
CHAPTER II

ROBERT BURNS FLETCHER

EXT morning the storm had somewhat
I abated. There was no need for the

Jbletchers to go home until the afternoon

^

so immediately after breakfast, John, afterhaving carefully read the report of his ^wn speech
in the mornmg paper, went forth to make some in-

st"rlntl'°""'"'"^ *!:' ^'"'^ ^°""^^'"^ ^h° had so
s angely come mto their keeping. He had slept wella

1 mght m the comfortable bed near the warm kitclen
fire, and awakened as bright as a bee. still more toentwme himself about Mary's heart

huib?nd T^/-'"
'^'

'f' "' '^^- ^"*^^^^ h^^ stalwarthusband striding up the street, "it may be wran^

keen th°^K
J^^"'" hear naething, and that^e'll let mekeep the bairn. Do you think he will >"

fl,

J'
I -^""l??.

'^°"'^^'' ^^'''^- J°hn would gie ye

wellfiTf If .T'^u :^"* y' ^^^ better think

ve hL u
^' '^^ '^^ ^''^" ^^""^ t° Spitalhaugh,ye hae a heavy responsibility, and, mind yyer am bairn, and ye dinna ken what kind

you, its no
o' a fire-
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