
Soualn.
"The Belgian official communication

“ 'Besides effective shelling of ene 
my groupe to the north and south of 
Dlxmude, our batteries bombarded the 
German trenches In the direction of 
Woumen, In retaliation for the 
ploymemt by the enemy of sheUs con­
taining Irritating gasea. In the sec­
tion of Steenstraete, our artillery co­
operated with the French batteries in 
the destruction of important enemy 
earthworks.

■ . «. ‘poeitive Indications pe 
Petrograd, Dec. 7. via London.—The conclusion that the extensive Inunda­

tion» In the region of the Yser has 
I , .. caused great difficulties to the oppoe-

headquarters today reads as foUows: lng troopB who have abandoned under 
‘'‘Near the village of Kreve, south ol the menace of the water, a great num- 

the Vfiiya river, we shot down an en ber of their advanced works.’

"‘Wpi

Cologne, Deo. 7, via London, Dec. 8—The Cologne Gazette’s Con­
stantinople correspondent eays:

“The Entente Alllee have begun a grand offensive at the Dardanel­
les, perhaps In consequence of Earl Kitchener’s visit, but the Turkish 
authorities are Inellned te believe that It Is only a bluff.

“Thirty Entente Allied aeroplanes on Saturday attacked Ueunkue- 
prue, in Important military and railway centre on the llne*from Con­
stantinople to Adrlaneple, throwing many bombs, but traffic on the line 
wee maintained.”
London, Dec. 7.—Important battles e Russians Bring Down Enemy Aero- 

have begun, or are Impending, in 
Mesopotamia, where the German Field
Marshal Baron Von Der Goltz,. has official communication from general 
taken command of the Turkish forces 
and Is about to stuck the British at 
Kut-Bl-Amar. In southern Serbia, 
where the Bulgarians hâve already at- 

positions and 
been repulsed; on Gallipoli, 

where, according to Turkish accounts, 
the Allies have taken the offensive, 
and In Belgium and France, where, 
reports from Holland state, the Ger­
mans have concentrated strong rein­
forcements and an Immense amount of 
artillery, with the object of striking 
a blow at the Allied line In Flanders 
and Artois.

Except in Serbia the battles have 
not developed beyond the preliminary 
stakes, so far as is known, the artil­
lery alone of the different armies be­
ing active. Along the Vardar-Cema- 
Karasu front in Serbia the Bulgarians 
have already commenced their atUck 
against the Anglo-French, and It is re­
ported that the German army of Gen.
Von Gallwitz has been re-organized 
and re-lnforced, and Is marching south 
to Uke part in the operations.

It is evidently the intention of the 
Germans t<j strike hard before the 
Allies, who continue to land troops 
at Salonlki, have completed their prep­
arations. It Is reported that the per- 
mans have 40,000 men available.
There Is no Indication of the Bulgar­
ian or Anglo-French strength, but one 
report says that five Allied divisions 
(nearly 100.000 men) have been land­
ed* thus far. The battle therefore will 
be one of the greatest Importance.

Celd Interferes With Serbian Retreat
According to the French all the 

Bulgarian» attacks have been repulsed, 
but the Germans claim that the French 
were compelled to give up their posi 
tions at the junction of the Vardar 
and Cerna rivers to avoid being envel­
oped.

The situation for the Allies is com­
plicated by the attitude of the Greek 
government The negotiations at 
Athene have not yet reached a satis 
factory settlement, and although the 
Greek King has1 reaffirmed his neu- Taris, Dec. 7—The following official 
trality and repeated his assurances communication was issued by the war 
that Greek troops will never attack 
the Allies, the situation still causes 
great anxiety.

The Austrians continue their offen­
sive against the Montenegrins and 
Serbians, and are following the Serbs 
Info Albania, where the retreat Is ren- up. 
derod extremely difficult owing to the 
cold weather and the bad roads. There 
are said to be one hundred thousand 
Serbian troops and twenty thousand 
refugees In Albauta, and It is reported 
that the Serbians are taking with 
them forty thousand Austrian priso­
ners who were captured during pre­
vious campaigns.

The position! of the Serbians is ren- 
<ttred even more serious by the sue-
ci«s of the Austrian cruiser Nova, advantage is reported, 
afid destroyers In sinking steamers 

" which had arrived at San Giovanni D1 
Medua with supplies and war material 
for them.

