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Výhen the Suckers Run
A n Intima te Description of a Northern Spring

S PRING hati corne at last to thewooded siopes that iay about
ConJurînt; Lake. Betore tho

steady advance ot the northward,
swinging son the bitter tros ts bail
finaliy relaxeti their grip. The iast
thin tee was gone from marsh and
laite and sýtrearn, the last vestige of
ismow had ispard frein the
tlîickets, ani in the open, sun-kisseti
places ou the billsidos patdxes ot
tender green were be(ginning to show.
The air was yet damp and chili lu the
early rnorniugs andi at dusk, but a',
mid-day, wben the son was high, there
was a langorous softnes lin the
breeze that carne puflsating out ot
the south, breathlng Its promise ot
warm sunshIne andi sumainer days tu
corne, 1t bore also a subtle fragrance,
elusive, yet pungexînt andi penetrating.
thitn mngliýng (>dours of damp earth aud
spIroting grsethe fresh, elean
siiàl of wvillow bis and spruce
neEýdies and bursLiffg sap). Thore was
a witchiery abouit thiis blaiLd air and
dolicate arurna ot tihe springtimie; Il
stirreti the blondi to rvstltess Impulses
andi vague, indefinable longings.

Thle turest woi-li was fuli ot te
sighls andi sounids of returning lite.
Hithor andi thithier amnoug the dry
grass clumps and the underbrush
scurritil th<e semali, furtive kindrods,
Ilke 4h.e dainty, whIte-tootend wood-
mice andi the Ilttie, sitriped( chip-
nuniks, reveling lui the geial spring
usiatinlie or d1odglng fate lni the shape

of seoý bloodtitirqty mnkl or weasei.
lIn th. uppelr worMd of the tree-tops
birds flitteti, and linimeiiirablle r(41
sqirre. frisket(I abouit and chattered
voiubly Iuoac otheir about the a!-
taira of aqirreldornii. liere anrd theore
a few fe.hrdwrlrthe ativancre
gujard utf th approaching hos rrn
the sutith, were munig upj for thoir
8pring xmating siings. At tntervail,
trorn the ene willw ttilekts down
by tîxe latke mnid frorn tho tbick,
svrtrbby patrheos on tho luland, came1
thw mei4asairet drurnming ot thef part-
rldge, Tho birch and poplar groves,,
were popuflous withi flockls of no1lsy,
blatcl-flaini)g crows that sqlhocked Ille
pleasant air wititmh dx outhurstsq
of raucous chorour as thr ' arguedA
oveir theatvnas andi detecta of
possible nesting places. Andi wh6en,
at jAetio carne a temporary luil
Iu ail these varied sounde, oe was
vaguely ounacloa1s o! a taInt, mysiteri-
oAis whlap(ering lIn the air-a sulidueti
ruqtIUng, as of untoldig leave, and
buds, and growilng thinge tlruqtlulg
upward throagh thie saItu irmt,
faîxit stirring4 of te wlldernesq, awak-
enting trom Ils long wlnter sleep.

w H EN ther qnow had gono It hati
Vlgene qutckly andi w1tit Its go.,

Ing hati corne days of raln, ti11
aIl te dun-coloured landi waa ruhq
andi sodden with ineisture. The num-
oreus Uttie ponds and 8 sk>uglis, unable
te aoommodate te unwoutod Influx
ot wa-ter, gradually gpreadi out aud
floodeti the lew-Iyixig moadows, trans-
tormlng thein. Into wide..reacbing,
grasey lakes. And Conjuring Creek,
Iu thte aummertime bunt a tiny brook-
lot, was now a wide, yellow-brown
Ilooti, swlrllng andi toaming over Its
obstruotl-ng snags and boulders as It
bore lis burtisu of raIu andi anow
water down to te placiti bosorn of
the lako. Where It ran titrongh te
-woodland lis swif t carrent stealthly
undermaîne t he overhauging banits
anti wash.d anti gurgled muslcally
about thi. Tonte ut te willows anti
saskato<, fbashes that linoti t shores.

Qne pleasaut mornIng, aftr thxe rain
wês over, andthe Li.un, struggling
titrougit the thlnnlng elouds, was b.-
ginDtng ta moderato te chIll tiamp-
neasýý of the air, 4h. waters of the
creek were quddexily ailve with a host
Of snalqnmouthed-suoker-blg, coarse-
scaleti flsh-that came througlng in
trom te ýlake. In Soutless shoals
4iiey camne, swbamjlxlg eteadily up
agaluast the carrent, urgeti un by a
'blind Impuit4e to see< thir spawning
'boe. Tiioy penetrateti far Inlanti, tu.
tO the UItle pends and i eougits, tuto
te wlde, red-.oho.ked marsh,, ent
lntO Vhe gras8-growu expanse, ot the.
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tloodeti meatiows. it was au almost
unprecedenteti run. Su thickîy at
trnes titi titey titrong te creek that
some ut their nambers, oither crip-
pied or weaker than their tellows,
wore torceti outIinto te shallows,
where the>' floppeti about anti gasped
for a tirne anti iluaiiy Vurueti belIy-up
arnung the greentng grasses, titere ta
awalt tire conang ot soin. scavenger
ut te vilti.

