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bute much toward the cause of God, and none of them are
by any means wealthy. There is but very littie money in
the country, and property seenis steadily depreciating in
value, which malies it difficuit to increase the receipts. The
Methodist Church irust be sustained on tbis mission, and
will be the C/zurch here in the near future. The Presbyter-
ian Church is thoroughiy evangelicai, and doing good work
side by side with us, but flot on the saine ground. We
have very agreeable pulpil exchanges occasionally, and pur-
pose holding evangelistie meetings togetkier this w inter. Our
trust is in the living God, ani in (>ur work we cmpioy the
sword of the Spirit and know no better. J. CIVI' Mi' NTS

JVfi$ior~~y ~ediis.

The Russian Circumocution Office.

-T HE reason why changes that are manifestiy desirabie,
1 that are in the direction of econoniy, and that

apparentiy would injure no one, are flot nmade ini Russia is
une of the most puzzing and exasperating tbings that are
forced upon a traveller's attention. In every branch of the
administration one is constantly stumling upon abuses or
defects that have long been recognized, that have been
commented uî>on for years, that are ai)iarentiy prejudicial
to the interests of everybody, and that, nevertheiess, c-n-
tinue lu exist. If you ask an explanation of an officiai in
Siberia, he refers you lu St. Petersburg. If you inquire of
the chief of the prison department in St. Petursbhurg, h»f,
tells you that he bas drawn up a Ilproject " to cope wvith
the evii, but that this Ilproject " has not yet been approved
by the Minister of the Interior. If you go to the Miîniste.r
of the Interior you learn that the Ilproject ' requires a ire-
lîsminary appropriation of money-even although lits ultimnate-
effect may be to save money-and that it cannot bie ear ried
into execution without the assent and co operation of the-
Mfinister of Finance. If you foliow the Ilprojecî " to thle
Minister of Finance, you are toid that it has been ýsent back
througha the Minister of the Interior to the c-hi(![ of the
prison departmnent for Ilmodification.» If you stili persisî
in your determination to find out why this thing is not donc,
ycou may chase the modified Ilproject " Ihrough thle prisn
department, the Minister of the Interior, and thie MIinister
of Finance, toi the Councîi of the Empire. There youi dis-
cuver that, inasmuch as certain cros>s-and-ribbon decorat ed
senators and generals, who bareiy know Siberia by namne,
have expressed a doubt as t0 the existence of the evii witlh
which the Ilprojecî " is intended to, deal, a speciail "com -
mission " (with salaries amounting lu twenty thousand
rubles a year and mileage) has been appointed tu investi-
gate the subject and make a report. If you pursue the
commission to Siberia and back, and search diiigentiy in
the proceedings of the Councii of the Empire for ils report,
you ascertain that the document bas-been sent tu the Min'i
ister of the Interior lu serve as a basis for a new Ilprojeet,"
and then, as len or fifteen years have elapsed and ail the
original projectors are dead, everything begins over again.
At nu stage of this circurnrotatory process can you iay your
hand on a particular officiai and say, IlHere 1 you are re-
sponsible for this-what do you mean by il?" At nu
stage, probably, can you find an officiai who is opposed lu
the reform, or who has any personai interest in deféaîing lit ;
and yet the general effect of the circumrotatory process îs
more certaiiy fatal tu your reformatory project than any
amount of intelligent and active opposition. The various
bureaus of the provincial governor-generai's office, the chief
prison department, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry
of Finance, the Ministry of Justice, the Council of Minis-
ters, and the Council of the Empire constitute a huge
administrative maelstrom of ignorance and indifférence, in
wbich a fi"prujectl» revolves siowlY, mnonth afler montb and
year after year, uantil il is finally sucked down out of sight,
or, perbaps, thrown by a fortuitous eddy of personal or
official interest into the great gulf-stream current of real life.
-George Kernan, lis The Century.

The Red Cross Soclety ii .Japan.

