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AT last, however, s clerk signedte them from a >doorway, aud
t1iey found Gralianm sitting bie-

fore a Iittered table. A mari sat oppo-
site hum with the telephone receiver ini
lus hand.

h"4Sorry to keep you, but I've both
hand4 full jýust now. Every man in this
eity la Vhîinking wheat," lie savid. "Has
lie word freim Chicago, ThomisonY"

"Yes," said the elerk. "Bears lost
hold titis morning. General ýbuying!"

Just then the door swung open, and
a breathleas man 'came in. "Guees I
scared that clerk of yours wlio wanted
te turn me off," lie said. "Hleard what
Chicage's doing? Weil, yeu've got to
buy for' me new. They're geing to send
lier frigilt up inio thbe sky, and ita %beut
time I got out before the bule trample
thbe life out of ame."

"Quite sure yen csn't 'wait until te-
morrow T" asked Grahiam.

The man shook Mis head. No, sir.
When I've been selling ail along thre
litrs! Send off right awsy, and tell your
mari on tlie market te cuver every blame
sale for me."

Graham signeI te thle clerk, aud as
the telephone bell tinkled, alacd breuglit
la a message. The ' brekerý openred it.

"ewYork lest advanee and recovered
it twice la the firat heur,' lie read.
''At present a point or two better.

Steady buying ln Liverpool."'
Th,"said thbe otlier mnan, "is quite

enogli for me. Let me have, the Con-
tract!.s as sor as tbey're ready."

11e wcn-t out, and Graham turued te
Wiftlin. "Tbere's half-a-dozen more
of thiem outside," lie said. "Do you buy
or. ýsII T"

Withamn lauglied. "I want te know
whicli a wise mnn wauld dIO."

"Weil," said Grabiam . "I cau't tell
yeni. The builîs rushed wheat op as I

wrdyeu, but te otuler f olks got theïr
elIaws ini and worried it down again.
Wlieat's anywbere suid niowbere ail tbe
tisas, aud in advisiug iiobody juat 110w.
Neo doubt you've foraned your own epin-
joni."

Witliam nodded. "It's tlie stof
tlie grapIed, sud the hears areu't quite
besto-n yet, but any tine the uext week;
or two tle decisive turn will corne.
Then, if tliey haven't got eut, there'll be
very little, ieft of thetun."

"Yen seesa tolerably sure of the
thing. Colt plenty of confidence lu te

[ smiled. "I faucy I know liow
w-hsat was sown tibis year
n any satisfaction of the2 ring,
lot thle huila Fit ceunt-ig ou

millions et hungry foîk lu
)untry. IV'a noV 'New York or
uit Liverpool Vhs spark la cosa-

ssld Graham, "that's zny
,o, but I've no tinte fer auy-
hass't griet for me at new.
ha glad te coule round and

home te aupper if yeu baven'V
lice. which is net uuknown at

I didn't at the beginning. I was an
opinionated as, yen sec."

Witham laughed. "Il don't mind ln
the lest, sind we have most of us felt
that way."

"Weil," said the lad, 'II was a littip
short of funýds, sud proud of myserîf,
and when everybody seemed çIerf sin that
whest was going dDwn for ever, 1
thought I saw my cliance ef making a
littie. Now I've more wbeat than I car-
to think of te deliver, the market's
against me. If it stiffens sny furtbe.r
it will break mne; and that's nlot ail,
you see. l'hings have gone tolerai'1y
badly witb thle folks at liule, and 1
fancy it toek a good deal of what
should have, been tlie girl's portion to
stsrt me ai Sdývcrdale."

"Then," saidli Witham, "it's no use
trying to show you how foolisl you've
been. That is th~e usual thiug, snd it's
easy; but what the man in the hole
wants to know is the means o! gettilig
out again.

Alfreton smiled rue! ully. 'mru toler-
ably far ln. 1 could just cuver at to-
day's prices if 1 plsdged my crop, but îi
would leave me nothing to go on with
snd the next advance would, awamp the
fai»

,,Well," saidi Withamt quietly, "don't
buy te day. Tbere's going to bie an
advance that will take folks' breath
away, but tlie times flot quite ripe yet.
You'll see prices knocked back a little
the next day or two, snd then you will
cover your sales te the last bushel.ý'

But are you sure?" asked the lad a
trille hoarsely. -You sc, if you're mis-
taken, it wil limeau ruin to mc."ý

Witbama laid lis, baud on his shoulder.
"If I arn wrong, 1'il make your lesses
geod."j

O)THING more wss said, butN Alfretou's face grew anxious
once muore as thsy went up snd down
the City. Everybody was talldiig wheat,
wliieh was not astonisbing, for that
city and the two great provinces to tlie
west of it lived by the trade ln grain;
ana before tbe a! tern9oi hld passe,[
tliey learned that tliera liad been a per-
sisteut adivauce. Tlie Iad's unsasiness
sliowesd itsîf, but whsn thiey went1 b1Ick
te tbe hotel about thie supper heur Wit-
liant smiled at hitu.

"You're feeling siokV l"ie satid. "Stil,
I don't fancy you neeýd worry."ý

Then Grahiam appeared and cIaimied
him, and it was next morning wlben lie
saw AIfreten again. Hae was breakfast-
ing witli Colonel Barrington and Danle,
sud Witliaxa noticsd that tlie older mani
did not appear te blave mucli appetite.
When tuhe rneai waa finished lie drew
lim aside.

"Yon liave revered your sales, srY
lie a"sked.

"No, sir," said Barrîn1gton. Ibv
ilet."