In view of the probability of Ger- 
asking Great Britain for sate 

conduct for her attaches, whose recall 
from the United States has been ask-

rmit of the

tacked
bite I1 London Dec. 7.—Referring to the 

"to the region of toe village of Jan- on the lnadequacy of the
ovtaa, northeast of the town of Buc- 
zacz, the enemy, protected by a vio

force detailed to advance on Bagdad.
lent artillery Are, endeavored to ad ^t^councn! s'aiTTn ti£ Houeerf 
vance eastward, but was repulsed to LordB ttla afternoon that this was due 
wards the village of Delava. Equally misapprehension. The force at
unsuccessful were enemy attempts to the dl8pOBal of General Townshend, he 
attack our troops near the villages of sald wag coneiderably larger than a 
Zayloverz and Pyschkovtze, In the dlvlâlon Md wa8 believed by compe- 
Busz&cz region. West of Lake Sven- tent authorities to be sufficient for the 
ten and eouth of the VJliya. near the aBBtgned to it. 
village of Tsetoroff, northwest of Tar- u wa8 algo a ml8api>rehenBlon to say 
nopol our scouting parties carried oui ^ thlB WBB a raah military adven- 
successful reconnalsancee. ture, continued Lord Crewe, as it was

“In the other sectors of this front clear t0 everybody that the early 
there Is nothing to report. capture of Bagdad, If It could be effect-

"Caucasue front: On the front from ed would have great results on the 
the Black Sea to the southern shore war not only military results." 
of Lake Van, we carried out success The £orce Bet apart tor the purpose 
fui reconnaissances In .the region waB universal and competent mill- 
south of Khorassan, on the Araxes tary opinion considered large enough, 
river. In «ome of the mountainous j£ wag evident that the troops behav- 
sectlons there have been snow storms ed splendidly, but the task proved big- 
and snow is lying to a depth of elgh- ger than was anticipated- 
teen feet." Baron Sydenham thought the one

•bright spot In this "very dark pic­
ture," was the manner in which Gen. 
Townshent’s forces fought at Ctesl- 
phon. Their stand against greatly 
superior forces, and the capture of 
1,600 prisoners, he declared, was a 
very fine feat.

Baron Sydenham emphasized that 
the force consisted largely of Indian 
troops, and eulogized General Town­
shend, who was wise in retiring when 
he found overwhelming forces against 
him, and saved his own men from a 
very great disaster.

To Check German Intrigues In China.
London, Dec. 7.—Sir Edward Grey, 

Secretary for Foreign Affaira, Intimat­
ed in the House of Commons today 
that the British government earnestly 
was considering means for blocking 
"German Intrigue" In China generally 
and - in the British colonies in the Far 
East*and In the foreign concessions in 
China1:

Replying to the question whether 
‘ having assisted In turning the Ger- 
mans out of the larger positions at 
Tslng Tau, the government could not 
proceed to turn them out of thèir 
smaller places?" Sir Edward said the 
question was one that could not be 
easily disposed of, but that the danger 
of German machinations was being 
anxiously considered.

-

ESCAPING GERMAN 
PLOTTER CAUGHT BY 

BRITISH CRUISER
Flood In Yssr District Impedes Enemy

office^ tonight:
"In Belgium our artillery in concert 

with the Belgian artillery, shelled an 
enemy work in tfce region of Het Sas. 
The work was completely shattered, 
and two munitions depots were blown

Buenos Aires, Dec. 7.—Word has 
been received here that a British cruis­
er- has captured the steamer Winne­
bago. It Is also reported that a Brit­
ish cruiser has captured, on the high 
seas, on board the steamer Vauban, 
a German officer who, it is alleged, 
was Involved in certain affairs in the 
United States, from which country he 
made hie escape.

The American steamer Winnebago 
Is probably the vessel taken by the 
British. She left Newport News Aug­
ust 21st last, and arrived at Buenos 
Aires October 14. Since then the 
movements of the Winnebago have not 
been reported.

