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;;rutcmon (\qmvalcntm tho dlifewnce of ﬁemht wonld at le'mt be rru"u”mtcod to lhom, as
cven then they only meet the foreign producer-in the home markets on cqual terms.

Thut to w system of wise and |u(l|u0u¢ protection Your Majesty's cmpite 1s indebted for
its proud attitude among the nations of the carth, and the present happy pusmon o( Your

‘ ‘\l.l}ut\' s coloniul })0\\13\101]5 is attributable mainly to the same source.

‘Whercfore, your petitioners wiost humbly pray, that Your Majesty will not s‘mctlon the
-unlompl'w-cl modifications in the Tariff on wood noods, and Your MaJec.ty 5 p(,tltmncn as
in dntv hound will ever. pl 1y.

‘ o (141 metmes.)

‘ —~—\T0. 14 —
(\u 6() o ‘ : ‘
(Jom of a DESPATCII from th(, R:n‘ht Ilonoumble ﬂ’ E. (w[a(lstone to.
(xovu‘nor hc Earl Cutheart, x.c.n.

V[) Lord “ Downing-street, 18 ‘\hy 1846.

N 0.

I 1ave to ac ]\nm\lvdn(\ thc recclpt of your Lordslnps (lvspat( h, No. 40, of Mr hccrenry‘ :

the 28th of ‘April, n.ummttmg to me a petition to Her Majesty {from certain -
- merchants and others, citizens of Qucbee, praying that Her Majesty will not
sanetion the contemplated modification: in the Tariff on wood goods.

I have luid this petition before Iler Majesty, who has been plcascd to receive
it graciously, but it has not heen'in my power to advise Her Majesty to ussent to
its prayer, for the reasons which I shall proceed to state..

Her Majesty has' invited thc Parliament to 'xdopt the propo:.d to wlnch the
petition refers,

The House of - Commons will ‘enter ’ro—nmht on the consideration of tho

‘Gladstone to
Gavernor Earl
Cutheart,

18 May 1846.‘ ‘

Customs Duties Bill, in which this propos: al is included, at the advanced stage

when the Bill is reported to the House from the Comlmttce of the whole Hmhe

immediately before the engrossment and third reading. At such a stage it

would, Ilwhevo be most unusual for the House of menons to reverse the
decision which it has given on the occasions afforded by the various carlier stages

of the Bill, and by t]u. pre eliminary Committee, which is required, with re:pe(*r"
to all questions of trade, and in which they ordinarily undergo the most scarching
examination.  Thus, HUer Majesty having recommended to Parliament o par-
‘ticular course, has hadno reason, in the l‘(‘LC])t]Oll which Par lmment hds given to‘

‘the recommendation, to adopt any alteration of it. =

. But I must not be undersiood as implying that this i is the prmcnpnl (hfﬁculty
~which obstructs a compliance with the prayer of the petitioners ; there are others,
“including some ‘of a higher order - — First, Her Majesty's Government do not

~doubt the very lxmh 1cspectab1hty of the petitioners, and would be disposed, on -

~ general grounds, to attach oreat weight to their opinions ; but Her Majesty’s
L ()ovumnent have found thochlves oblwed on a-great varicty of occasions, to
adopt and to adhere to proposals undcccptdbh. to many of the parties unmcdmtely
~affected by them, notmthstﬂndxng their belief in the high- integrity of those

parties, and their perfect freedom from any conscivusness of an interest that

~could warp the judgment ; and Her Majesty’s Gov ernment cannot but observe
~on the present occasion, that they do not tind any reason to supposc, from the

evidence before them, that the opmmn of the petitioners with respect to the

nnpuxdnw change in the timber duties, is shared by the pu)pl(, of Canada at

lurge, or by thur representatives, who,’ on the contrary appear ‘to have evinced.
‘ ﬂlur inteution to abandon reliance upon ihe artificial advantages which pro-
tective laws may ‘confer, and fo ‘place it upon the natural and permancent

guarantees affordcd by the 1'eqources of the provmce and the cnelg  of its mlnr .

b hitants.
‘Her '\’Iqesty $ Govcmmcnt muat scmouslv doubt whcthcr, if the '11100 ations
of the petition were made:

measure now under discussion should be either qualified or abandoned, inasmuch

~ as it would eertainly show that the plcccnt =\"=tem could only be (,ontmued ata

very hcavy cost to the nation.

But Iler. Majesty’s Govcnnncnr do not sharc the br'hef of thc p(.tltloners in

cood in their'whole extent, with respect to tlm dis-

“advantages entailed upon Eaﬂddd by Ler distance from' this country, by the
ddug,us of the St. Lawrence, the suspension- of its navigation during a portion
of the year, and by the inferior quality of Canadian timber, that urcumctance '
would have the cffect of producing the conviction in this. country that the -

3 ‘Lhc cu«tu)cc md in f]m foue of these dlﬁ.ld\"dntdﬂc.-.‘ lhcy canuot forget the
B 2 PO c.1, b e pred]cuons,‘




