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Syuad at Vark, en the third ‘Tuesday of June 1832, at
six o'clock pan,

FrrRava, A few errors crept into print with my
bt artule, some of which require correction.  ‘That
“ Durham boat ™ bore s preetous freight of Presby-
tenan numsters, July 8th, 1812, not “down-Lake St
Peter<,” but down Lake St Francis,  In the third
column, page o3, fomth line from bottom, the wonds
*at Montreal " should be omitted. U nderthe heading
*The New Pre<byteries,” the thurteenth hine should
read * Presbytery of Cornwall had Aad but two meet-
s etes The “trouble i the camp” began madae,
not N1 M Bell desired "umion with the Rirk "
not “where” but “zeZen it could be gecomplished ®
ete,  Other ettors will e readily corredted by the
1cader., . 8. M,

SUSNTENT N IION OF THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY.

1%y THR PRV JaMe~ LR 1L J0) 4

There are 7o ways i which men employed i the
Chrntan wimistey may  find sustenance wiile em-
ployed i their Master’s work.

WORRING WITH HIN OWN HANDS,

1. The nuister may provide sustenance for himself
by combinyg with lis mimistenal work some sceular
calling,  ltwas thus Paul sustaned himself wihile in
Corinth, Agamst this way Paul, while followsng it for
exceptional reasons, enteréd s earnest protest (1
Cor. ix.; s beng against the LAt of vature (v, 7); as
betng against the Aeie of Meses v, 85 as being against
‘the {gie of principles of Aosest and fuir dealing v,
1t : as being agunst the wse and seons of all rehgions
(v. 13.; and as bang against the evpress command of
vur Lord (v, 13%  ‘The experience of the Church has
shown clearly that this mode 15 dishonounng to re-
hgion, and injurious to the Church and its pastors,

RORBING OTHER CHURCHES,

2. The minister, while at work in one congregation,
may be sustained by the bounties of other congrega.
tions who share no portion of his services. Paul was
often thus cnabled, by the liberality of such churches
as that of Macedonia, to Iabour where the people were
unable or unwilling to sustain him. It 1s on this prin-
ciple missionaries to the heathen are sustained.  This
way is good as a temporary arrangement, but it is
wrony and injurious to minister and people when
adopted as a pennanent mode even in the poorest
heathen congregation.

STATE ENDOWMENTS,

3. The minister may be paid by the State. It 1s not
fitting to touch here the diftcult and delicate question
of the relation of Church .nd State, nar 1s it neces-
sary to give any opinion as to whether it s always,
everywhere and forever, the duty of the Church to re-
fuse government moncy. It ts cnough that in this
Dominion men arc generally agreed that, in the past,
State endowments have been  huriful to  the
Church, and thay, in the present, 1t would not
be right for a Christian Church 1 Briush
‘Amerita, to throw on the government the sus-
tentation, total or partial, of its pastors. I.nough on
this point the statement of Dr. Buchanan, the convener
since the death of Dr. Chalers, in 1847, of the Sus-
tentation Comimittee of the Free Church of Scotland,
made in his speech last year before his General As-
sembly .

“Formy part | greatly prefer this noble annual
revenue for the support of the Gospel, coming mas nt
does from the countless and continnous free-will offer-
ings of the Church's own members, rather thanto kave
it provided by the gigantic and once for all contribu.
tions, whether of a whole community (State endow-
ments; or of halt i dozen millionatres. I frankly con.
fess 1 was once of another mund. . . . ... [ can now
ook at it from more sides than one. 1 have now had
a pretty (ull experience of both systems, and I have
come to a Mear and conclusive judgment in favour of
the onc with which Chnst’s Church began and wiich
tie evidently meant 10 be permanent when, by His
Holy Spirit, He guided an apostle to say, * Let Hun
that is taught in the wurd communicate to Him that
teacheth in all good things.”

