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2 HISTCRICAL :NCIDENTS OF THE COUNTY OF SIMCOE.

miles long and two miles wide, its en-
tire iength lying along the shorss of
the Geongian Bay. Assessed at a
very low value, its taxable proper-
ty is placed at about two million
dollars, an:d the bonded indebtedness
of the town at two hundred thous-
and dollars, which i8 a very small
debt, considering the assets possess-
el by the town for which this debt
was incurred. 1t possess [ifteen nidles
of we figest granolithic pavements,
whick are the admiration and envy
of every town in the pruvince. These
roads cost over twenty-five thousand
dollars pald for entireiy by jocal im-
provement tax. The town is lighted
entireiy by electricity, and has as
fine a system of waterworks as hao
vet been devised, both fire and wa-
ter systems being owned and opera-
ted by the town. Hurontario street
which s the main street of the town
is 71 model in every respect. Running
straight through the centre of the
town, with its full magpificent width
of one hundred fest it represents the
solid portion of Collingwood with its
handsome brick blocks for business,
and its substantial public edifices.
Within defined areas of th» town
no buildings, but such as are with
main walis of brick iren or  stone,
are permitted to be buiit thus iguar-
anteeing the substantiality of  the
business portion of the town. ‘
The town has a paid lire brigade,
which is actlive in the dischange of
its duty and the Underwriters’ As-
sociation have placed the town
among its best classes for insurance
risks. There are {ive public schooi
buiidings in the town, and attend-
ance afler seven years i8 compulsory.
Nearly 1,400 pupils attend. A very
efficient  truant by-law is in
aclive operation. Two tauneries are
situntedl in the town, two large saw
mills running night aad day, severai
sash and door facturies and manu-
facturing estabiisbments at present
ruiming to their utmost capacity.
The fishing industry is carried on
very extensively in Col.ingwood, per-
paps one of as large fiests of fish-
iz boats operates on the lakes from
ivere »ns frow any other place on
fresh water, and in the fall  and
sprizjz the harbor is crowded with
1nte vessels which are ewygaged in
this occupation. In this industry
there is investad in Collingwood over

a hundred thousand dollars in boats

steam tugs, nets and plant. The an-
nual eatch amounts to $125,000, and
the number of wen employed is about
two hundred and fifty of the [inest
mariners bred. Collingwood is at
pre=ent blessed with that rare but
excellent thing. a gool municipal
conneil ; it is ecalled ihe business
council and deserves itz name. Up
to two years agou the town was
governed by fourteen counciliors in-
cluding a mayor, and two deputy
reeves .; the councillors were elecied
by what is known as the ward sys-
tem, but two years ago the town
voted to reduce the municipal coun-
cii to six members, and the present
councii is composed of some of the
leading business nen, who are con-
ducting the aflfairs of the town as
they would do their owan  business
and with eqgual success. At the head
of this comneil stands pre-eminent,
the Msayor, Joln  Chan berlain, one
of those sturdy Englishnen, who are
doinlg s6 much to build up Canada i
to a ygreat pation. Mr. Chamberlain
has been thrice elected LY his fellow
towasmaen to the honorable position
he now so worthily occupies, and it
my be said without fliattery, that
Mayor Chamberlain is one of the
most efficient, industrious and pains-
taking officials who hLas ever presid-
ed at the councii board. He is con-
tinualiy at work, seeking now to
promote and advance the best inter-
ests of the town. lle is always ham-
mering upen the governemret at Ot-
tawa the importance of Collingwood
as a shipping port, aud the need for
permanent improvement at their
hands. It is pleasing to note that
his efforts ia this respect are neet-
jug with such deserving success.
The other members of the Coun-
cil are some of Coliinggwoecd's shrewd-
est business men, and are H. Y. Tel-
fer, a member of the wlolesale gro-
cery aad provision firm of Telfer
Bros.,, who are also large manufac-
turers of flour and woollen goods,
possessing large mills where  tlese
indusiries are extensively carried on
This firn: is noted for its successful
business career anl strict integrity
in all its dealings. Mr. C. E. Steph-
ens is head of tlwe jarge mercantile
iirn of . E. Stephens & Co., one of
the largest establishments as one of
the most suecessfal in the own. Mr
Stephens is chairman of the linane
coa mittee, ant under his keeu brain
aml intellgent business-like  superyi