"Then 1 wonder if it wouild be pre-
situption if I asked a questionY"

Barringt-ou looksd eAt hilm steadily.
"To ho frauk, 1 fauey it would be bet-
'ter if you did not. 1 have, o! course,
euly my ewn f olly to blasas for believ-
ing I couîld equal yeur naturai apti-
tuide for tbiq risky amusement, w-hici I
had, and qtili have, objections te. 1
was, 4towever, lu need of tuuey, sud
geeing your success, yleieded te the tenp-
tnA f;rn -rT n ,navincu nv nf flha re-

were one or two fellows wbo would have
boughit my estirnated crop frein me at
a figure wbich would bave about covered
working expenses. Sorte of thbe ethers
wbo did not know yen wers ceming ln,
put tîjeir affairs in my bhauds, too."

"lSeil uotliing," said ýWitlinm quietiy.
It was an bour later wýhen a moes-

enger fromt Grabam found tiremt lu tbe
smoking-room, snd Colonel Barrington
smiled dryly as bie tore up 'the envelupe
h.anded liim.

"'Market opeued with sellera pre-
vailing. Chicago flat!' lie read.

Dans glanced at Witbama so'xewbat
ruefully, but tne latter's syes were fixed
on Colonel Barrington.

"If I hiad anytbîng te cuver I sliou]d
still wait," lie said.

r"That,"~ said Dane, "is net exact]y
good news -te me."

"Our turn will corne," ssid Witham
gravely.

T HAT day, sud several which fol-
Alowed it, wheat uueved dewn,

Dane said notbing te Witham about
wliat lie feit, thougli bis face grew
gri-trmer as the tinte went on. Barring-
ton was quietly impassive when tbey
met him, whiie Alfreton, wbo saw a
way eout of bis diffîculties, was liard to
restrain. Wîtham long afterwards re-
membered thbat horrible suspense, but
lie showed no sigri tf wliat lie was en-
duriug then, aud waa enly s trifie
qjuieter titan usual wlien lie and Alfreton
eutered Graham's office eue morning.
It was husier than ever, while the mnen
wbo hastersd lu sud eut seenaed te re-
veal b 'y attitude and voies thlat they
feit somnething was going to bappen.'"In sellers' favour!" said the breker.

"Everbodywith a few dollars le liant-
ntering prices ene way er the other.
Notliiug but wheat la beard of in Vhs
City' WVeII, we'1l simmer down wlieu the
turul -ornes, sud -thougit Fi' piliug up
dollars;, l'Il lis thankful. HTalle, Thesa-
sou, anytbiug going ou new?"

"bco buying," said te clerk.
"ýNow i t'a Lverpo ol! Sellers holding
off. Wautiug s two-eighits mors the
cental!"

Theù telephious bell ýtinkled agaiu, sud
tuhere was a trace o! excitemen t lu Vhe
face of the mnan w-ho auswered ut.

"lWaltbew lias geV uews aliead or us,"
lie said. "Chicago bears caved lu. Buy-
iug orders,-. froin Liverpool broke, thesa.
GeVt it there streu."

Withamr ýtapped Alfretou's sheulder.
",Now is ths tinie. Tell bisa 'Vo buy," lie
said. "We'1l wait outside until yeu've
put tii deal titrongl, G'raliasa."

It was Vweuty minutes befere Gra-
liant camne eut te Vliem. "ll et yen
have youir ceutracts, Mr. Ait reton, sud
mny man on the ma.rket just flxed thesa
iu tisas," lie said, "They're Up a penny
on1 the cental in Liverpool now, sud ne-
body will seli, while biers lu Winnipeg
they're falling over sacli otber te boy.
Neyer lied sinob a cirrus aine the 'trade
begait!

Altreton. wbo sseed te quiver,
turned to bis eompainion, sud tbsu for-
got what ho -bad te tell bisa. Witbam
hll straig btened bimsîf sud bis eyeï
w-are sbtniag, wbls Vhs lad was pui-
zled lty bis face. ~Visave for the lit-
Vie trémer lu it, bis voie w-as very
quiet.

IILt lias conte at lasV,» 'lie said. "Two
farma would noV [havie eeversd your
loases, Alfreton, if yon had walted un-
-fil te-morrow. Have aupper witb us,
Grabamt-lf you like it, lakes et Cham-
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on Your
Pocket
If you intend building a bouse,
you uaturaily waut the best
bouse possible for the money you
have to spend.

If you could eliminate the
architect's fee, the contractor's
profit and the usual amount of
" Extras," you would save more
than a third of your eost.

READY-CUT
HOMES

wlU save you more than a third
of thle money It would cost you
to put up a bouse lu the ordin-
ary way.

Ready-Cut Homes are made to
more than 60 dIfferent plans--
the simplest te the more elabo-
rate.

They are shlpped ail ready for
erection. Every piece of lum-
ber, every stick of tituber in the
house ls eut to fit exactly into
place. EverY wIudow, wlndow-
sash, door and door-frame ls
complete and exact ln size. Ail
hardware la ineluded and every
piece of material is marked.

If You ean bold a hammer and
drive a nail, You eau Put one or
our Ready-Cut houses together,
and the resuit la a beautiful
home of the exact plan chosen,
wltb a savIng of one-third the
coat of labor and ene-seventh the
money you psy for materials. In
addition te ail this you get our
building experts' free adie..

Send six cents ln stamps for
b>oek No. 7Zt

Sovereign Construction
Company, Limited

1327 C.P.R. Building

TOROTO NTARIO

Wetr Assurance Company
(Fire and Marine)

Incorporated AD. 1861
A.ss ovoe $,000.00O
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