
COD’S LOVE.
1 John iv. 9-18,

If wo look at man, we shall find his whole history 
in the history of Adam. God tried man, but man 
only marred all that he was trusted with.

When God chose a nation it was no better. The 
people were idolaters, the kings rebellious, the 
priests soiled their garments, so that they could not 
stand before trod. Whatever God has given in 
creation, providence, law, or grace, man has aban
doned. When the Lord from heaven came tho 
iniquitous nation rejected Him. But He never 
fails, and God will prove His love and wisdom by 
meeting His own people in every single thing in 
which man has broken down. All will come out 
|in glory as the positive fruit of tho cross. We learn 
a great deal more of what God is by knowing man; 
and we learn a great deal more of what man is by 
[knowing God.
I If we look at the Church, man is just tho same. 
Il'he mystery of iniquity working, the spirit of 
pemons among them, the love of many wnxing 
bold, until there is not one righteous one left, but 
nil closes in perfect ruin.
I God gives a power apart from man. He gives a 
new life—a life in His Son. In virtue of Him, it 
Icnnnot fail. It is eternal life—life in Christ.

God was perfectly manifested in the Son, when 
He came down from heaven to give life. But this


