
The Flour and drain Trade.

for the htmm week last year -a decline of 47c. 
per bushel. Since w« have been «hut out ol 
the United States market by the immense do- 
preci ition of the currency of that country, the 
great volume of our produce seeks au ourlet by 
the St. Lawrence, and an large quantities of 
grain from the Western States have been, aid 
ar« likely to continue to be, shipped in that di
rection likewise, the amount ol freight offering 
has increased much more rapidly than the 
amount of tonnage. Freight rates have conse
quently ruled high, and prices of grain on this 
side the Atlautic have been depre std in a like 
proportion. This was the cue throughout the 
autumn, and there is every rea-ou to anticipate 
even a greater elicet upon prices in the spring. 
Dealers will, therefore, probably operate during 
the winter with a large margin lor freight con 
tingcncies, and the ra'e wtiich farmers will re 
aliao for their grain wiil probably be low, irorn 
this as well as trom other causes.

Summing up the operations for the entire 
year in grain and flour, the result for all pirties 
concerned is not altogether satisfactory ; yet, as 
compared with many previous years, there is no 
great cause tor compluiut. Farmers have re
alized throughout the year a lower rate than in 
any year since 1853 Ye1 the crop of 1801 wan 
one of the largest and best ever harve-ted, and 
as the greatest portion of it was sold during the 
year under revijw, the quantity lor which 
money was realized made up for the depiecia- 
tion iu price. The gre*' uniformity iu price 
throughout the year has aim been iu their fa
vour, as a fluctuating market rot uufreqnently 
results in a low avenge of rates. Tuls uni
formity is remarkable, and wo think almost un
precedented in the bistoiy of trade ; the fluctu 
ations did not exceed throughout the year over 
Highland a half cents, and for mouths together 
the range iu price did not vary over three cents. 
In 18G1 the fluctuations exceeded sixteen cents ; 
in 1860, twenty seven cems ; and in 1859, fifty 
cents per bushel in the year, this steadiness of 
the market has somewhat compensated for the 
lowness of price, and taking into account wh v 
they have made in other grains, the farmers, as 
a class, in Canada have gair.ed considerably on 
the year. They have certainly made more 
money than the grain dealers, for whom, not 
withstanding that tney have conducted an im
mense business, on principles much sounder 
than in previous years, with an abundance of 
facilities, great energy and unusually good ca
pacity, the result is not flattering. LargeIosms 
nave certainly not b-wi made, but the gun», 
netted, are in small piopurtion to those which 
have been marie iu other brunches of btubh 
with far less capital invested, and calling for 
much less anxiety and labour. It is veiy ques
tionable whether the grain-dealers, as a cia-s, 
in Canada, are any richer V - lay than they wcie 
a year ago. The year has left them in a tor 
position for fnturooperations, which is all That 
can be said ; but even that cannot lie said of 
many a previous yen, the result of which was 
to cripple and sometime* completely to d stroy
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for many a man all hopes for future bum-

For millets, the year has been moderately 
protiiable. Ihe disappe trance from our market, 
of American buyers, who were mainly millers, 
purchasing to supply their own mills, has kept 
the price of wheat iu much better proportion to 
that of fijur than for several previous years. 
Tnis has given a ftir remuneration to manulac 
tureis, and except that millets have shared 
with grain dealer^ all the annoyances of a con
stantly receding market, they have little to 
complain of. As compared wrh the spring of 
1861, the I ist spring was much more satisfactory. 
I he fall months w< n h u ih SO pwfltlbit M 
those of 1861, the average uaiit of seveial large 
tiStablishiueuiH in 1862 being thirty two wuis 
per bun el for luimniHctui ing, against sixty 
cents per t at re I iu 1861, and only ultout one 
third as much business being doue. Yet thirty 
ci uts per barrel profit is a fair remuneration. 
This ra»e ol gain, of course, cannot apply uni 
versally, but taking the millers likewii-e, as a 
class, their position is certainly somewhat bet
ter than at this time last year.

The operations for the autumn in Barley were 
remarkable. Notwithstanding a very general 
contrary * xpoc utiou, the yield of barley in Ca
nada proved to be only about one-half that of 
the year previous. With an unsettled market 
in the United bta'es, and great irregularity in 
îatesof exchange between the two countries, 
the price opened here at 45c per bushel. This, 
however, did not long remain the ruling rw, 
for during September the prie9 advanced to 75c 
per bushel, and during October the upward ten
dency steadily continued, closing at 93c. In 
November the advance w is still greater, ami 
culminated near the end of that mouth in $1 02 
per bushel, a rate higher than was ever before 
realized in this country for barley. The trade 
in October w<s very heavy, ami farmers real
ized an average of at least 85c lor the entire 
crop. This was a better price th in was obtained 
tor spring wheat, and went considerably to 
compel,see for the low price of that staple. 
Farmers, however, were not the only gainers ; 
dealers never made mote money, iu proportion 
to the amount of grain handled and the time 
spent, than in this season's operations in bar
ley ; Indeed, the g tins were larger than on ad 
the re»t of the gram shipped, of whatever char
acter, and in not a few caste the profits on bai 
ley went a long way to biidgo a deficiency that 
would otherwise have icsuitcd lrum triinsbc- 
tioiis In wheat. The came of them high rates 
was principally to lie found in the short omp 
in the United States, the low stock of malt hi 
iliât country, and still inure in the imminte in 
crease hi toe consumption of ale, an Incrw.Mi 
that is not confined to the United Suite»', but i • 
largely evident in Cma-ii.

We herewith submit our usually complete n - 
turn of Hie shipments of flour aud grain by wa 
ter from tbL port. lhe<* are got only with 
great labour from the shipping books on the 
nine city whaivea, there being no system of re-
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