BY REV. A. C. CHUTE, W. D. 2
[Preachied to his own congregation,*at the First Bap-
tist church, Halifax, on Sunday morning, Decembers.} *
“There remaineth yet very much land fo be pol-
®essed,’’ Joshua 13.: 1.

Aged Joshua had performed a noble work for Israel.
The Promised Land had been entered, and considerable
had been dorz in the way of conquest; but as yet the
land of possession fell far short of being commensurate
with the land of promise. In the words of the Lord to
his servant : *‘ There remaineth yet very much land to
be possessed.”” But Joshua's period of labor was about
over. Infirmities of age require that those who have
long been leaders should commit the leadership to other
hands, much as they would like to continue where they
are. Happy they who can gracefully step aside and give
& hearty God-speed, in the eventide of enforced in-
activity, to those bidden to take their places, Happy
they who thankfully receive the territory which. has
come to them from  their fathers, and who so use their
opportunities as to transmit the same to successors with
valuable additions. What is passed on is often smaller
than what was received. It so happened many times in
the history of Israel. With the exeeption of two ‘com-
paratively brief spaces, it conld always be said, as was
said to Joshua »  There remaineth yet very much land
to be possessed.” While faith and works weére present
in any fair degree, there was progress toward complete
victory ; but when these were lacking, idolatrons nations
won back what had previously been taken. As then, so
now, movement is backward or forward, according to the
zeal or indifference in carrying out Divine orders, To
keep what we have we must be employed for the gaining
of more. Ice may be so thin as to-hold up the man who
keeps hurrying forward, and to let him go under when
he stands still. No Christian is safe who is not active,

It is said to us, as was said to Joshuna, ** There remain-
eth yet very much land to be possessed.” We have been
permitted in his pame to win some. victories over the
great enemy. And how has it been of late? Have we
been retrograding or progressing? Have we been
attending well to our tasks or otherwise? Sueh ques-
tions we have very properly been asked to putto our-
selves upon this first Sunday of December. It is not
always easy to answer such inquiries, We may belittle
one sort of achievement and unduly exalt some other.
One is constitutionally inclined to fix attention upon the
dark features of the situation, while another is equally
disposed to gather up only the favorable eléments, But
despite these differgnces, there will be agreement that we
are not sufficiently aggressive, and that the past year of
our denominational ‘history calls for humiliation and
bids us double our diligence. In the last Conventional
year the additions to our churches have been more than
two hundred less than in the year preceding, and four
hundred less than the year before that. While the
offerings to denominational work, as reported in ninety-
seven, were nearly nine hundred dollars in excess of the
year ninety-five, they fell below those of ninety-six over
six hundred and filty dollars. Too much may be made
of figures, and too little, too; but sarely we proceed not
aright if- not incited by these comparisons to fresh
devotement of ourselves to the cause of Christ. Land is
not being won as it might and should be. Instead of
brave efforts, looking to large trinumphs, we have to con-
fess to a good deal of conformity to the ambitions and
customs of the ungodly, When Israelites fell in with
t'se ways of idol-worshipping neighbors they lost ground.
And e0 do we when worldliness takes the place of
obedience to God. Inour private devotions, at family
altars and in social services for praver, let earnest
petitions go up just now for a special blessing in these
winter months. The young people should find stimulas
in thinking that responsibility, in growing measure, is
passing over to them. As,the Joshuas are obliged to
relinquish exertions, the juniors should be stepping
forward with exultant hearts, ready for valiant service.
Think ‘and talk as we may, there is after all only one
opening for our youth, and that is in filling places some-
where and somehiow in the work of world evangelization.

God said to Joshua : ** Arise, go over this Jordan, thom,
and all this people, unto the land which I do give them.

Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed ; for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.,” He
says tous: “Goye intoall the world and preach the
Rospel ta every creature ; and, lo, Lam with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.”" All' who are rightly
employed are busily engaged to fulfil this command.
".This is the great and all-inclusive enterprise ivhlch
embraces within itself every legitimate pation,
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order that we may abjure it altogether. That is to say,

if it is not clearly our duty to do a thing we account it
our duty not to do it. There isa vast deal of waste
where there is little eagerness to get to the proper goal.
Those set to reap wheat turnto the chasing of butterflies,
Those commanded to subdue the foes of righteousness
eater upon & comp with i lustead. of
additions there are substractions, We do well to beseech
God, therefore, that he wonld make us to realize pro-
foundly what constitutes our real business as we pass
along. To be ruled, and always ruled, by the thought that
our little while here is to be wholly and zealously used
for the advancement of Christ's kingdom, is not only to
be preserved from wasteful and injurious courses, but to
be valuabl ik 1 the world’s betterment
and the Redeemer's glory.

