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IWAM"
Used by every up-to-date business man.
Because it writes casier, is more com-
fortable, simplet, speedier and more
reiable than atny other on the
market. Does net îeair. Ab-
solutely guaranteed.
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F'GETW ONENOW
OIRIGHT NOW
Don't wait and waste time. Just

try one-- buy one -and you will never
to, be without one.

THE PEN WITH THE DUPLEX FEED

EREL1ABILITY
SIMPLICITY

Prices
from
$250 up

FROM STATIONERS AND JEWELLERS

Catalogue% andifuir pariculars free

Mabie, Todd & Co., 124 York St., Toronto
Hleadqmlarters-LON DON, Eng.

I
pagn e from the London repvesentative
ot Camelot Freres, and wais refused un-
les e paid the money down.*

"Quite right; and then when you were
talking to Hopper you saw that ca.se of
champagne delivered. Excellent, excellent,
Monsieur Valmont., But will a muan

t-a, think you, to supply himself 'vith
even 80 deliejous a wine as this we lhave
been tasting-and, 4y the way. forgive i

my negleet. Allow me to MIl your glase,
Monsieur Valmont.",

"Not another drop, if you will excuse
me, Mr. Dacre."

"6Ah, yes, champagne should flot biemixed with evidence. When we have
finished, perliaps. What further proof
have you ?"

"I have proof that Mr. Dacre was
threatened with bankruptey if on tte~
twenty-fourth he did not pay a bill of,,
seventy-eight pounds that had been long,
outstanding. I have proof that this was-
paid. not on the twenty-fourth, but on
the twcnty-sixth. -Ar. Dacre had gone
"o the solicitor and liad assured him lie
would have the money on that date,
whercupon lie was given two days'
grace."

"Ah. well. hle vas entitled to tliree,
you know,. in law. Yes, there, Monsieur
Valmont, you toucli the fatal point. 'The
tlireat of bankruptey will drive a man in~
Dacre's position to almost any crime.
Bankruptcy to a barrister spelis ruin.
It means a career hlightcd; it means a
life buried with littie chance of resur-
reetion. 1 sec you grasp the suprcmc
importance of that bit of evidence. The
case of champagne is as nothing coin-

'lAho! In the direction of a mani, of
course 1

"'Certainly."
"Who je lie?"'
'qWill you pardon me if I decline to

answcr you at the present moment ?"
"That means that you are not sure?"
l'It may meant, Mr Dacre, that Iam

cmploved by Mr. Gibbes, and do flot feet
at liberty to disclose to another the re-
suite of my quest witbout bis permis-
sion.e

"But Mr. Bentham Giblies and 1 are
eintirely at one in this matter. Perbaps
you are aware that 1 am the only per-
son ivith .whom lic discussed the case
besides yourself."

"'That is undoubtedly truc, Mr. Dacre;
still, you sec the difficlty of My posi-
tion."

'Tes. I do, and se shall not press you
further. But 1 also have been interest-
ing mysef-in a purely amateurish way,
of course,.l'on would, perhaps, have no(
disinclination to learn whetber my de-
ductions agree with youirs."

"Net in the least. 1. should bc very
glad to know the conclusion at whicî
you have arrived. May I ask if you
suspect anyone iii particular?"

"'Yes. I do."
"Will you name him ?"
"No 1 shall copythe admirable reti-

cence yen yourself have shown. And
now let lis attack this mystery in a sane
and htîsiness-like manner. You have al-
ready examined the room. Well, here
is a rough sketch of it. There is the
table; in this corncr the chair on which
the coat was flung. Here esat Gilbes at
the head of the table. Those on the
Ieft-hand side hail their backs to the
chair. 1, being in the centre to the
riglit, saw the chair, the coat, and the
notes, and called attention to them.
Now, our tirst duty le to flnd a motive.
If it were a murder, our motive mighit
be hatred, revenge, robbery, what you
like. As it is simply the stealing of
money, the ma.n must have been either
a born thief Or cise somci hitiierto inno-
cent person pressed to the crime by
great neeessity. Do you agree witb me,
Nionsieur Valmont. !"

"Perfectly. You follow exactly the
Une of my own reasoning."

"Verv well. It is unlikelv that a
borntû lief was one of Mr. Gîbt;es' guests.
'lerefore we are reduced to look for a
inan tinder the spur of necessity - a man
who has no money of hie own, but wvho
muet raise a certain amnount, let us say
by a certain date ; if we eau find sncb a
man in that company, do you not agree
with me that hle likely to bce the
thief?!"

