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TheÓCýlonies jùstly cnnplaied thatund tiià t w hí as pb>ishedin a
Colony bad no copyright in the Uiiited Kingdom, or h any other Coiony but this
grievance has been removed by tlië At of 1886 - 'wirk publishèd'iñ u :Côlon#ùow
enjoys precisely the same protection as one first published in the United Kingdom.

III.-Canadian Copyright as it eansts at present.

It was a common complaint of the Colonies, especially of Canada, that, owing to the
operation;of the Imperial Copyright Act, they>were unable to obtain a sulficient supply
of. English literature. -In order to remove this ground of complaint the Foreign
Reprints.Act was passed, and under its provisions Canada has been allowed to.import
pirated copies of:English workson the undertaking that a duty of 12- per cent. should
be.collected by the Colony upon all such copies for the benefit of the author.

ýAs a matter of. fact, the duty has not been collectedn.or has anyserious attempt been
made by Canada to cmply with the undertaking.> .

In%1875 an. Act was passed in Canada giving Copyright to foreign authors upon
conditions "of theirare-publishing in the Colonyý either 'simültaneously. with, or at-any
time after, publication elsewhere. This Canadian Act was expressly authorised .by an
Act of.,the Imperial;Legislature,. and therefore the Canada ;printers: and..publishers
contended that theImperial Copyright Act was repealed Iso far as Canada was con-,
cerned, and that English 'authors could only obtain Copyright in Canada upon,
complying with the conditions of the Canadian Act.

This contetionåwashowever, decisivei negatived by the Canadian Courts in the
case of Smiles v. Belford, and the position therefore at present is that English authors
are only obliged, to republish in Canada if they wish to avoid the operation of the
Foreign Reprint's t.

IV.-Canada s present Proposals

The CanadianÇopyright Act passed by Coloniai legislature ii 1889 -ut reserved
for thesanction of the _Imperial Goyernnent provides that in order .to obtain
Copy-ight in Canada .works ust be ;registered ,with the Minister of¡Agriculture
beforeor simultaneouslyIwith their first publicatipne wherever, suich ,,publication. takes
place, and must be reprinted and republished in Canada within one -monthof their
publication elsewhere, and' (2) that if. the' authordoes not compl yIth tiese condtions,
th Mïiite'hay grant licenses for thê übliatiò àf he or the i nIle 1pakyi-g a
royalty of 10 per cent. for, the benefit of the author. This Act is promoted solelyb Y,
and iù thé iiitere'st of,?tl"iï Cfadi 'n priniers ûd9 piiblisher;Mo iclaim o have e
righÈtýóatk a1 röfif ut'bf tQí Wdrks"of EIglišliithíré

The following are some of the reasons why the Act should not come into foiâè®L&
1. It is reactionary and contrary to the principle adopted by this country, after full

consideration, in consenting to the Berne Convention. It would of course deprive the
Canadian author of the benefit of that Convention.

2. It is an attempt to deprive authors of their recognized rights for the benefit of the
Cahadian printers and publishers '1f. , >

3. It is (except from -the view of the printer and publisher) entirely unnecessary.
The Calíiirdianiereadèi' is äaïmnyïljprovided"for pdte'FÔreièi Reriits Act

4. 'It~wifliivoWe the ei-éëlié fsiras Br'itisli autho'rs '-récbncerned; of 'théUnited
Stftes' Cóyrigi-i 1cé-1891d, agdýth& revivaifoöf 1 se ira iii th doùntry.

5i1Ifit should b.any; h aièie3âcc6iplish itéobjet, the actions of'Vhe Ca;dian&will
thds rëcoiPâöfitheirióômnheads.Ë'Caniida wiläa ûúdbþraeåpespitd
inth@Uite Statså,ai dt hê'last doinditionöf ÄhéCanadi&rpiiteralland pulisherst$
will b'fârõworse -thnlthéefirýi Tlië shibrtsightednasös of-the Candian@olic is almiö l
iinredible•It>Wil191nvl@ thetfl&dig ;of'ishùd othe arketsi ih'ap
répi-itigoôlegreat détridentfó'f yublish erswhohe tô jJ a fáir ricè forre:'ks
they publish. -It has been:proved over and over again that legislationais '4erëIes o
prevent the importation of these cheap Teprints.

6. Having regard to the entire failure of Canada to colleet the dutiesunderthe
ForeignRepits Actthere ls nosecurityN hatve that uthois ill receive éven the
10 per cent. -oyalty provided by the Actn
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