There were various spheres for men and women to
occupy in the conquest of Canaan ; but not nearly so
many as are open 1o us in the winning of the world to
Christ. ‘' There remaineth yet very much lapd to be
p d,” and assist in éxtending present bound-
aries may be given in ways innumerable. Often do we
here take occasion Lo remark upon this, but the thought
needs 10 be iterated and reiterated, for it seems to' be
frequently sssumed that the Grest Commission comes
o:(l‘v to such as can serve by preaching and teaching,
and by wissionary labor among the more destitute, I
amt a doetor.” *1am alawyer.” ''lam « merchant.”
“1 am atradesman.” But there is one ogcupation which
is to be gommon to -all, irrespective of incidental differ-
ences. Paul indicated this when lie wrote : © Whether
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all o
the glory of God." There is to be oneness of alm, while
there is endless variety in the means by which the com-
mou end is . The preaching of the preacher is
in & way conditioned upon the generosity of his business
friend, 80 that we need to be careful about affirming that
the preacher’s work is more im ot than the mer-
chant’s; God calls merchants to be merchants just as he
calls preachers to be preachers. He does not have large
concern about one class of his toilers and small concern
about some other. Agriculture and commerce ‘and edu-
cation are to be atte to for the glory of the Master
as surely as missionary operations ; and in the measure
that workers in fields, offices and shops have this A)re—
eminent pu before them will the gospel be extended.
Because in business life there are more temptations to
depart from the true aim, than in the life spent more
largely in contact with the Bible and in pointing souls to
the Saviour. Business talent, in general, is not so large-
ly consecrated to God as is preaching talent. . Hence
t{ze necessity that laymen have line upon line with a
view to impressing upon them the importancé of the
places God has assigned them. As the most obscire
workman in a-factory may impair the completed product
by remissness, so the humblest disciple of Jesus in the
humblest of places diminishes the sum total of blessing to
men by reckonini:f no account, or little, what has been
committed to his hands. Depend upon it, if it is worth
while for God to assign a task, it is worth while to exe-
cute it with diligence and care. Were we more bent up-
on doing what we are told, and less given to a compari-
son of assignments, it wouid be a deal better for us, for
others for the cause in which we are enlisted. A

t man is he who has learned to do what God tells
him, Only let his tribe increase, and there is swift move-
ment toward making the land of possession equal to the
land of promise.

Some people have discomfort under the frequent
appeals from pulpits for funds to carry on the Lord's
work. Much dépends upon how the appeals are made,
and the ground upon which they are madeto rest. Much
depends also upen the extent 10 which hearers are de-
voled to the I’s spread. When we look upon our-
selves and all we have to do with as God's, and upon
life as affording one t privilege of helping to recover
the Jost by the preac ing of Christ crucifiéd, we do not

grow restive under calls for money, but rather we wel- .

conie these as ways of doing what our hearts are set npon.
Week day working is worth while in the prospect of
Sabbath givi:‘f. Incitements to generosity that are
rightly founded and rightly managed are not efforts to
ro‘b ple, as some insinuate, but efforts Lo prevent peo-
ple from robbing themselves and others, Pastors cannot
tell in us just how we should use funds, how much should
here and how much there, but they may help to such
an outlook as will hinder lavish expenditure upon our-
selyes while a pittance is doled out for berevolent ob-

Our danger lies, as we ought well to know, in
the lion's share for our own gratification ; and

is surer than that selfishuess will eventually be
nd 1o be loss. It will never dp to act simply with
thought of the t hour and our own home. Men
have sinned, I y, in riating so largely to
missions a8 to deal injustly with their families. But
usually the si is done the other way, And there
is no need that it id be done either way, The will
of God may be found out and followed. Without living
:\::u-um with him there is no such thing as

As far as this church is concerned it is a pleasure to be
able to say that during the last conventional year the
amount raised denominational purposes has

Toward the one aim of bringing the world to Jesus all may
look and labor. Amid external C'm"iety there ﬁuy be
internal unity. As all radii run to the circle's centre, 8o
every service readered at Divine command for the
Saviour’s glory, far removed as it may seem from what
most are wont to regard as religious work, hielps to usher
in the time when all shall own Chiristas Lord. When we

our allottment, course no

do this or that. Having a defisite and 5
‘under.