‘In Artois the artillery engagement 
became more pronounced in the 
course of the day. The bombardment 
was violent on. both sides in the 
region ot Givenchy, to the north of 
the Bois-En-Hache. where fighting 
with large bombs likewise took place. 
In/ the sector of the road from Lille 
our artillery successfully shelled the 
enemy underground passages. In the 
Craonne district patrol fighting to

Report of Allied Retirement From 
Krlvolak Likely True 

London, Dec. 8—The Times says to­
day there should be no surprise If the 
Italian reports of the retreat of the 
Estante Allied forces In Serbia from 
Krlvolak and the fortified camp at 
Kavadar prove correct. The newspa­
per says the German occupation of 
Monastir evidently made Itself fe^t on 
the Varder, and that the Allies have 
withdrawn to strong positions In the

Dumarkapou Pass, a great gorge In 
the hills through which runs the Sa­
lonika-Uskup railway, twenty miles 
north of the Greek frontier. Only a 
narraw pathway was offered the En­
tente forces, together with a precart- 
ou& line of communications, and with 
the Teutonic allies, overrunning the 
country to the west of the line the

ed, considerable Interest Is taken In
the action of the German submarine, 
In removing from a Greek steamer 
the British attache, Col. Napier, who 

his way to London from Sofia. is obvious.AUl<was

*

MESOPOTAMIA LIKELY TO 
BE SCENE OF IMPOR TANT 

BA TTLE IN NEXT FEW WEEKS
I

I'

' ÏÏ

I

Germans also Preparing for Blow at Allied line in flinders and Artois 
—Teutonic Leaders Hope to Strike in Balkans Before Allies Complete 
Preparations — Serbian Army finding Retreat Difficult Owing to

I Cold.
“In Champagne the action contin­

ued for the. possession of the advan­
ced trench to the south of Saint Sou­
plet Our counter-attacks have al­
ready enabled ui to regain- a large 
part of the loot section. One other 
local attack, ot slight Importance, has 
occurred to the east of the Butte De

STRONG ALLIED ATTACK 
BEGUN AT DARDANELLES

.
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: AT SOFIA TAKEN 
BY GERMAN SUBMARINE

C
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CONFERENCE OF MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES OF GREECE 

AND ALLIES ARRANGED

COL FOWLER 
00IN6T0 OTTAWA

Atmosphere Clearing, Greek Premier Declares, 
But Nothing Can Compel Nation to Abandon 
Neutral Stand—Situation One for Military Ex­
perts, Not Diplomats, to Settle.

THIS EVENING Athene, Dec. 6.—An agreement for a lng the Greek government and the En* 
conference of Greek military autborl-1 tente diplomatists the benefit of their 
ties and military representatives of conclusions, from which a settlement 
the Eehtente Powers to examine Into Could then be reached, 
and report upon the necessities ot the 
situation respecting the Allied de­
mands upon Greece has been reached
and the preliminary steps toward hold- the handling of the Immense incr 
lng the conference have been taken.
Premier fèkouloudis announced today.

"TeM the American people that the 
government ot Greece has only two 
aims—to safeguard the sovereignity of 
Greece and not to abandon neutrality 
no matter tor -what reason she may be 
urged to do so, no matter what Induce­
ments or .pressures are brought to 
bear," said Premier Sikouloudts, to the 
Associated Pres* correspondent In an 
Interview today.

*T think I may say," continued the 
.premier, "that the air, surcharged tor 
months with misunderstandings, is at 
least clearing; that the Entente Pow­
ers are beginning to understand that 
while we are immovable on the two 
heads Just stated, we are disposed in 
every other respect to give material 
expression to the feeling every Greek 
has towards France, Great Britain 
and Russia, dating from Navarlno.

"Respecting railroads, the Greek: 
government has never been unaware 
that the personnel was Inadequate for

No Word Yet Regarding Trans­

fer of MOtti to St. John — 

104th Band Welcomed at

Sussex,

In traffic due to the military uses to 
which the railways now are put, hub 
M. Bouraili was unwilling to surrender 
control of his own property. As Gen. 
Sarrail offers to assist In the operation 
of the railways leaving Greek control 
unquestioned, the government Is only 
too glad to accept."

"What about hunting down Austro» 
German submarines in Greek terri* 
torlal waters?” asked the intervie wen

"That touches our sovereignty," re 
plied the premier. “We protest to th4 
world, especially to America, also a 
neutral, that we cannot sanction viola* 
tlons of our territory. But what can 
we do? We have only a small navy and 
a vast coastline. We can only protest.

