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HOME AND SCHOOL.

e

.What Shall We See?

Wit shall we see at Christmas time?
A throng of happy faces,

Glear, smiling cyes, and fair, simooth brows,
\Whero care has left no traces

The pent-up Christmas nurth
In ringing laughter breaking,

And all duy long for loving hearts
Uncunsoous niisic mahing.

Yet would we know otic Joy more bight,
To crown home's tender story,

Then let us lift our iearts, and pray
That we may see His glory.

What shall we see at Christmas time?
The mirth and laughter vanished

While muny a tender, playtul vite
By mute consent s banished ;

Fiyes that must droop to hide
The heart's swift overllowing ;

Lips that their loving greetings breathe,
Some long-loved names foregoing.

Yet would we know the light that shines
Above earth’s checkered story,

Then let us pray that through our tears
\Ve may behold his glory.

What shall we see at Christinas time?
Pillar and archway brightened,
Chaplet and wreath of clustering green,
\With scarlet berries lightened ;
The preacher’s earnest gaze,
The thronging congregation—
Their voices blended high and low
In chant and supplication.
Yet would we know the thrilling joy
Of the sweet Christinas story,
Then let us pray that through itall
Ve may behold His glory.

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.

STUDIES IN JEWISIL HISTORY,
B.C.980.975] LESSON XI1L { Dee. 22,
CLOSE OF SOLOMON'S REIGN.

1 Kings t1. 26-43.
GoLbEN T'ENT.

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man.
~—Ecel. 12, 13.

OCTLINE.
1. Ahijah’s prophecy, v. 2639,
2, Solomoen’s death, v. 40-43.

Time.—980-975 B.C.
Prack.—Jerusalem,
CONNECTING LINKS.

The story of Solomon draws rapidly to a
close. In accordance with the prophecy
made to Solomon, a supplemental prophecy
had to be made to the mstrument m God's
hand of accomphishing tins remding of the
kingdom into two parts. There is no hint
of Soulomon’s repentanice, except 1t be found
in the words of bitter experience wnitten
in the hook of Ecclesiastes.  Kuemies also
troubled lus latter days, and he learned too
late the sorrow of transgression,

BXpPLASATIONS, —Repaired the breaches—
Probably openings or breaks in the masonvy
of the aity walls which tequired the service
of so skilled an engincer as Jerohoum.  The
charge of the hotse of Joseph~The officer
churge of the revenues ftom the two tribes
of Ephraim and Manasseh, or some kindred
Position of trust. Clad. .. new gurment—
The prophet was wrappel closely ina new
outer mantle. Have alight alway—A figure
from the fire always burning on the altar:
it means a representative always in the line
of direct descent. JBook of the acts of Solo-
mon—This record has not been preserved
as scripture, and we have no knowledge of
its contents.

QuesTioNs ror Home Stupy.
1. Ahijak’s Prophecy.

A\ hat new ¢haracter is here introduced to

us?

What had he done that had brought him

into note?

What happened that aroused new ambi-

tions within him?

Who was Ahijah?

What was the manner of his prophecy?

What was the matter of his prophecy?

Memory verses, 42,43,

What conditions entered into the pro-
mises made to Jerohoam?
What was the effect upon Jeroboam?
ver. 26,
In what did his action end ? ver. 40,
2, Solomon's Death,
How lung did Jeroboam remain in Egypt?
2 Clion. 10. 1, 2,
How long was Solomon’s reign ?
How old was ho at the timoe of his death?
How happened he to have failed of tho
lung life promised to him?
What buoks of the Bible are supposed to
be the work of Solemon?
\What was his character ?
W\ hat were the defects of his administra.
tion ?
What light is thrown on the character of
his son by the fact that Jeroboam
stayed in Egypt while Solomon lived,
but returned as soon as he died?

PracricAl, TrACHINGS.

Sin causes loss. Sanl proved it. David
proved it. Solomon proved it. Have you?

Each man has to learn for himself.  Ix-
pecience is only able to teach one at a time,
and the father’s lesson does not serve for
the son?

Solomon's last years were bitter ones,
Sin dropped gall into them. It will into
any man's life.

Sin is no resi)ecter of
tacks peasant and prince. ‘There is but one
shield. See Eph, 6. 16. Will you try it?

Hints ror Home Stupy.

1. Review all the lessons about Solomon,

2, \Write an estimate of his character.

3. Write twenty questions and answers
which will tell the story of his life,

4. In what respects was he superior tn
David? In what inferior? Compare them,
3. Tell the character of the three revela-
tions he had from God.

Tur LrssoN CATECHISM.

1. What word of doom hung over Solo-
mon's closing days? “Thy kingdomisdivid-
ed.” 2. To whom was it foretold to have
been given? **Jeroboam, Solomon’s chief
engineer.” 3. To what did the propliecy im-
pel Jeroboam? *“T'o rebel aguinst Solomon
4. What was the result to Jeroboam? ¢ He
beeatne an exile %o FEgypt.” 5. What was
this great king’s comment upon hfe at its
close? * Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”
6. What iy the lesson it should teach us?
* Let us hear theconclusion,” ete.

