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‘< near-by dilapidated oathodrel was not permitted - exoepting to a smell .ﬁarty of espooi-

ally privileged priests, ono of whom told us all about it in a longthy but eloguoitt loow

turo aﬂ_;er their return to the ship.

Twenty-four hours after wo. tied up alongside the wharf the "Gripsholm” go%: in
and berthed stern to storn with us. Moanwhile a big party of our ablo=-bodied shipmates,
despite the groet hoat, had boon landing our hoavy baggego, ond storing it in a waro-
houso opposite us. Then the "Gripsholm" did tho samo, also landing a vast oargo of modi-
oal supplies and "oomfort"™ pockages for the "Toia Maru" to carry back to military and
oivilien intornoos in tho oomps we had loft behind,

Then, on the morning of the 19th. Qotober Frocdom camo; the long=looked -forward
-to "exohange" ‘took places Wo 1503 repatrietes marchod in file from the "Toda Maru" to
tho "Gripsholm", whilst & similar stream of Jepanose mon, women end children pouroed out

: of the "Gripsholm®, and on into the quarters we had vacated. Wo woro supremely happy.
Thoy gevo no indiocations of joy, knowing only too well tho discomforts that ewaited them
in Jepan. A number of our passengers were oarried aboard the "Gripsholm" in strotchors,
too weok and ill %o walk. Ono in partioular, an old Shanghai ‘aoquaintanoo, wes so far
gono thet it soomed impossible for him to live. It was my pleasuro to see this gentlo-
man, on our arrival at New Jersey, walk ashore in sprightl& foshion, smoking a cigar.
The ompty holds of the "Teia Maru" just loft by our ﬁmon now booamo the home, until
Yokohame wes roaohed, of Japrnese womon. Such is Japenoso chivalry! On tho 21st wo
thankfully sew the last of the "Tela Meru", as sho stoamod eway oastward, %o tho land of l
tho Mikado's now setting sun.

On roaching tho "Gripsholm's" main deck cach of us was handed a iargo slab of
‘Nostloﬁe chooolate, and every one who wished rocoived also a packago of Amoriocan oigar-

ettos. An enormous and hungrily-devourcd alfresco lunch followcd, whilst mearmwhilo the
éhip's orew wore fumigeting end refurbishing the oabins.,. Then mail was distributed.

Thousends of letters end cablegrams, e suprome event to us, many of whom had not heard

from home, relatives and friends, for nearly two yoars. That night the "Gripsholm"

oooks and stewnrds served us an enormous dinner, chief foatures of which were roast

turkey, loe-oream and coffee - such ocoffee as Canndicns and Amoricens enjoy. And then

-~

to bed = aftor one of life's most memorable days.

It is not my intontion to desoribe our daily exporioncos on the "Gripsholm";:

But I would liko

full descriptions hove been printed in mony newspapors and magazines.

to0 commend the ocourtoous, kinlly Rod Cross officials, who suppliod us with muoch=nooded

chengos of olothing and othor necossitios, also tho Swodish staff of the ship, every one
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