‘‘What we want to avoid, wbât we 
shall avoid, Is associating Greece with 
the uncertain outcome of the war. Had 
we joined the Allies last Spring when 
we were urged to do so, today we 
would have to bear the bulk of the 
cost of the failure of the Gallipoli ven­
ture.

Special to The Standard 
Sussex, Dec. 7—The 104th Battalion 

met the battalion band at the stStlen 
this afternoon and many townspeople 
as well joined In welcoming the musi­
cians. The band came from 8L John 
on the Canadian! Pacific train. The 
members expressed themselves as 
greatly n'—ned with complimentary

Mas? St. John. JÏI.I
I»

before the train left 
The battalion went to the Sussex 

station in marching order, although 
mud made footing somewhat uncer­
tain.

LieuL-Col. Fowler has received no 
word as yet regarding the proposed 
transfer of the men of the 104th Bat­
talion to St. John. He has arranged 
to leave for Ottawa tomorrow night 
for the purpose of consulting the Min­
ister of Militia regarding the situation 
in general.

Thirty new recruits were added to 
the honor roll today.

Very little, sickness among the 
troops here Is reported.

Matter for Military Men.

"Two points which caused the re­
cent friction are now In the way of 
amicable settlement. As far back as 
November 10, I suggested the Inappro- 
prlateneSs of non-military diplomatists 
seeking to arrange the details of a sit­
uation essentially military and of 
which they understood little. There­
fore I proposed a conference between 
the military authorities on either side 
authorized to study the necessities of 
the situation and report on them, giv-

“Had we joined at the Inception ofl 
the recent Austro-Germ&n-Bulgarlan 
attack on Serbia, we would now be 
bearing a large -part of the price In 
blood and devastation following the 
crushing of the Serbians.

"By following the two principles we 
stand by as governing Greece’s for- 
eign policy, we have been saved these 
two disasters. We should continue to 
follow them, for in them Is our only 
salvation."AA1Y ACCEPT Roumanias Entry Will

Depend on Russian
Attack on Bulgaria

Sure to Join AHies But Not Before The Entente Rowers Can 
Place Army of Equal Strength to that of Tuetonic Forces

Beltin'Informed of Reasons for 

Asking Withdrawal of Capt. 

•Boy-Ed and Von Paper,
Geneva, Dec. 7—During the past 

two months there has been a consid­
erable veering of public opinion In 
Roumanie in favor of the neutrality 
policy of Premier Bratlano, says the 
correspondent at Bucharest, of the 
Journal De Geneve.

The writer adds:
“This has been largely due to the 

Austro-German invasion of Serbia and 
to the fear of Roumanians of under­
going the lot of the Belgians and Ser­
bians. A majority of the ruling class 
sympathize with France and hopes 
that she will be victorious, many Rou­
manians conciliating this sentiment 
with admiration of the strength and 
force of her resistance to Germany.

"A greater number detest Russia

and have no confidence in her army. 
All Roumanians, however, agree in 
destring national unity. In a word, 
the majority of Roumanians think 
Premier Bratlano has dome well to 
wait, for It is believed the war will 
be a long one and that the small coun­
try lias not the strength or means of 
resistance that the great powers have,

“All are convinced that Premier 
Bratlano will join the Quadruple En­
tente, but only when he can oppose to 
the 800,000 Austro-Hungarians, Ger­
mans, Bulgarians and Turks an army 
of equal or superior strength.

“Roumania s intervention will be 
dependent upon the entry of the Rus* 
elans Into Bulgaria. Italian Interveo* 
tlon In the Balkans is regarded with 
skepticism."

Washington, Dec. 7—Secretary of 
State Lansing has communicated to 
Germany, through Count Von Bern 
storff, the German ambassador, the 
reasons which caused the United 
States government to request the Im­
mediate withdrawal of Captain Karl 
Boy-Ed and Captain Franz Von Papen, 
respectively naval and military atta­
ches of the embassy here.

Ini the communication, which is be­
lieved to have reached the Berlin for­
eign office today, Mr. Lansing Is un­
derstood to have stated that the naval 
and military activities of the attaches 
constituted their principal offenses. It 
Is stated that there was no discussion 
of facta relating to the reasons for 
the state department’s request, nor 
any disclosure of the department's 
sources of lnformatloni

Whether Germany expected a dis­
cussion of the facts has not been made 
known.

