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England’s most successful censors stud-
ied puzzles and riddles in ‘her girlhood.
She became " so “interested that she
studied codes. When the war broke out
she applied for a position-in the censor’s
office and has proven herself very effi-

cient in” discovering important plots,
Our leisure hours successfully used
may determine our future calling. Cul-
ture in its broadest sense is the result
of keen readiness to see, just as charity
is the result of keen readiness to under-
stand. Keen wide-awakeness leads to
education. An education may be had by
any girl in any walk of life if she is
willing to work for it. Strive always to
agsociate with those who inspire’ you. . I
always - watch .with keen interest the
girls who choose books fromymy library.
A girl is helped into a higher sphere of
life if ‘she associates with fine books. '
' ‘The highest culture puts one in touch
with big: sympathies and many subjects
—love of books, love of ‘art, poetry, love
of Nature and love of humanity, all lead
one ‘into a bigger broader - life. Keep
notebooks. A deep love of beauty is a
great beginning in a girl’s education.

A Request

Will the woman who wrote me. the
beautiful letter. enclosing pictures of her
children kindly send me her address? I
want to write to her personally. Let-
ters are very.much appreciated by the
contributor of this department, and any
time ‘a letter is received from a girl
troubled with a personal problem it will
be given prompt attention.—P.R.H.

Royal Bank Establishes a Series of New
ST Records- '

The annual statement of the Royal
Bank of Canada for the fiscal year end-
ing November 30th, 1917, is the most
convincing exhibit ever issued of the
almost amazing progress the Bank. has
made during the past few years.

The advantage to Canada of, having
large and strong banking institutions
has - frequently been commented upon
in the principal outside financial cen-
tres, more espetially since the Domin-
ion has been thrown on her own finan-
cial resources due to war conditions.

Assets have increased at the rate of
$7,000,000 & month; Deposts at rate
of over $4,500,000 a .month; Reserve
Fund ‘stands at $14,000,000, against paid
up capital of $12,911,000. Bank co-oper-
ates in large government financing.

Under ordinary -circumstances, bank
statements have little of interest to the
general public. It is just the opposite
to-day and the various accounts of our
leading banks are being closely seruti-
nized, not only throughout Canada, but
to a still greater extent in the principal
financial centres of the world, where it is
necessary that bankers should have a
thorough knowledge of how the country
is working out its principal financial
war problems.

A glance at the general statement of
the Royal Bank would seem to.indicate
that it has enjoyed onme of the most
remarkable periods of expansion ever
reported by a Canadian financial insti-
tution. This follows partly because of
the absorption made of the Quebec Bank,
but to a very much larger extent it is
undoubtedly due to the organization and
important connections which it has

effected in every part of the Dominion.

Following on the ,almost incredible
‘success of the recent Victory Loan, a
statement such as is being sent by the
Royal to its shareholders is bound to
lend a great measure of confidence, not
only in the Bank itself, but more especi-
ally as regards the- outlook of the
Dominion in attending to her own
affairs,

A Doubtful Compliment

The politeness of the Japanese is pro-
verbial. At a social occasion in Wash-
ington a young woman happened to say
to an attache of the Japanese embassy:

“In your country you compress the
women’s feet, do you not?”

“No, madam,” responded the Japan-
ese. “That is, or rather was, a Chinese
custom. Tn Japan we allow our ladies’
feet to grow to their full size.”

And then, after a bow, he added in the
politest of tones:

“Not that they could ever hope to rival
Yours, madam.” -

[3
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A Money Cut and Heartsease
By Charles Dorian

HE ' splentic management
shot a bolt at General Super-
intendent Squares that made
him sit up and take particular

: king notice. des was ? job buil(ti;

on ta notice, and it sort of staggere

him to think that the management
could be dissatisfied with the least detail
of his organization. Indeed, it was only

a short week before that he had been

complimented on having controlled

twelve hundred miles of railroad during
the grain rush without a single
serious mishap. That was a record on
the Huron District of the Canada Pro-

vincial. r

. He read the letter twice and then tossed

1t over to his secretary.

*Acknowledge receipt and say I'll do it
if T have to close up Ea.lf the stations on
the line.”

It was his way of doing things—given
an order he carried it out without protest.
So far he had been able to keep the respect
of all who worked for him and the friend-
ship of not a few of them. His secretary
hats) a great affection for the steel-eyed
boss—which is saying a heap. If no man
is great to his valet, no boss is great to
fis secretary.

Young Gilpin - McAlpin scanned the
letter, with - 'a serious glance and then
dashed off the reply. His nimble fingers

rformed magic scales on the typewriter
or upwards of an' hour, turning ‘out sheaf
after sheaf of letters, while the General
Sug:asrintendent sat in the observation end
of his private car watching the road and
pondering that trenchant missive.

Gilpin got off at Peridot to file a mes-
sage. Peridot was a jewél set in a golden
valley.- It took its name from the pale
green river which circled around it. It
was in a richly productive agrarian section
and flowers abounded in great variety.

