RAMBLING SKETCHES.

bountiful harvest of 1877 compensated,
and the export of beeves and sheep, with
their wool, hides and tallow, was the
largest ever made up to that time.

The issue of this successful year with
miner, farmer and stock ranger had an

UP THE RIO GRANDE.

almost magical effect upon the city. Com-
merce revived, a buoyant feeling prevailed
among all classes, and merchants enjoyed
a remunerative trade. Generous patron-
age of the productive industries through-
out the whole State was made visible in
the quickened trade of the city, which
rendered the year an important one in
the history of Denver’s progress. So, out
of the barrenness of the cactus-plain, and
through this turbulent history, has arisen
a cultivated and beautiful city of 75,000
people, which is truly a metropolis.

Her streets are broad, straight, and
everywhere well shaded with lines of cot-
ton-woods and maples, abundant in foliage
and of graceful shape. On each side of
every street flows a constant stream of
water, often as clear and cool as a moun-
tain brook. The source is a dozen miles
southward, whence the water is conducted
in an open channel. For many blocks
in the southern and western quarter of
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the town you will see only elegant and
comfortable houses. Homes succeed one
another in endlessly varying styles of
architecture, and vie in attractiveness,
each surrounded by lawns and gardens
abounding in flowers.

This city, the capital of the State of
Colorado, and the largest city of the
plains, is the great distributing point of
the West.

Hexry WAarD BEECHER once said that
while the new birth was necessary to a
true Christian life, it was very important
that one be born well the first time. Color-

- ado Springs was born well. It was organ-

ized on the colony plan, and the first stake
was driven in July, 1871. Intelligent
and far-seeing men were leaders of the

enterprise ; and in no way was their sa-

RAINBOW FALLS, COLORADO.

gacity more apparent than in the inser-
tion, in every deed of transfer, of a clause
prohibiting, upon pain of forfeiture, the
sale or manufacture of alcoholic beverages

on the premises conveyed. It was not