CONGREGATIONALISM,

4. ‘The mimister may be paid by his own congrega-
tion. This mode s justified by reason, by Scripture,
and by the practice of many congregations of the
fritive Church. It is nearer, indeed, the right mode

than any of the modes above stated 3 bt it is not the
mode with which the Church of Christ ought to rest
contented,  Itis fiable when carvied out fully Yo these
objections : 1. It leaves poor vongregations without
pastors i they are not able to support them. : It
suppresses the corporate  spint, so beautful and
liealthy 1 a Chureh, by which cach memberhasa care
of the whole body, and the body a eare of cach mam-
ber. 3. Itdevelopes a seliish spirit, similar to that re-
buked by Paul in s mantfestation tound the Lond's
table in Corinth, * For i cating cvery une taketh be.
fore his own supper; and one is hungry and another
ts drunken.” 1 Cor xi 2t. Under the operation of
thus mude we see, in the same Church and doing the
same work, some nunisters 1n dangerous aftluence,
while others are1n abject poverty, renderning necessary
for Churches on this continent the advice of Paul,
“Wherefote my brethren when ye come together to
cat {to divide the revenues of the Church) turry one
for another.” 4. 1t lowers the independence of pas.
tors. I the Church as a whole may suffer from the
tyranny of a magstrate, is there no danger that in.
dividual pastors may suifer from the tyranny of the
*mived multitude ” that is found gourneying, sincethe
days of the desests with God’s Isracl? When the
stipend comes direct from the hands of s congecga.
tion there 1s often no break-water in money affurs be.
tween the toods of ungodly men and the servants of
Jehovah, over whose head the billows often go though,
mdeed, they cannot overwhelm hum.
PRESIY FERLANSIN,

5. ‘The minister may be paid by the Church. ‘The
word Church 1s used here m the Presbyterian sense,
collectively, like the word nation, as meanng all the
adherents, communicants, office-bearers and congre.
gations that weet by their represcntatives inone come
mon Synod or general Assembly. And as the servants
of the nation arc paid by the nation out of the national
funds, so, according to this mode, the ministers of the
Church being in the service of Chu.uh, under law to the
Church, should Bbe paid by the Church out of Church
funds. ‘The dificultics in the way are: 1. That it
might encourage idleness on the part of the pastor
who 1s paid, not in proportion to his own exertions, but
in proportion to the exertions of others. 2 That it
mught encourage stinginess on the part of congrega-
tions whose pastor would be paid whether they did or
did not gave. 3. ‘Thatin the tone and temper of Pres.
byterianism at present the scheme would be found
impracticable.  The force of these objections largely
disappears in the face of these facts following
1. The sustentation of pastors by the Church in general
was the rule under the law of Moses, 2. Itisan in:
stinct of the Chnsuan Churel’s best life thus to scatter
abroad, as we see framn the spirit manifested afier the
outpouning of the loly Ghost on the day of Pente
cost, “They sold their possessions and goods and
parted them to all as every man had need.” 3. The
prnaiple of the whole caring for each part runs like a
golden thread through the web of primitive Christi-
amty. “The active brothesly love of each church,”
says Neander, writing of early Christianity, “was not
confined to its own immediate rircle: it extended
cven to the wants of the Church in distant lands.” 4.
This principle is implied in Presbyterianism according
to which each minister belongs to the whole Church,
and the whole Church is therefore to be responsible
for his teaching, his character, his work, and therefore,
surcly his maintenance. To maintain the opposite is
to abandon Presbyterianism as far as finances are
concerned and take the first step towards Congrega-
tionalism. §. This principle has been successful
wherever it has been fairly tried in /tdng churches
all over the wotld under two forms; of which now a
few words.