DoctriNAL StcersTioN.—The ruin of sin.

ersons, It at-

Catecnism QUESTION,

38. Is there then any special Providence
over men?

Yes; our Lord said : ¢ Behold the birds of
the heaven, that they sow not, nether do
they reap, nor gather into barns: and your
heavenly Father feedeth them,  Are not ye
of much more value than they ?*° (Matthew
6.26.) And to his disciples he said : ¢“The
very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
{Luke 12, 7.)

. Psalm 31. 15; Proverbs 16. 9: Romaus
. 28,

TEM?ERANCE LESSON.

B.C. 1000.)

Prov. 23, 29.35.
GoLpes I'exT.

Wine is a mocker strony drink is raging;
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise. Prov. 20. 1.

OtTLINE,

1. Waoe, v. 29, 30.
2, Warning, v. 31-35.

{December 29,

Memory verses, 29-32,

Time.—Sometime during Solomon’s reign
many of the proverbs were produced. \%e
follow the common chronolugy of our Eng-
Ilish Bible (A. V.) and call the year 1000
3.C.

Prace,~—Jerusalem.

An isolated lesson, having no relation to
the lessons of the quarter.

ExrLANATIONS.— Woe, sorrow, contentions,
ete. All these are as distinet .uaracteris.
tics of drunkenness to.dauy as then. Bab-
Wing — Maudlin  talk of the drunk-ad.
Wounds withowt cause Gotten in liunken
uarrels, Mized wine—"1he Oriental na-
tious all drank their wine largely mixed
with water, but sometimes with aronatic
spices to make it stronger, Wine. .. ved...
iveth colowur . . . moveth aright —All these ave
indications of the quality of the wine,
An adder—Some sort of very venomous
serpent.

QUEsSTIONS For Home Sruby.
1. Woe.

What answer will you muake to the ques.
tions of ver, 297

What answer does the anthor make to
the same guestions ¥

What is the warning which these verses
give?

What is the woe which they suggest?
Isa. 5. 113 Joel L. 5.

How much has the effect of intunperate
drinking changed in three thousamt
yeavs ?

Do the Scriptures pronounce woe upon
any but the drinker? Hab. 2. 1.

Is there any hint here of suceess in Jrink
ing moderately, or of escape from these
woes by moderate dtinking ?

2. Warning.

Wiio gave the warning of the text?

What is the only safety suggested by
these verses?

In what respect is the picture of ver. 32
true?

To what other sins does intemperance
lead ?

What is the singular thing about this
habit ?

What instance of heed to this warning
can be found in the Scripturo history?
Dan. 1. 8, 12, 15.

When should a_ man begin to practise the
advice given here?

PracricaL TrAacnings,

WVho hath woe? The drunkard.

Who hath sorrow ? ‘The drunkard.

Drunkenness destroys money, time,
health, strength, power, social standing,
buginess standing; more, it destroys the
soul.

Is not this woe and sorrow ?

The only safety liesin total abstinence.

The first drink does not make a drunkard.
But the first drunkard would never have
been but for the first drink.

Alcohol is in no sense a food—so science
says. But it does destroy the brain,

The drinker is wholly selfish. He drinks
only to satisfy himself.  He is the meanest
man that lives.

The drinker plays with eternity; he
stakes the price of his soul against his appe-
tite. He is a fool

The drink-seller is the fool-maker, the
fool-driver, the fool-killer. He is himselt
the prince of fools.

Read ver. 34, and Hab, 2, 15.

Hixts ror Home Stupy.

1. Study some of the evil results of in-
temperate use of intoxicating drink in the
Scr.ptures: 1 Kings 16. 9, 10; Gen. 9. 20-
253 Dan. 5. 1-4, ete. 3 1 Cor. 6-10.

2, Study the following references : [sa. 5.
11 and 22; Prov, ¥3. 20, 21: 20. 1; Eph.
5. 18; Psa. 75. 8; Prov. 27. 22,

3. Read the story of the Rechabites:
Jer. 35. 1:10.  Also the true law of Chris-
tinn living : Gal. 5. 14.26.

Tur Lessox CaTECHISM.

1. Against whatsin is this lesson directed ?
“ Against the sin of intemperance.” 2,
\What is intemperance?  * Excess of any
kind.” 3. What particulur excess is hewe
denounced ¥ ¢ Fxcessive use of intoxicating
drinks.” 4. What warning do the Serip-
tutes pronounce against the seller of in
toxicating drinks? ¢ Woe unto him that
giveth his neighbour drink,” Hab, 2. 15,
5. What warning to the user of these
drinks?  “ Wine is a mocker,” ete.

Docrrisat. Sucurstion, —The deceitful-
ness of sin,

Praven is the prefiuce to the book
of Christian living; the text of the
life sermon ; the girding on the armour
for battle; the pilgrim’s preparation
for his journey. It must be supple-
mented by action, or 1t ‘amounts to
nothing.

Deacaiy  Fraxkrin said: “The
eyes of other people are the eyes that
ruin. If all but myself were blind, 1
should neither want a fine house nor
fine furniture.”

It is one thing to wish to have

truth on our side, and another thing
to wish to be on the side of truth.
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