"Tes. I do."
"Thien let us start our process of

elimination. Out goes Viscount Stern.
a man with 20,000 aereeibf land, and no
one knows what income. I mark off lte
naine of Lord Templemere, one of bier
Mlajesty's judges, entirely above sus-
picion. Next Sir John Sanclere: lie, also,
is rich, but Vincent Innes is still richer,
so the pencil obliterates lis namne. Nowv
we have Angus MeReller, ait author of
some note, as voit are w~ell aware, de-
riving a good inecome f ront his books and
a hetter one froin bis phys; a ranny
Scot, so wve îay roi> bis name from Our
paper and ou r nîemory. IIow do îny
erastires correspond with yoiirs, Mon-
sieur Valmont ?"

'iiv eorn 'spoiid e'xact1y, M~r Iar.
"I nqni flattered to lîe:îr h. 'l'ere re-

inmins oîne naine untouehled mr. ýionjel
1aere. the descendant, as 1 av said, of
rolblers.-"

"I' have iîot sai(l so. N4. I)aere"1
"iAI>! mv' dear )lalîîîont, tlîe politcnel.s,

of' Nou<tr coinitry asseris itsoif. Let 11.
'lot l'e deltîid'd1. but folloî% Oîur iflquirv
îshîlereýver it leads. 1 suspeî't Lionvl
.)acre. What (Io> voit knnwoý of blis liii

<'unstanus efore thle diimuer ?'
As 1 malle ilinrejîl lie lookvd tl) :o i

îvith bis frank, ln fave illiiil i vý
a ininxing 'Ifîile'

stanes ?' lie wnIvd.
"It grîe%- 11i letui

Mur, ionetlia, !-.ni'

uight of t0eiiî !îm,,q- i .~ci

i lîird.'

iuîOîît' n't .i i. 'I

baîd Ot.O' .

Pl i s,,is
-1 kî' ..

pared with it, and tlîis rcminds me that
ln the crisis 1 shall take another sip.
with yotir permission. Sure you won't
join mee

"Not at this juncture, Mr. Dacre."

"'I envy your moderatioui. Hcre's to
the success of our scarcli, Monsieur Va]-
mont."

1 felt sorry for the gay young fcllow
as with sînhling face lie drank the cham-
pagne.

"Now'. Monsieiur,,ý lie wcnt on. "I arn
amazed to leare n hw nueli you have
foiiind ouît. RcalIv, I think tradespeople,
solicitors and aIl suich should keep bet-
ter gîtant on tîteir tongues tlîan they
do. Nevertheless, these documents I
have at fliy ellîow, and which I1 expected
would suirprise N'eu, are mercly the let-
fers and reeeipts. Ilere is the letter
from the solicitor tlireaitening me witli
l)tîikrtpt<-v: liere is bis receipt dated
thie twvelt.ý'-sjxtll hieje is the refusal of
thle winc niercliant, anîd livre is hie re- -
eeîýpt for theic nov.flJeî-e are sinaller
buis iqi.idated. WVitIî mx pencil we will
aîld i lieni tip. S(eeîtv-e iglit pjmundsbtiks ai-o. 'e nd1 tle sinaller items,
aiid it totals iiiieî ,v flrce potinds, seveli
-liillin-s and tinliisc. Let, us now
<Naînnin 11111 pii5-s. liere is a five pouind
itoteztlin is a iii ited sovcrcign. Ilere
s t~ tteand i ipin iiislver; liere is

i iJ'îîn -< 1 -s Now the purse is
<iip y i-t n-' :îlîl this to the amoint
'i 1< i ~~-Do>1 ntv eycs deceive rmc,

ori i, t~hv totil <\iCtîv a hundred
t 1i. , Itlie stolen monev a

1 sait'" li

i h x11- - 1k i iîniî iand laitghed
(cal i iaî!iî-,-, îinîî1Iliad yet

Under the influence of the black coffe1
reasoned it out.

les
tic
in

el~
oubit
ho

trt
UT
N4
thE
anm
tri'

se

mia
nol
unu
bi]
lng
mij

jId

tho

me

li

toi
ut

Ma

mia

ito

maf
and
tri

fec7

t.

pad

texq

tat

gl

witl

I f

1 
11

ilî

reli
I Shi

twou
%'1'

ansk

tad

myt

"Tb

bis c
asn1


