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MILITIA AND DEFENCE.

GOVERNMENT CARTRIDGE AND SHELL FACTORY, QUEBEC,

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1896,

Ste,—I have the honour to report on the operations of the Government cartridge
and shell factory, for the year 1896, as follows :—
Our manufacturing operations have been confined to :303” cordite ball cartridge,

a8 well ag oo d shrapnel shells for 9 Pr. R.M,L. o ball cartrid
cups for R.B.Lr?gt?:s.an shrapnel shclls Tor s & L. guns, and tin obturating

CARTRIDGE FACTORY.
over;Phe plant used for the manufacture of Martini-Henry ammaunition has been
kindlafuled and put in good ox:der in casc it should be necessary to turn out this
for tho ammunition, The machines belonging to this plant which could be converted
:Or tho manufacture of -303” cartridges, have been altered accordingly and are now
10 operation together with the new machinery specially purchased for this purpose.
,D“_rlnk! the time I was away on duty in England, I received instructions to
Obtain information concerning the relative advantages of cordite and other smokeless
e_xplom_ves offered for sale. I was enabled through the kindness of the High Commis-
8loner in London to have access to the War Office documents relating Lo exhaustive
and costly experiments carried out by the Imperial and Indian governments, there-
fg; isl*}‘{lng a considerable amount of time and money, for with the limited means and
e ities at our disposal here, it would have been impossible to obtain ihe valuable
rlormation therein contained. The superintendent of the Royal Laboratory,
m301w1ch, was at the same time good enough to allow me to make use of the proof
addgf' and Instruments in the Royal Arsenal for the purpose of making some
1tional experiments. I had the honour to submit to you a report on the above
on the 26th February, 1896, resulting in the definite adoption of cordite for use with
our small arms of -303” calibre.
W ]The cordite now in use here is manufactured at the Royal Gunpowder Factory,
altham Abbey, England, and has so far given satisfuctory ballistic results, As a
';}'80 number of small-arms of *303" calibre have been purchased for the re-armament
g the militia, and as the accuracy of these arms is as yet comparatively little known
ere, a few diagrams of proof of ammunition manufactured in this establishment are
attached to this report. These diagrams have been selected from proofs made, to
S:er.r as long a period of time as possible from beginning of manufacture to date of
"iing, and may be taken as representing the average performance of the new
Weapons. A comparison of these diagrams with the ones published in the annual
report for 1885 for Snider and Martini-Henry ammunition, will show at a glance
11



