MONTULY S8UMAIARY,

Together with tho amount of duty Joviedat the
esma:tios apon any wimilar articles, the pro-
«nve-of and imported from the United Kingdom
and other British possessions. Connected as
our fisheries were with our own prosperity, if
any protecting duty was justtfiable, 1t would be
one on foreign fish ; wn removing the prohibi-
tion on the mmportation of foreign fish into the
West Indics, therefore, he should impose u duty
of not less than 25 per cent.  Tea, the mmpor-
tation of which was prohibited in the West
Indies and Briush North America, except direct
from England, would be adimtted on payment
of o duty equal to one-tenth of the duties im-
posed in the colony nto which it was imported.
‘Thig would prevent the smuggling which the
present system created in Canada, Owing to
a blunder, he believed, in anact of Patliament,
W est India rum pud 6d. a gallon higher duty
than that brought from the East Indies: Mr.
Labouchere was {or equalizing the dunes on
Past India rum in all places. And he should
allow the Channet Islands, which could at pres-
ent export their produce to this ceuntry free of
duty, to take it on the same terms to the Colo-
nies, where it was prolbited.  Mr, Labouchere
believed that no interest would suffer by the
change proposed. Those connccted with the
provigion-trade 1n the South of Ireland, had
made abundance of representations to the effect
that they should be injured ; but great altera-
tions had taken place in the cordition of that
trade since the regulations now in force had
been established ; formerly the stock-grower of
the South of Ireland could only dispose of 1t in
the shape of salt meat ; but since the mncreased
(acility of steam communication, he could dis-
pose of his live stock in South Wales, and even
in London, Pork, which used to be sold at 25s.
the hundred-weight, had nsen to 30s. and 353, ;
and beef had risen {rom 10s. to 15s. It would
therefore be a hardship still to confine the West
India consumer to that market. Nor did Mr,
Labouchere think that the interest of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick would suffer ; they
would not suffer from the competition of the
United States, because so far from the wood
goods of the States having any superionty
over those of New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tia, the United States were the best market for
the produce of those Colontes 5 and 1t would be
of great advantage to the West Indian to be
able to avoid the additional expense causcd by
lus having to procure his wood through the
United States.

The sentiments expressed by Mr. Labouchere
in the preceding speech will be received with
great pleasure in these Colonies, and the pro-
posed changes in the duties will be on *he whole
advantageous to their interests. The duty on
tea will be too high to prevent smuggling, in
fact the duty at present levied on tea imported
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from England is that, considering that tea 13
imported into the United States free. The
whole duty in Canada inust not cxceed 3d. per
pound if smuggling 1s to be stopped ; indeed at
that duty it would almost payto smuggle tes
from the Umted States, where they pay none.
At 4d. per [b. the duty on a box of tea would
amount to from 15s. to 27s. 6d., according to
it quantity, und would thercfore pay the smug-
gler. It will be impossiblo to muintnin higher
duty on tea in Canada while the United States
ynport it free, than 3d. per ib.

The West India Islands will receive their
supplices of {our, and probably of pork and beef;
from the Urited States under the proposed
taniff, but the North American Provinces will
still supply them with lumber and fish. Altho'
past of the West Indie trade will be diverted.
yet we think that the other advantages of the
new scale of duties will far more than compen-
sate for that difference.

A deputation from the Montreal Board of
Trade waited on His Excellency the Governor
General, with Memorials and Petitions from
Montreal, Quebec, and Bytown on the subject
of o rumoured alteration of the Timber Duties
mn England, to which His Excellency wes
pleased to make the following seply :—

Governme~nt House,
g Montreal, 21st April, 1841.

S,

I am commanded by the Governor Gen-
eral to acknowledge the receipt of 2 Memorial
from the Board of Trade of Quebec, which you
have transmtted, upon the subject of the tim-
ber duties levied in the United Kingdom ; and
s Excellency further directs me to take this
opportunity of formally acknowledging two
Memonals upon the same subject—one from
the Board of Trade of this City, and the other
from Bytown, which have been presented to
him at nterviews at which you were present.

No official intelligence has been recetved by
the Governar General of an intention to pro-
pose to Parhament & change in the Duties af-
tfecting Timber, but 1t 18 not unlikely that the
information communicated to the Memarialists
18 correct, as from the state in which t' e ques-
tion has been for some years, it 15 likely to
attract public attention.

His Excellency will not fail, however, to re-
present to Her Mejesty’s Government, the
feehngs with which the subject is viewed by
the bemonalsts, and he will be prepared to
express lus opinion that in any alterations which
Parhiament may determine upon, due consider-
ation should be given to the existing intorests,