Ou te flauksand lu te rear o!
these jourueying hasts, sud miugling
arnong thera lu savage curnpaulousip,
came ecores of itungry lackflsh sud
pîke, gorgiug themsolves apon the
easy pro>'. But te> were nuL lte
ouly eneuxies that Vte travellers itat
tu contonti with. Alrnost aIl et the
furreti sud feathereti huutlng kindrotis
kuew about this annual migration of
the suekiers anti 'vre not slow lu, take
ativa-utage ot whaît they consîdereti a
speelal tilspensatlon of Nature ln their
be-haIt. Here and thore, white Vthe
,creek rau tbrough te open meadowis,
a filh hawk hovereti anti -wieeîeti
above the ambejýr flood, auddtenly tirop-
ping with a mlighty splasit Into t.he
vafïer, to risn agaîn ou ha'aviiy beat-
tng wiugs, clulc-hing In hlm talons a
qatirrnng. st-ragglng victim thaï:
flashevd sllver-brlght lu the sunlight.
lu almuest any ut the siteltereti nooks
alonig tite sitar, thte snaky, dark
tom et a mink milit be seen takIng
easy toit trum the passlng bordes.
Clamrnuurousl y cawIng crowm Infestiet
teý neart> treesý or patrollei Up sud

tiowu the ope.n sitores, on te loukout
for strandti fisti or the remuants o!
Mcorne othier forager's meai. Anti la
Lih. cool o! the morniug a big lynx
hati corne tiown Vo te briuk, anti
scooplng out several et the ftny wan-
dorera; 'itit bis huge pawe, itat bau-
quetted royaîîy uipon te unaccus-
tonied fare.

T HEFRE 'vere others, ton, bitien b>'
Nature tu thte toast, that bati not
yet arriveti. Dawu a narruw,

autn4feck4ed pn.thiway titat led towarti
the eroek, carne lur<ihing a great,
black, slxaggy-lialreti bulk, omiîneus
aud terrlfyiuig. The big hear was evi-
denti>' lu a iiurry, bat buge anti awk-
'vard lookiugc Ihougit he was, ho
vlîppeti êlong uniong te Vrees
as nioiseleesîy as a ehadow on the
-bruati, soft patis et hls t.Lt. He 'vas
an elti male, rank anti rusty coatei,
anti Isu wlVh, the. terrible leannes
that coines et prolongeti famine. Mae
shaggy bide clung closel>' about lmt
rii,. sud hie backbone aleoti out lu a
'veil defineti ritige, alung whiict te
coarse bair 'vas thlualng away. Anti
ho titi net look par icula!l> s'vOet
tomperet.

Lureti b> the blaudîsinta Of a
prolungeti but premature thaw, lue itad
craw15ti eut et hlm tien sorne week(A
earlier and bati foundth Ve worlti a
cold. i, nJospltable place. For scame1Y
hati bo emergeti when te trost
grîppeti the landi again, sud ouI t Lte
norti came a bowling sterin ot sheet
anti enow, the IasV gust>' breatit ot
'vinter. Iu the~ bitter colt titat fol-
lowed for a lime lue wandereti sun-
lesely up anti town te pallîti ales
o! the forest, tiorce hunger gnawlng
at lite vitale anti naught Vo satisty IL.
For rabbit Vs oee tow aud ta-r betweeu
anti the succulent young rot anti
tubera titat vere lt usual sprlng 4eV
'vere bhardti o corne at, belng oblaîn-
able only lu thte most siieltered spots
atter tIiggtng tiown thraugh the deep
snow. Hai l noV been for hits dis-
cover>' et an extensive Patch et last
year's bluebermies lu the heart ut the
s'vamp, thIngs 'voulti have gone bard
'vith hlm Intieed. But ruots anti dritet
'berries 'vere net te kInti et food toi
appse hie ravenous bun-ger or put
ue'v lite, InVo tal glaut £rame. It was
flesit ho craveti-warm, reti-bloodeti
anti satltylag. Anti botter even than
fleelu b. lovei fiait, tresit andi fi rm
the lS0 cool waters et sprlng.