Officials are waiting, with interest, 
to see whether the Berlin foreign 
office will be satisfied with the stating 
of the broad, general reasons. The 
opinion seemed to prevail that Ger­
many might, wjth the reasons before 
It, lnetruct the ambassador to send 
the attaches away without further de­
lay. In some quarters, however, It 
was thought another communication 
might come from Berlin.

Secretary of State Lansing declined 
to comment on the subject for publi­
cation today, and the German embassy 
was also reticent

BRITISH ATTACHE 
TAKEN Off GREEK 

SÏMR. BY GERMANS

Company says that according to the 
Ore* papers, Col. H. D. Napier, the 
late British military attache at Sofia, 
hae been taken off a Greek steamer by 
a German submarine near Meselna.

•rltlah Member of Perllsment a War 
Prisoner.

London, Dec. 7.—A. British official 
report received tonight a*ya tost Cap­
tain Arthur Stanley Wilson, member 
ot parliament for Yorkshire, hae been 
made a prisoner of war. He was con­
veying letters from the eastern Medi­
terranean to London, and was travel- 
ling by a Greek steamer which wan 
stopped by an Austrian submarine, 
it haa been ascertained, the report 
says, that none ot the papers taken 
from him was ot any Important».

Capt. Wilson, Member of Par­

liament, Made War Prison­

er—Was Taken off Greek 

Vessel by Austrian Subma­

rine,

London, Deo. 7.—An Athene de- 
■pstch to the Exchange Telegraph
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Increased 1

Tariffs, V^lh England Fol­
lowing Lea^.of .Other Na­
tions. E

and Higher
■

(Correspondence)— 
ml Leroy Beaulieu, 
j|et, to the question 
plunged Into bank- 
the war,” Is "No, 

r.” Concerning the 
nt enormous spend 
ill the nations, and 
owing the war. He 
of the war a year 
a end a remarkable 
L with an lnterna- 
rlvalry leading to

Pari», Dec. 6 
.The answer of 
the French ecol 
“will Europe # 
ruptcy because 
not even Germl 
result of the pn 
lng of money h 
the conditions 1 
forecasts the ei 
hence, and aftei 
industrial actif 
tional commerc 
high tariffs In i 
war. Including 
and yet higher

“Whw^UwfTa situation has never 
before presented Itself In history, and 
while, therefore, all opinions must be 
given with some reserve, I am confi­
dent that no fear need -be felt for à 
universal collapse of world finance. 
The destruction In this war, save pos­
sibly In the lives lost, has been ex­
aggerated in the public mind. Not a 
single nation Involved will be lire 
trlevably ruined. The enduring power 
of accumulated wealth has been under 
estimated. It will take not mone than 
ten or twelve years for the world to 
recover from Its losses.

“I estimate that the war will have 
come to a close by next autumn. 
Then there will set in a period of 
manufacturing activity, the like of 
which we have never known. This 
period has been made necessary by 
the physical damage done by the diver­
sion toward supplies of factories once 
engaged In malting cloth and what not.

"During this re-construction period 
we will work harder than'formerly. 
There will not be the stagnation 
which paralyzed the southern states 
after the Civil war.

“Another result of the war will he 
the increasing taxes by each nation 
Involved, and the raising of tariffs to 
collect revenues. England will do like 
the rest, free trade country though 
she is, and despite her comparatively 
less war loss. The United States, 
while It will not have to, will Increase 
her tariffs.”

:
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STUB SE

Owned by Standard Oil Co. and 

Sailed from New York for 
Egypt—Detained for while 
at Genoa by Italian Govern­

ment.

Rome, Dec. 7.—The American oil 
steamer Communipaw has been sunk 
by a submarine In the Mediterranean, 
near Tobruk, Tripoli. No. information 
ha* -been received concerning the 
crew, or the nationality of the subma.
rdne.

The eteamer Oommunipw wae

at Genoa, but was allowed to sa 
her destination on December 2, < 
to representations made to the
eminent made by the American
bassy at IRdme.

Standard Oil Company of New Jersey,

for Egypt
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