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND,

The principle of the whole Church being responsible
for the decent maintenance of all its pastors exists
a modified shape in most Presbyterian Churches uader
the form of a supplementary find, such as is found in
the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and all
the Presbyterian Churches in Canada, out of which
fund poar congregations veceive help as a matter of
charity. The same principle exists in the fullest pro-
portion and most advanced development it has yet re-
ceived in Christendom {though not yet perfect) in the
sustentation fund in the Free Church of Scotland, out
of which each congregation receives an equal share as
amatter of rigas, on the belief that when each congre.
gation does its best, the rich and the poor, there will

always he bread enough and to spare in tha Father's
house for all His servants,

SUSTEN FATION FUND,

To understand what are the leading features in a
scheme of finance to which the eyes of all Protestant
non-endowed churches are now directed as containing
the prabable solution of one of the great questions of
the day, let us hear a few leading principles as laid
down by Dr. Thos. Chalers, its Mustrious founder,
before the Conewation that met in Edinburgh in the
month of November, 1842, to prepare for the impend
ing disruprion of the Scottish Estabhished Church,

In laying his inancial scheme before the meeting,
he expressed great confidence 1 its success, and then
went an to say

*The arithmetic on which, under God, 1 found the
confidence I feel, ts soon told. It ix not because |
count on a multitude of great things.  “These may Le
cither more frequent or mare numerous than | shall
attempt to specify.  But | do count on & multitude of
little thungs, It is not on the strength of large sums
that | proceed, it is on the strength and accumulation
of httles, 1 am not looking for much that is remarkable
m the way cither of noble efforts or noble sacgjfices ;
nor yet 11t on the impulse of strong but momentary
fecling that t atall teckon. 1t is on the assiduitics of
halit and principle, such as a very common and every
day exertion in cach district of our Jand might secure
if bzgun, and such as the general intluence of custom
alone might suftice to perpetsate.  Such is the char-
acter ~the plain, unimaginative character--of the
premises with which 1 am now dealing ; and the con-
cluston | draw from them, whiat 1 call my minimum
result, because the very least to which | aspire is o
hundred thousands pounds in the year.” .

After a full exposition of the grounds on which his
contidence rested, he summed up the principle of his
scheme as follows :

“Firstly, then, themoney raised in any given locality
ought not to be reserved for the expenses of that Jo-
cality.  All the means raised throughout all the locali-
ties should be remitted to a large central fund, whence
a distribution of it should be made of the requisite
sums ar salaries for the mimsters of all our panishes.
T'he benefits of such an arrangement are mamfold and
incstimable. It becomes an operation of infinitely
greater delicacy and good taste when the offerings
called for, in any given neighbourhood, are for the
direct and personal behoof of ther own clergymen,
He could do nothing to extend or stimulate such a
process.  But his deacons and even himself nugin,
without the violation of decorum, bestow upon 1t their
full countenance and activity when seen 1 its true
character, as part of a general scheme for the high pa-
triotic object of supporting a minstry of the gospwl
throughout the whole of Scotland,

“ Secondly, and what gives still mare disinterested
character to the scheme 1s the noble resolution an.
nounced at the memorable mecting held in the West
Kirk (of Edinburgh), in the month of August, 1841,
wherein the town numsters---the mnisters of the most
opulent parishes, and whence the largest contributions
will be made to the general fund--agree to share and
share alike with the numisters of the poorest parishes in
Scotland.  This law of equal diviston among the clergy
will jrive nise o the operation of pure and tugh prin.
ciple bothn the rich and n the poorer panishes. The
liberality of the former will be stimulated, not by the
near and narrow consuderation of a support for their
own munister, but by the great and soul-expanding
conaideration that they are helping out a provision for
the gospel in the most destitute locabtics of the land.
And the efforts and sacninces of the latter will be stim-
ulated by the honourable ambition of raising their
contributions as near to the dividend as possible,

“ Bw, thirdly, you will observe that on this system
of the equal division, nght and beautiful as it is, yet
id our financial operations stop here, and proceed no
farther, then the clergy in the different parts of our
establishment, with nonunally the same means, might
yet fare very unequally.”  After explaining how this in-
equality would necessarily anse under such an ar-
rangement, owing to the great differences in the cost
of living, house rent, etc,, in towns, as compared with
the same charges in remote and rural parishes, he
went on to say ;: “ It 1s for this reason that our finan-
cial system ought not to stop at the lowest point to
which I have yet carried up my explanation of it.
There is one step more . . . After that the or-
ganization had been set up in each parish for behoof




