i ‘No ‘Tom, just the.same. (2

Tom MOI‘I‘lS had: just returned to his poor-.

'desola.*ing hand of. poverty "He.crossed the»

little home, now. swept bare by the relentlas -

- ‘of their only child as the littls~ fellow lay,,

; propped up on. an ~old couch, hlS chceks ‘pale .,

,and plnched yet ﬁushed wrth burnmg spots

 of fever. .
' Presently Sue spoke again,
: ‘Any-work; Tom?" she said. '

©. “No,’ returned ‘the man stolidly, almost

sternly. - ‘No—never will be, it'seems. I'm
- sick to dcath g trampmg about ”God has
forsaken us!’ " -

‘Sue did npot answer, only her eyes ﬂlledf :
and she stooped over the chlld to hxde the .- .

»tears +“Her own faith was at too low an
ebb to speak a word of cheer. to Tom.

“Cantt'fiis doctor do nothang for h1m wrfe"'- o

. Tom asked: presently

‘Yes,a was. - ithe-~ -almost ﬁerce response,‘_ R
: " ‘Yes,if he .}
::could. only have had o chance, but ‘our- dar- L
~ling -is* bexng starved “Tom,"’ and 110 doetor's -

. ’-though uttered ifi'a low whrsper

--gtuff won ’t do“him any good if He ain’t fed.

v P He ‘wints beef-tea more than physrc, and we
: t‘haven t got a shilling, and there aint a thing

- left to pawn.’:

“fAnd is there nobody won't help us"’v

‘groaned her husband;
the sake of the few shrlhngs thousands of
rich folks would ﬂmg away in waste?

- ‘Yes, I suppose so,’ .returnéd Sue, her face - |-
set and stony, and evidently scarcely knowing .
" ‘But, look here, Tom,’ .she

what ghe gaid:-
went on, ‘Here's just one chance, Talke home
this dish a lady sent a bit of. custard the
.iother day for Bertre, and she might’ help

.us agarn Just say as the boys .no better, it -

you can get a hearing.’.
Tom took up’ the dish, - gave one Swift
glance ‘at his boy’s face, and went,

. “The boy has beef-tea, to—night whether the |

‘Is"the boy to die for~

lady helps us or not,’ he said, as he went out,

Sue wondered just a little what he meant

. Then Bertie moaned, and- she tock him on -

" 'her knees. and lulled lnm into a troubled
) sleep . :

. ‘Mrs, Hill.is engaged she cannot attend to
- you now, she has visitors to afternoon tea’
' Such was the respon=e to Tom’s feeble aps:

" peal on behalf of his dying child.  He turned -
.+ away in silence, and the servant took- up ‘an

_,Lion
: : -over it .- e
‘ comfortless, fireless room and “stood’ at his; -

wife’s-side;- together ‘they watched” the Tace. --Iﬂy, lolding back.

‘ ‘Why, Tom ‘mate,’ said ‘he,'you’ 16 the vtry

'teller 1 wanted to 'seel’s - . .- PR

Tom had not a.very- hlgh opmion of this

‘ Joe Jackson, and he had seén pothing of him
: And ‘the answer carie; bnet and bitler, e

“from awomanshps—‘. S

for a long time, and he was, therefore,; 2 lit-
tle: surprxsed -at: the greetino' e e

"‘Come along in, "went on Joe, gmng Tom'a
shove toward the: swmgmg—door of the White
‘Come along in, and we’ll have a glass

‘Aint got a brass farthmg, said Tom gloom—

‘Stuil? and. nonsense, man' rn stand treat ?
returned Joe. . - ‘What, down on your Iuck?
What’s wrong, now"’ ) ,

A good bit, Iguess, replied Tom and then

" -he went.on to tell his companlon of ‘the. -
‘straits .of- the last six months, and the des-

pcrate extremrty of the present moment
- ‘Well, Iook. here,’ sald ,Joe, after he had

‘-silently listened to the pitiful tale, the two
-men. sitting a.ione together over‘ bheir pots of

ale. -‘We’ll get you out of all that muddle
in a ' Jiffey, if you've the sense to do-us a
good turn.”

. Tom promised and J oe went on.

* ‘The fact is,’ said. he, ‘we've quite a little

. job -on hand—just our set, you see, four of

' 1e1egant cake-basket and- passed into the draw--

ing-room to- walt upon the guests, the pricé
"' i of the ' basket's contents would * have fed

" Tom’s sick c¢hild for days, but, of course, no-
“body knew, or. thought- of that. :

« Tom’ sauntered slowly down the street

.us
He's: got an awful lot of ‘silver and.such-.

