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occMKsni not (rrovellinKi piiro without »criipiiIoilty, and exact without aiiiwrent
elaboration; alwayn iM|ualili) an I ah\a)ii eany."

"Thi()iiKli')ut we liikVf prccino contiaHtM, which iorve only for cluarncsH."
" Hu niakim ooniparattiely little uie o» contrast for tho purpoHc of irlvlne cicarneiis

to hm views."

"There In some coldnesH and monotony in Addinon's style."

"StrtjnKth Is not a featuru of Aildl^on's proHi'. He has neither fiubllndty nor vi){our."
" He is nover ferhle, and he did not h Inh to he oncrKotic ; he is never rapid and hi'

never stntfrmtes."
'

It is upon the witty vein In his writings that AddJHrxi's fame is durably foniMliMl
eic'j.'ai^tHatiii;s_()n the manners of his time will bo read when his yrave r>.HiiyH are

lie is tlio Kiuat

lil!4

ifhiMCcd at as inoductionH
KiiKli.ih example of polite ri<liiulo.'

too superllcial to be piTm:uR!nt

"His humour, which is peculiar to liijnwlf, is so happily diffused so ai to ifWe the
Kraoe of novelty to domcMtic siencs and dailv (jcciirn^nots

"

a mirth connistcni, witti tender compassion for all that is frail
)r all tliat is hiililiine."

'

" Addison's mirth
and with profound revereMuo for

"His tone is tliat of a Kontieman, in wlioni tho quickest sense of the iudic^jus is
constantly tempered by (food nature and ifood breeding."

" Instead of the new wit of tlie cnlTee house, men found themselves sniiiinff with
a humourist who came nearer than any man, before or since, to the humour
of Hhaliespeare."

'' tt was his principal endeavor to avoid all harshness and severity of diction."
" Eleiranco is the rulinif ipuility of Addiso'i'- style. He sacrifices overythinir to the

unctions junction of syiial)le-t and the hai in., ions combination of iilcaH."

"There is an undercurrent of poetry in all this. It has flowed tliroutth his prose a
thousand times more sincere and beautiful than in bis verses, llich oriental fancies
are displayed, not with a sliower of sparks as in Voltaire, but in a ealiu atid abundant
lijtiit. . . . Tlie nnisie of the vast ca.lenciid and tranipiil phrases leads ttie M;ind
Kentiy amidst romantic splerMlors and encbantinents. and the deep sentiment of ever
youMK nature recalls the imppy ipiietmie of Spenser. Thron;,'ii irentlu railleries or
moral essays we feel that the aiitboi's imagination is happy, deiiubfed in tlie contem-
plation of tho swayinic to ami fro of tho forcsttnps which eiotlie the mountains, the
eternal verdure of the valleys inviirorated by tre.-h springs, and the wide view
uiidulatiny- far away on tlie distant bnri/.cn. (Jrcat and simple sentiments natnially
join these noble imitu'es, and their measured bainiony creates a uniipie spectacle
worthy to fascinate the heart of a ifood man by its gravity and sweetness. Such are
the Visions of Mirza."
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