disposition of it. If it renders 
it wea and unable to work, it should be destroyed.
If it can work without much inconvenience, anu will 
remain in fairly good flesh white doing so, it may be 
used in this way. ,

Windsucking and Crib-biting.—These are by tar 
the most common habits that we find amongst work 

They lower the selling value of many a good 
p sections where breeders for years bred their horse to a ridiculous figure, and at the best are very 
Standard Bred sires with the hopes of pro- undesirable. However, many of these animals are 

7ar-!1„ harness racers with the idea that a fast stallion capable of giving very satisfactory service for years,
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blood that practi Y ^ gize enough for carriage, hold of the manger or some other object in order to
and aresimply useful for drawing a light rig oyer a good get a good purchase, and at the time it pulls bac 
and are simp y The question is often asked, grunt is emitted. ...... ..road at a fair road pace, these ^ares with resaonable A windsucker cannot be recognized, but the crib- 
‘How shall y USeful animal that will have a biter can be recognized by its worn-off teeth. In some

prospects of Ijx trices?" This is a hard question animals these teeth are worn down almost to the gums, 
fair demand at-good pr^esr hbred the progeny Colic or indigestion frequently result from this habit
to answer. If crossedI with; s.Jdk, work. ff bred There is no question but what horses will learn both
will be too small, excpf çny wi„ pr0ably be o{ these habits from observing other horses, and for
to a sire of her ser’vice and not fast enough to this reason horses that have acquired these habits
too small for valuable se harness horse, as a should be kept away from all other horses. Many
race If crossed Æ the same fault as regards lack methods have been used to prevent this practice in
Hackney or.coach h<° . jh (unless the mare has very horses, but mapy times they outwit the device. Fhey
of size, with hek f qu Uy f ^ noticed of course, usually desist during the time that the act produces
good quality) will P Y hgr with a draft horse. any discomfort, but as soon as they find a way to - 
it would be unwi ° the mare be too small and tice the habit without any discomfort they are perform-
What then, can be done, n ^ ^ ddving purposes, ing the act as of old. Many of the practices that were
too slow to be c her If she has size but USed, were cruel and should not be countenanced at all.
it will be better-to n h(.r to a pig Thoroughbred Sawing between the teeth, lacing wire between the teeth
lacks speed and ('ufa ‘o\ri a good big saddler, or a at the gums, are both cruel and last only as long as the 
with the hopes of f she 8has both size and quality soreness lasts. One of the best methods is to take a 
combination horse. Hacknev and expect to w;de strap and place around the neck just back of the
.....  lucks speed, breed.to*^ ^ ^ has neither region w£ere the throat latch rests. This should be
produce a heav>'™ though she lx- of good quality, buckled tight enough that the horse cannot arch his 
size nor speed, e kncy with the hopes of pro- neck. This will not interfere with breathing, eating or
she may be bred t ■ ^ [)locky Thoroughbred, drinking; it should be removed when the horse is working,
during a high-acting• ;1 po!o p0ny, but either of unless he cribs on the yoke or tongue, and in such cases
with prosjjcets of P 1 k U) u, disap,jointing. it may be worn at all times. Muzzles have been tried
these lines of bru ding but are not as satisfactory as the wide strap. The
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THE HORSE. same care asr?y,
Stick to Type in Horse Breeding.

of the strongest factors acting against 
is the failure of breeders to

mal tears it or not.
Probably one 

profitable horse breeding,
"stick to type.” The indiscriminate selection of sires, 

sire because he is owned by a friend whom
thHoreeder wishes to help, failure to study the laws that 
govern breeding, and an attempt to produce an ideal,
all contribute to failure. .

Breeding is not a thing of chance. It is governed 
bv certain natural laws, which it is not our Pl|rP°se 
J discuss here, but with which every breeder should 
be conversant. These laws are, unfortunately not 
absolute- there are many deviations, some of which are 
hard to account for. At the same time they act with 
reasonable certainty, and the breeder who studies 
them carefully, and exercises reasonable intelligence in 
mating his mares, while he may be disappointed oc­
casionally, will, on the whole, be favored with a fair 
degree of success. On the other hand, the breeder who 
does not give the matter due consideration, does not 
study, or neglects the law's mentioned, but breeds in­
discriminately, without regard to the type or individu­
ality of his mares, will be disappointed in a large per­
centage of his attempts. The object of every breeder 
should be to produce something better than the dam. 
This can be done only by the selection of a sire of the 
same class, but of better individuality. The use of the 
word "class” here may lead to confusion, but we can­
not use the word "breed" as few of our mares are pure­
bred. Hence when we say "a sire of the same class 
we mean a pure-bred sire of the breed the mare more 
strongly favors or some of whose blood she possesses. 
Hence, if the mare is, to some degree, of Clydesdale or 
Shire tyjje and individuality, she should be bred to a 
Clydesdale or Shire stallion, if she be of Percheron 
type, breed her to a Percheron sire, etc.

Under present conditions we take it for granted that 
the intelligent breeder will not jiatronize an impure or 
unregistered sire of any breed or class. If we mate 
mares of composite breeding with sires of like breeding, 
even though they be typical of the type we wish to 
produce, we will, in most cases, meet with disappoint­
ment, as neither parent has sufficient prepotency to 
reproduce type with reasonable certainty.

Prepotency (the power to transmit to the progeny 
the characteristics of the parent) can be acquired only 
by breeding in certain lines for many generations. 
Hence the parent of composite or mixed blood cannot 
possess the necessary prejxjtency, and, if each parent 
lacks the essential what can we expect the progeny to 
be? All unprejudiced students of the breeding problem 
will admit that the Thoroughbred possesses greater 
prepotency than any other breed of horses, probably 
greater than any other domesticated animal. Why. 
Because he has been bred for so many generations 
without the infusion of foreign blood. Hence, in our 
endeavor to produce a foal that will be a better animal 
than the dam, we must select a sire that is not merely 
a better individual, but one that is pure-bred, and, of 
course, the longer his pedigree the better. Again, we 
should not select a sire simply because he is of the 
breed we want, and has a good pedigree. We must 
have individuality as well as pedigree, but, if we are 
forced to sacrifice either for the other, we would sacrifice 
individuality for pedigree, but this only to a limited 
degree. Get lxjth if possible. Again I would say- 

stick to type." If the prospective dam has an infusion 
0 the blood of some draft breed, breed her to the best 
Pure-bred sire of that breed procurable. As regards 
strict type, we may deviate to some extent ; in fact, it 
is often wise to do so. If the mare does not suit us in 

respect, we can improve tyjre in the progeny by 
the careful selection of a sire. For instance, if she be 

high, lacks substance, has too long a back, beefy 
~°nei coarse feathering, etc., select a sire of the blocky 
Ype, one with plenty of substance, one with a straight, 

S orU strong back, bone and feathering of good quality, 
e c- |n a few words “select a sire that is good (in fact, 
I|lay be over-developed) in the points in which the 

ai? *s deficient, or, on the other hand, one that is 
a her deficient in the points in which the dam shows 
'er-developmem It is not always possible to get 

services of . sire that, in all respects, is exactly 
a we would select to suit the individuality of the 

arc, but we should always bear her individuality in
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