, church interests, educational
‘philanthropic interests,—

with one another. The.persons
matters may be in conflict.
of his own

cause are not themselves in contention, Rather does the
highest good of the one all enibracing enterprise require
that in each section of God's great workshop,—in the
family section and school section, in missionary effort at
homme and abrond,—~due value be given to every individual
part, and vo one - allowed to encroach upon the
li'.i hts of any other, ngatlce to any particular portion
pleaders who treat (he department they stand for as

oss to whole, Hence the damage wrought by
though it were everything. And hence the mnecessity,

not only that we should have an e{e upon all these differ-
ent parts, but thet we should maintain that fellowship
with Christ which alome can prevent. from overdoing in
one direction and underdoing in another,” God is not a
hard Master, although men may at times lead us to think
that heis. Duties never confiict although they may be
made to lpg:‘r todo so. The Lord withbold us from
impairing the general weal by an ‘excess which ignores
re'ated interests -

It helps not ouly to placidity but to increase of happ
ness and usefulpess 1o get into the way of looking upon
multiplied a Is as evidences that our prayers for the
coming of God's Kingdom are being &nswered, With
the hearing of prayer we ure summoned to larger en-
deavor, Petition-makiug inveolves expense to ourselves |
and wliere there is aversion to putlay, after prayers arc
put up, there has been nothing more than the mouthing
of words, If it is understood that ‘“‘there i8 yet very
much land 10 be possessed,” and (here is a consuming
desire to march on and take it in the pame of the Lord,
there will ot only be strong cryfng to Jehovali to grant
the extended dominion which is prowised, but joy in the
use of anythiog and eveiything at our disposal for eu-
largement of present boundaries.

ith up-turned gaze we daily say, ‘‘Thy Kingdom
come."” Now let us, while we think for a few minutes of
some things which seek for our suppert, keep in mind
that these calls are coming in response to our entreaties.
In them God is hiddin} us unite with him in the accom-
plist t of his b t desig He is going on be-
tdre us and comman ling us to follow after in the bring-
ing of new territory under the sway of love. And only as
he is submitted to, aud sacrifices are made for the -spirit-
ual enrichment of 0 hers can we kpow prosperity within
our own borders. The broadir our sympatliies . the
greater our local gain.

A few persons are yet fonnd, here and there, who lack
sympathy with efforts for the couversion of the heathen,
(The Lord be praised that they are getting delightfully
scarce !) Let us provide for the perishing near hy, they
say. Very well, then, let these come forward and meet
their obligations to the neighbors for whose welfare they
claim such deep concern. The destitution on our Home
Mission fields can accommodate them. No one proposes
to hinder their lavish outlay forlocal improvement. All
in'this congregation will unite, therefore, in making the
desert places of Halifax county to hlossom as the rose.
A few miles beyond Halifax a comfortable school house
has recently been ,and a school has just been
opened. Vor fourteen years there has been no school in
that region, quite a discreditable thing to this chnrch-
studded city, -~ We are glad that through our owu Dis-
trict Committee this iardy justice has been done our
dusky brethren, although people of all Fhases of religion
bave shared in the finaneial burden. If a work like this
commends itself to hearer who has not as yet done
anything toward that building, the opportunity of help-
ing bas not passed since there is a little debt remaining.

%\lt another boon for Halifax County is contemplatid
by this same committee. We speak of this, out of the
much that might well occupy us ‘in commection with
numerous Home Mission fields, because it has been hefore
some of us during the past week. Whether the thing
hoped for is to be realized remains to be seen ; but it may
well be tioned here as a ible opportunity, co that
if it comes we may be somewhat prepared for the meeting
of a privilege. In the city we regularly enjoy the services
of God's house, Indeed our advantiages are so many that
we are ligble to put small value upon them, But wman
residents of the y ide have few religious ad-
van . The Sabbaths pass without affor "5 them
much for the nourishing of their souls. Now it is
posed that the secure & county Missionary who
shall devote all his time to going about in these more
needy parts,  Th him. the Committee meeting in
the city can do ng worth while. He will be our
arm, as it were, to reach out for the assistiog of the less
favored ; and am to reacl in to us and obtain what
we may have to bestow. The city churches are recuited
considerably from these same sparsely settled districts,
and by means of the Missionary those coming to the city
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