That mornIag, -whlle he wua pokinig
about ln the gleonvy tieptit of a tant-
arac awaimp, oearctdng for early fun-
goids, te message hati corne tc, hlm

that nowx the sackers were running ln
Coniuring Creek. Abaudoning hits
frultless quest, hie 105V nu turne iu an-
sw.rlng the. cati. He set off thTrougit
the woods at a lurclîing trot, swlnging
bis great iteati trora side Vo, side as ho
weint. At thte edge ut eacit open
space h. would ihall for au Instant and
test tbe air with tound snlffiugs, thon
plunge on straighit aheati, appa.rentîy
heedless ot who might ses or hear.
Andi as bc went, the lesser creatures
ot the wiîd, whether the hunteti or thte
hunting, drew asitie dlscreetly Into
the underbrush tu l.t hlm pass. For
was h. neot the Master ot the Furest?

It chanceti tliat tho path be took
led hlm close by a littIe celearing that
lay about the rude log buildings ot a
backweods farm. WhIle ho was yet
sorne llttle distance away thiere carne
Vo his ears 4the manifoldi sountis ot
te farmyari, the intermittent cack-

Iing of fowls anti the frettai squealing
et pige, punotuateti now and thon by
the strident sereamning of geese or-
the sott lowing ot a cow mothering
her new-oborn calf. Camne also on tho
taint breeze mauy mlngiing odeurs,
soins of thora menacing andi repellant,
others rich andi entlcing, tantalizing
to hie farnishei appetite. When lie
carne Vo the reagit snake fonce tha.
barreti out the eucroachItng torest, his
followed along Il for a ulttle ways
where the brust was thicek, stepping
oooasionall}y tu poer wisttully between
the bars. But flnaliy h.e taruet away
anti resolittely resamed i s interruptei
quest. NoV for hlm, except as a Iast
resort, was Lte perilous expedient ut
robbing te fariner.

As -ho drew near Vo the creek the.
taint aroina et fth etole Up Vo greet
hlm ant ihe, bruike into a shambling,
Ioisie-lotuited gallop. An eagor Iigght
carne Into his Ilttle, plg-Iike eyes, sud
lis groat chope siaverei ln anticipa-
tion. Bat when h.e reacliet the otige
ut the gentie slope that led clown to
the water lie saw sornethlng that
causeti hlm Vo hiait abraptly anti draw
back Into the sitier of the bushos.

1-ie lutend-et flishlng Place was ai-
ready occupioti. Peroitet ou the endi
ut au oid log that juttoti out Into te
streain, a young lad froin the tarin-
bouse wae busily engageti lu spearing
sackers. Nover dreaming t-hat any
danger xulgitt menace lIn a neighbour-
hooti so close La the tarmayard, lie pliti
his spear dllgentiy as thte teenuiiig
sheals went by, anti hie task being
-an easy one, he already had a goodly
pile of the flnny quarry lylug be-iinti
hlmt on lte bank. Standing guard
ovor lhe spolIe, a Yellew hairei, co<Žk
eared pup ut uncertaJln breeti wa"
watcding the proceedings witit îîveîy
Interest.

ORDINAR4Y the bear would have
sllpped away wlthout betrayînp
his prea-ence sud gone tu hie

Ilsinlg at smre ether point, for ite
was; not by nature a trouble hanter.
Indeeti, whieu welI ted anti Indolent,
he was a bit of a coward at heart au'
preterredti o tollow the Une uftolast
resistance, especlily lu its oncouniters
wlLh man. Bu*t now, with the foyer
ut famine In lt velus, ho 'vas lu a de-
cldetily ugly temper anti Iu no mooti
ta brook any Interference lu the lin-
modiate satistyiug ut hiesitunger. HIie
drawing back Into, the bushes bati beeu
but the momentary Impulse ot his
habituai caution. Now, as he survoyeti
thte elight figure belew hlm titat stooti
between hlm anti hits prospective meal,
sometblug suappe In luies brain and
hua lttle eyes went reti 'itit rage.

Instinct warued hlm that man was a
dangerous cresatare Vo, metidle wlth,
but nuw, as lits wratit sweiied rapidly,
instinct wam torgotten. He. saw ciniy
tal titi partIcular man-crreaturo was

ver>' email anti untormldabe-uebolug,
anti moreoyer, -ho 'as poacing on
what hoe considereti bis uwu private,
preserves. Nie decideti tat ho 'veulti
give batl toi te presuimptuolle
stranger-that lie would annVhilaete
hlm. WItii a sudtien, ecougbtng grunt,
lue burst tiirougit te thi ecreen etf
te busiies sud chargeti dowu tiie

-s-ope.
The. yellowe itaireti mongrel 'vas tiie


