
CANADIAN COURIER

That tht vailey and adjacent lands were in
ancient days occupied by a numerous and barbaric
-nat savage-race, there can be no doubt. Scat-
tered aver the face of the country are the remains
af a people who have long ago disappeared. Many
of tht ruins are of great extent, covering whoie table
lands, and are crumbiing away in groups or in
single isolation. Unfortunately, no documents are
known ta exist ta record tht traditions of tht ancient
people before the Spanîsh missionary fatiiers first'
began the civilisation of tht tribes 400 years ago.
When the early Jesuit missionaries were called home
tht archives and everything belonging ta, tht mis-
sions were carried away or destroytd. It is, how-
ever, possible that a search through the libraries
of tht Jesuit and Franciscan manasteries in France

and Spain may yet reward the historian with some
valuabie finds.

From an examination of tht sites and tht ruins,
scattered here and there in tht Sonora Valley, I
arn satisfitd that the ancient dwellers wtre a seden-
tary and agricultural people; that they were of tht
same race as tht Moki and suffered tht same fate
as that picturesque trihe. and from the unsparing
hand of tht same merciiess destroyers, tht Apache-
Yaquis. Long before tht time of Cortez the cvii
fame of tht unconquerable Yaquis had settled
around tht throne of tht Montezumas. There is
a tradition that after tht Spanish chief had stormed
the City of Mexico and made a prisoner of the Aztec
ruler, Montezuma said to him: "Y1ou may take
possession of ail my empire and subdue ail its

tribes-but, tht Yaqui, neyer." To-day tht Sonora
Valley is wtt with tht blood of slaughtered settiers.
Formerly these fierce men confined their depreda-
tions ta tht Sonora Valley and tht Yaqui River
regions, but tht members of tht tribe are now scat-
tred overnorthern and central Sonora; tht fighters,
however, live in tht Bacatete Mountains and parts
of the Sierras. One-haif of them are partially
civilised and are peaceable, tht other haîf continue
ta wage a gutrilla war in tht mauntainous regions.
These mountaineers are men of toughencd fibre, of
great endurance and inurtd ta tht extremes of heat,
cold and hunger. They have no fear of anything
or anybody, except tht spirits of evil, which bring
disease and calamities upon them, and tht "sha-
mans," or medicine men, who act as infernal media-
tors betwcen these dem'ons and their victims.'

The'Stqg*rggle of the Middle Classes
By NIORMAN H A RRI1S

The Plight of the Middle Class Man :-His
weekly saar, fixed by precedent, unaccelerated
by Union methods, has increased at a snail's pace,
while taxes, rentais and prices of food necessi-
ties have jumped ta ' ail that the traffic can bear'
proportions.

BY common consent the problem of the Toiler
and the trials of the Millionaire concern tht13 majority of those that make up thîs nation
-but how about the Middle Class ?

The term nmiddle class is taken to include every
social unit between the grade of Union Man and
Money Plutocrat, and -the fact seerns ta be that
while Labour as a going concerns is paying dîvidends,
and while the millionaire is doing nicely, that the
great Middle Class is hard up against it, in the
struggle for existence. Yet this struggle is pot
noted by welfare workers, pictured in newspapers,
nor written about in magazines. It is a long, silent,
unequai fight from which middle class battalions are
ernerging, changed. Let the conflict continue, and
the middle of the sandwich will be marlced by greater
warps in its structure, characteristics, ideals.

The middle class mani still thinks of the union
man as a probiem, which it befits hiin ta help salve,
whereas the fact is that the union mian, through his
union, has bettered his wages in the last f ew years
from fifty to two hundred per cent., while the
middle class man finds hîmatîf in the grip of metro-
politan prices for everything, and with bis scale of
recompense advancing at the pace of the traditional
snail. Tht union man is niaking more money, in
fewer hours, than he ever did before, because his
union has carried his banner, while the middle class
man seenis ta have become the centre of a joint
canspiracy ta raise the price cof everything on him,
save and except that of his salary.

The middlec lass man is unchampioned by any
union, so that the hundred different scales of wages
nniri zi2rrnito- fn ftA ý; f-1 -4, -rl1 A-

>salary was almost as great. Instead of that, how-
ever, this slightly increascd weekly wage is met in
tht first place by a greater property tax than lie
ever before paid. Then the tax for local improve-
mnents takes another slice out of it, and an era of
inflated food pricts now -approaching tht limit of
"Iail tht traffic will bear" creates for tht middle
class man tht prabiemn that he is, unaided, figliting
ta solve.

How will lie do it?
In tither of two ways. Ht may batter prices

down, or hc may boost his wages up. But to effect
tither of these desiderata lie will have ta show tht
nation that tht great element knawn as Public
Opinion has a voice, and is not nierely a negative
element that everyone takes for granted exists, and
that no one has ever seen as a working force. Tht
middle class man xnight take a leaf fram tht book
of tht machine man, and f orm himself into a niumber
of unions, but every insýtinct he lias acquired seems
sa far ta be again3t it, for the reason that tht
middle clasa heretofore has been only a poor imita-
tion of tht class that lias money and leisure.

It rnay bie impracticable for a number of reasons
that ont can deduce on theory, and that miglit be
aqgmented in practice, for middle class workers to
create unions representing directly evtry shade of
classified effort that keeps aur business liumming,
and if sa some other method must lie turned ta for
relief. And the meclianisma must lie tht product of
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his awn inventive skill, because no ont but himself
cares.

It may lie that tht stress of struggle for an un-
impaired existence that lias, already scarred Middle
class pliysiognomy, will result in furtlier upheavals
in middle class conceptions and ideals, with tht
result that wliat was once abliorred May, as a means
ta an end, be embractd.

Almast every ýtheory, iargely founded on tradi-
tion, that was lield hy mniddle class people with
relation ta what constituted for themn a "respectable"
occupation, has been uprooted by tht stern fact that
tht incarne the liead of tht htiust made years aga,
is ta-day totally inadequate ta keep things running.

Sa young men, who used ta think they liad ta
go into a bank, are to-day in this city running saap-
powder plants, or any other form af commercial
industry that will net them a goad living. Young
women, a few years ago of tht leisure class, have
ta-day taken up in real earnest business pursuits
formerly cansidered in'fra dig for them ta think of
being connected witli. They are running laundries,
baarding-houses, restaurants, luncheon places, chick-
en farms, squab farms, and they are stenograpliers,
insurance writtrs, fruit grawers, pickle makers-
worktrs in a hundred different fields.

But those that thus desert tht ranks, while they
may satisfactorily salve their own problem, are
leaving tht main body ta work out its own salva-
,ion. B y what means?
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