You-know old’ Colonel Dyers place"

like, and—well you sce, he doesn’t want' it
at all, ha.su't no use for 1t and we have

Joe paused a mmute to see lf his com-

panion understood; or whether he “was too

-much shocked {0’ listen to further proposals

L He had no: intention of going direct home;

. he could not face Sue bringing nothlng for
v the little inva,hd ‘nor. did -he mican. to. -

Con—

1

He.
! would hevre. what he wanted now by force or -
. v.ﬁraud the only questron was how,.,

slence he ﬁercely silénced- as ‘he_s! “Tolled on-

e bit then canie to the, door of ‘a’ htt e pub-‘ ;

lic, and lingered a- moment .
.. Tom- was no hard drinker, he ncver came
© Wame drink, he . never spent much money.

But Tem- was well through his second pot of,.

beer, and getting a trifie muddled; -besides,
he had felt so desperate before mectmg with -
his chum that he .was prepared for any
means of getting the sorely-needed money

"~ Joe went.on.:

‘You ge2 we have arranged 1t all mcely,

~he sa.ld in- a very 16w. voice, and it was to: be’
"to-night, ‘and now thart

Jakes—a knowing fellow hé is, and had plan-
ned:it all cut—he's took ill that bad he can't’
stand; and the colonel’s going off to India‘in

a tew davs, and t.he s'tuff wrll be sent to the

fellow “J onathan'

since honest ‘ways seemed .utterly clos ed
-~ ‘What’s"to do? he siid, shortly
) ‘Well mate _returned Joe,

the swag all the saine. Necedn’t come, inside

it ye don’t ‘want but we: must have some-
“body at hand fo give the alarm if anyone’

“gets scent of us, 'and to take any trifles we - L
-But -

may lay ‘hands on pretty sharp oft
there, 1t’s as plain .as a pike-statt ; Just
a4Cross . the railway - line, past the orchard,
over the’ fence, and there you are; no. dogs
to bother, and ‘the " .old housekeepers deaf,

“and sleeps like a pig. “An easy job, I tell yer;

wonder how “the professional fellers hadn’t
never thought of 1t ’ :

An ‘hour had pssed before Tom and his

chum had emerged from the’ White Lion and
by that‘tlme everything had been fully talk-

_ed over, Tom was a sworn confederate in’

‘the 1ntended robbery, and two half-crowns
kopt ‘each other company in his pockct - He
hur rled home Wlth quick step, only s’opping

} once on- the ‘way- ‘at thé butcher's'for a good oL

supply of beeﬁ for his’ chlld Sue, burst into

tears when she saw it, and when Tom flung. .

the srlver besrde it on the table, Dut" ‘to her

eager questronmgs she gamed but little or no -

response e}tcept an unnecessarily emphatic

- statement that the i’ood and money dld not L

‘come trom the friend who had given the cus-

i o
*tard. ‘But Sue’s, whole  heart was with her
 sick child and she soon forgot any vague un-

easmess about Tom's odd manner, in the joy .

of temptmg Bertie with the little delicaeles
this money had provnlod ‘ Tk

The boy was in a sw ect sleep when Tom
kissed Sue late that evemng and prepar ed to
start

‘It wont be all night work wrll it Tom
dear? she inquired anxiously, scannmg his

" faco. Tom ‘gue:sed not,’ and went out in -

silence.
He slouched along on the darkett slde ‘of
the 1oad feelmg guilty ‘and uncomfortable,

_ and quickening his step a little ‘when he met’
a leisurely policeman, he never remembered

having noticed one with any particular in-
terest before. There was nobody. a.bout and
down a dark out-of-the-way back lane Tom
‘soon joined his’ companmns of the afternoon.
A few minutes.later two others came up, and

the four men moved qulotly away, talking -
over plans briefly and in a. low tone, ‘as.they-

“erossed- two ot three flelds towards, the rai'
way line which ran -at the foot of. Colonel
Dyers grounds. -- Here .. they scrambled
through a hedge wrth ‘some difficulty, and
shpped down a steep incline at the side, of
the cutting. . Then, .crossing  the rai‘ls,
-and - ‘climbing ' up the opposrte bank, they
‘easily scaled the low paling, and found them-

‘selves under the dense shadow of ihick trecs L

ina puvate garden. . -

“ Tom did not at all rellsh his position In
fac't he had. heartily repented by this time;-
oL havmg listened to the evil proposal which

. had won hlS consent in a moment of weak-
. ess. and desperation . I—Iowever .he’ told

lnmself (or the devil told him) that 1t was
too late to go back now, that it would-be a -~

. fine thmg, after all to have money enough
to last Sue for weeks whether he got work

or -not, and that.it wasn't his.fault if the’

colonel lost his’ nroperty, the rabhervy wanld

-Well he ha.dn't meant tha.t sort ot thing, e
reckless: as’ he had felt;: but 1t didn t: do to be_"
partrcular, money "he’ meant to have some-’ :
how, and’ just as’ well this way as:any. other, S

‘if. you’ re ga.rne ', .
" for the job ye shan’t héev nothink to ‘do. what -
will get yer inter trouble and a good share -of

R e




