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district, and acted in that capacity during his residence in the dis-
trict. He was commissioned as well to receive affidavits in matters
- pending in the Supreme court. From 1875 to 1880 he continued
in the government télegra.ph service with  headquarters at Victoria. .
In 1878 he received the two first telephones imported into British
Columbia. These he placed -in circuit, on a short line leading out
to his residence a mile distant. The capabilities of the instruments
- as a means of transmitting intelligence soon became apparent and
Mr. McMicking’s mature electrical experience enabled him- to real-

' ize something of -the vast possibilities in this new field of electrical

. development, and consequently in 1880 on quitting the telegraph
.- service he busied himself with the formation of what has since been .

© known as the **Victoria and Esqmmalt Telephone company,” which
he his_continued to be manager. This company has enjoyed uni-
form prospenty under his management while giving to the citizens
- of the capital an excellent service. ' The subscribers of the company -
" now number 345, being, we understand, the largest number in pro-
* portion to population, of any c1ty on the continent. Always eager
to advance the interests of his much-loved profesuon, and with an
enterpnsm" disposition Mr. McMicking sought and obtained from
-the corporation, a franchise in 1883 to introduce the: Arc “electric
lights for street 1llummatlon. And. three towers of 150 feet in "
height, having clusters of lamps at top were erected, and have since
countinued to do service. To these additional lights have -been add- "
. ed from time to time. * In 1887 he managed the formation of a com-
- pany for the production of the incandescent electric light for domes-
tie lghtmg The step proved-a veritable  boon to all, but-especially
. to those having nceasion to use artificial. light in large quantltles,
~ being the prime factor in causing a reduction of the price of gas
from $4 to 32 per thousand feet. And not alone are we to under
stand was it.a boon: to light consumers, but, paradoxical as it may
appear, we are assured it proved such also to the gas company jtself,

for we are informed that in consequence of . the largely increased
é mptlon by reason of the great reduction in price, the profits to

the gas company have actually increased. The introduction by Mr. .
' Mc“x:lg}xg of the sub:divided Arc light  for- commercial purpgses,

follow:
Victoria electric illuminating company’s station in: October of that

in 1889, when a 50-light planb was set in motion from the - '

‘year. In 1881he built the first electric fire alarm in 'British Co- -~

lumbla for chtorm Cxty‘ whlch oonsxsted of a stnLer to the large . A
" Py i - :
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