The railway premises there were the
gem of the district. The velvety green
Iawns and the prolific beds of flowers won
the keenest admiration of residents and
travellers alike. Just now the hyacinths,
tulips and daffodils were in" full *blaze,
while the green perennials showed hearty
signs of early "development.

“It’s just a darling spot here, * remarked
a young ladK whose face vied with the
freshness of the blooms she extolled, whose
teeth gleamed as the snowy tulips and
whose eyes sparkled as the blue hyacinths
with ‘the dew still on them.

“Yes, isn’t it?”” acknowledged Gilpin,

/9

with his“best smile, pausing to admire it
" with her.
“Oh, I beg your pardon,” she apologized.
“I thought you were my brother—he must
have gone back on the train.”

“Come on Bec,” called a clarion voice
from the sleeper. ‘““Train’s starting.”
“There’s five minutes yet,” - corrected

Gilpin, addressing, the girl," and passed on
to the telegraph office.

- Coming back he covertly sécured one of
the healthiest hyacinths growing there
and handed it to the girl.

“Come Bec, quick,” palled her brother
again. ~ “It’s starting now, sure.”

Gilpin heard the conductor roar his .

“Bo-oard!” and yet the girl remained.
The train had actually started before she
became.alive to realities, and was about
to run for the car.’
_ “This way,” directed Gilpin; " ‘“get
quard'heredarild you can walk throu'%E"
e-accepted the suggestion accusing her-
self of crass stupidity.

Squares recognized her as the daughter
of one of the *biggest shippers over - his
line at North (%uay his headquarters.
He proffered his hand.

“I know your father, Miss Lynd,” he
bowed. “Sit in this chair until we come
to a stop. Then you can go to your car
with greater ease.” -

“My brother,” she started to object,

BUY NO

Pianos

Will Be Much

- Dearer Later On

Every. condition. forecasts a severe shortage of pianos in the immediate future. .- Most factories

suffering from war and labor

scription. Skilled piano workers are bein
cannot be filled. That simply means few
. You will effect tremendous savings by o

TERMS TO
SUIT

Part cash payment accepted now and
the balance in Fall payments—or
quarterly or half-yearly terms - ar-
- ranged to suit.

Brand New

- Pianos
At the Old Prices

We are confident that several in-
creases in price will\pe announced by
different factories very shortly. Let
us send you illustrated catdlogue
giving full particulars regarding pres-
ent prices and terms.

Canada ..........ocvvvvennnnnnnn. $325.00
DONEY: wensss 5,5 sommmadss i1 5006 $350.00
Liesage uuvcoovisssss somamesssssns $350.00
Winnipeg Piano Co. ..........(...$365.00
Sherlock-Manning ................ $375.00
Bell ..oicmmammne seones summmmets s 3 $375.00
Haines .:cospmmmmnssgsisonmmmesae $425.00
Cecilian ......................... $450.90
Nordheimer ..................... $475.00
Gerhard Heintzman .............. $475.00
Chickering . ;. s oummnss o s 55 wamwn s +$650.00
SLelBWEY oo cvcnmmins o s s swmmme $725.00

conditions are

already behind in

TWO VERY SPECIAL:
VALUES

$375

CANADA PLAYER

$590

12 music rolls and combination player
and piano bench free. Customers may
exchange rolls at any time on paying
10 cents each.

their ‘deliveriés—and “now_ con- '

g drafted into the army afid their places:in the factory
er pianos—if any—andthose *at‘much higher" prices.
rdering your piano now. » o "

g’hvkE EA§E  ¥
~ FREIGHT__

Not only that but we guarantee safe
delivery of your piano to-your near---
est station. )

BARGAINS
‘in Slightly Used -

®
Pianos
Each one thoroughly overhauled And‘."

guaranteed to be in good condition—
big reductions on well-k;:own makes.

SCHAEFFER .... . $228°
HERBERT........$245

GENUINE NEW

" YORK WEBER .$265
DOHERTY........$286
BELL.............$326

GERHARD
HEINTZMAN. ..$350

Other styles at different prices.

we are confident that several increases in price will be announced
Let us send you illustrated cata-
logue, giving full particulars regarding present prices and terms.

NPT AR T

DIRECT FACTORY REPRESENTATIVES

by different factories very

SHERLOCK - MANNING,

3]

shortly.

333
PORTARE VE.,
WINNDES,

USOThisQ//

Coupon

M 5
/ WINEN'I'gtE'G
y PIANO CO.
/ 333 Portage Ave,

/ Winnipeg
Kindly forward me cata-
/ logue and particulars

regarding...... % § Siilmaeiereie’s 4
/ € (Name of Piano)

Advertised at §........ in The
/ Western Home Monthly.

STEINWAY, GERHARD HEINTZMAN, NORDHEIMER, CHICKERING, HAINES, BELL, /
b DOHERTY, CANADA AND LESAGE - PIANOS. / Name. ..ot iiiiiint i rentenennsensnnns
EDISON, COLUMBIA, EUPHONOLIAN AND PHONOLA PHONOGRAPHS.
“"Address
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