C LA RA BARTON, who identîifd hersef wth our
civil war in a wvay that will neyer bc forgoîten,

becamne acquainted, wifle in the Alps a few years later, wîth
the society cailed the Red Cross, for whici lier name
to-day stands in so many countries. 'l'ie puirposec of tbis
organit-ation is to relieve the' sufl'erings cf war ini the
quîckest way. If a soidiur isý wounded he mi-rîts care as a
brother mnan, and is not longer re-garded' as, an, cnemy. At
l)resent oiver fo)rty nat,ýions % hav raifio-d :lois humai:nt' treaty.
It was t1hrough issBro~ efotthat thet ((o opefration
o)f the 'Uiited( St:ïtes ws sciired, andi îhoghbrwa
isslled whaî isý knoýWn1 asl theý Amilcananndnta
c-.lse provîdinig aid foir ail 1ufrngcuedt omnii
tics 1 y l'ire, flood(, laiela, fever an kind(rud 4c1ainîities.
A,"s a1 witnless am n nlions as, to> t1ht- hurnianil!ngk in11flice
o>f this d (rs retJapan1 standslt foes If, day.,
lIcrý Ille trcatîy was ;idopted in Oi886,throgh Miss, Bar-
toni's confércec îthi litadîng oitui-cns ,f 'l'okyo. japano
hias been put to a iiost try ing tsî dnrîng ith Ille e war,
and undt'r thic symbol of iht' Rcd Irssba dnt iris
work that must t hallenget the admiiiiii irtio c' woild.

judgîtig froni a Ictter %iehI ()nt- o)f our Mîissiars sencIds
us froni japoln datud 1>,i)ecember, i S-), il wldseithat
the ('hristiant signîificancet oif thic kt-i rol sytuhbol is
entiriy unconiprebendetid by tht' ilnedulcated atve As
thec crosýs is. the clbaracter for te-) n CIii 'neýse and Japanese,
il is, spoken-i of by. the conlon pcopi as tbic kid 'l'enl
Letter Soiî,altbouigh tht' ngihsakn jap-iii-e,
and, (cf core teEg iprcss cay al] il the'
Red Cross Sccity. Afler thec armiy, Iiirgnato
seenils toi be the mclst tsp lii tig. in ja1 ian The'

Enpesis ils ntuitt'proaal olfficiais, Ixcetng
tht' cws are (bIIiged( to br'ion[g Il, it.

My c'orre'spondeniUt writcs thant 'ter are a largeý numiber
ofrhns prisoners in 0saka1, ai)d an o dffici ftt i.orai
Gcverlnment se tlic nîlissionlarics to go anid su(- 111% %welI
they weetreaîed. 'lhey wore l tht'1 (e ross oit
clo)tbling withi the badI(ge of ('rsiîiyon thecir arns.

Bilsan(] othe(rs buoks III th inr e languaige w-re dlis-
tribuîied, and balthi Chiiese and Japiant's( attenidaints wo-re
delighîed,( with thenii, and witlh the oyratyc theAmrî
cans.- 'l'le I'tp,;n Mfii cf 100b 1 ioht ol f the
Red Cross Hlosî>ital atl Tlokyc, to wbliehI a ocpn f
woundedý( Chinesc soidiers were ruccntiy takeun for healîng.
Thlis bospital "nijo)ys the' rputatimn of being theL beist
equipped institution of thie kind in Asial. 1,e aortnws
tht'7 muisum, thie ope(raitinig thecatres, tht' mdicd al Iinspect"Iln
rooins, theý wards, ail are suppied withevrthn thait
science in the lmst advan1(col staige iitateýs. Prighit, airy
rooms, capital licos, excellent food, a splaciouis gardeni for
exercise, scrupuilous cieaniiness vrweeuniforni kind
trealmienit and nursinig il miay safciy be said tha.t the
patents in tibis hiospiti neyver fared so smtcsybfr.
As one of our contem)pora ries -xelaýin, " -No wondel(r th)e
prisoners were dazed, and feared thywerc being fattenied
for siauigter."- Mrs,.1J)s. inaI 1,ii Lte and lig/M",i

My Chinese .Patîent.
13Y DR. PEFcK, Olt PANG CRUANO;, CHIINA.

y9 7EARS ago, whiie living aI Pa.-o Iing-fu, a littie man
y made his appearance at my huspitai ivith a large

tumor on bis neck. lie liait neyer seeni a European befure,
but came witi is mind fuilly mnade iip for an opecralion,
Owinig tu îeport5 lie ha.d becard of us in his country home
fromi patients whio hiad been ait tie hospilal. Against the
runstrances of h)is frienids and neighb)ors, bie bad sold bis
littie property in order to gel moncy tu live on. His
simple reply toi these remornstrances was tha-t bis life was
made a burden lu bimi by is tumnor, and hce was going to
lry the foreign doctor, and in ie expressive idiom of his
language, if h le was "*cured weil" 1we couid earn mure
muney, and if hie was "lcured dead" hie wvouidn't need il.
The foreign doctor tried tu persuade bUn againsî su formid-
able and risky an operation, but witbout aovaiL


