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Nothmg of What Has Trans-
.pired at Pekin.

bqings of  Li

Hung Chang Régérded With Increasing Sus-

plcion—Mmlsters May be Held as Hostages—In
Close Touch Wlth the Enemy.

1.OB
ger’s
has been trangmitted to the United
States secretary of the navy through
Captain Thomas, of the U. S. cruiser
Brooklyn, has increased the belief in
London that there is no hope for the
foreign legations in Pekin and that
the elaborate fabric of the despatches
which the Chinese are building to per-
-suade the civilized world that the
ministers are still alive, is only inten-
ded to enable them to gain time to
complete preparations for warfare.

The Shanghai correspondent of the
Daily Mail asserts that a Chinaman
who was employed at the British lega-
tion as a writer and interpreter, has
escaped from Pekin to Niu Chwang,
and that he declared that at the time
he left Pekin most of the mwembers of
the legations were dead and the condi-
tions of the others was hépeless. He
says that Sir Robert Hart, director of
Chinese imperial maritime customs,
died on July 2.

The correspondent goes on to say:

“No other dates are given in". the
message from Niu Chwang. The lead-
ing Chinese newspapers here publish-
ed yesterday a despatch declaring
that it was all over with the members
of the legations. The president of a
minor board at Pekin wrote to a rela-
tive in Shanghai, under date of July
9, saying:

“The foreign legations are still un-
«captured but, owing to the daily fight-
ing, it is reported that only about 300
persons are left alive in the legations,
and, if there is any delay in the arri-
‘val of the relief foree, I fear

NONE WILL BE LEFT

40 receive it.”

“This letter is regarded in Shanghai
‘as authentic. Strange enough, it says
nothing of any assistance to the ‘lega-
tions by Prince Ching or Gen Lung
Lu.”

‘While these brief sidehghts as to the
fate of the Buropeans leave little
ground for hope, Shanghai sends a
batch of reports indicative of prepara-
tions for hostilities on the part of the
Chinese. It is alleged that Yang Tse
viceroys have sent deputies to Shang-
hai to inquire as to the prospect of
raising a foreign loan, ostensibly to
pursue military operations against
the Boxers, whose movement is exten-
ding rapidly southward with constant-
ly growing strength, and has reached
a point where the provinces. of Shan
Tung, Ho Nan and Shan Si meet, leav-
ing behind it a trail of burned mis-
sions and murdered Christians.

Simultaneously there is a movement
northward of Southern Chinese troops
to join the main army gathered to op-
pose the foreign advance on Pekin.
The strength of this principal force is
now estimated at 300,000 men.

It is believed@ that
three weeks must elapse before the
Chinese preparations are c¢ompleted.
It is reported that 3,000 Chinese troops
and more guns are being sent to rein-
force the garrison of the Kiang-Yin
forts, commanding the ¢ntrance to the
Yang Tse Kian, 90 miles east of Nan-
kin.

Chang Chi Tung, viceroy of Wu
Chang, on the Yank Tse Kiang, tele-
graphs that he is apprehensive that he
will not be able to res‘rain his troops
for more than another ten aays.

He says that he has thrown the
breech blocks of the guns command-
ing Hankow into the river.

These

SIGNS OF UNREST

in the southern provinces are co-inci-

irelying upon the safety of these rain-

another two or ¥

. a view of rpreventing the Xuropean

é g
“with I:l Hung Chang’s presence

letter. the substa.nce of which‘ in Shanghal.They are supposed to be

against the foreigners. In this con-
nection the Canton correspondent of
the Daily Telegraph, wiring. Tuesday,
sends the following important news:

“Viceroy Tak Su today published the
following mandate:

“An important royal decree w -1
D val decree was 18- ., " pugssians are concentrating forces

sued on the 23rd day of the 6th rnoon,
It says:

‘“We have lost Tien Tsin and ‘great
precautions are taken in Pekin. No
peace can be obtained without going
through a war. In the time of Chang

an agreement was made that no mur- ;

der can be inflicted upon ministers
from abroad. It is a month since the
minister of Germany was assassinated
by Boxers, and strict orders have been
given for the arrest of the murderers.
We are trying our utmost to preserve
the lives of ithe other ministers and
they are still in Pekin. We fear that
the viceroys and governors may un-
derstand the intentien of the decree,

isters as a ground for making peace
and taking no heed whatever to pre-
pare for ‘attack and defence. The
neglect to fortify the districts under
their jurisdiction will

BRING ENDLE&Q CALAMITY.
Viceroys amnd. govemors are to pay
attention to and urge on preparations
for coast attack and defence, and they
are to take the .consequences in case
of any territory being lost entirely
through thgjr carelessness.”

“Europeans herg understand 'hor-
cughly the last part. of the edict,
which means that the viceroys and

3
{ Chwang.
the beginning of a general declaration |

-gitvation at ' Pekin.
‘which was forwarded by the naval of-

governors are commanded by the em-
press dowager to prepare for a Chinese
war against the allied powers. Vice- |
roy Tak 'Su is bitterly anti-foreign,
and he is mcreasing his army and ar-
maments, “Military” dnd ‘marine. . He
has lodged ‘an objection through the
prefect of Kwang-Chou to four small
gunboats, two French, one American
and one British, that are here to
safeguard the lives of foreigners, and
he asks that they be moved . beyond
the Bogue forts.

“His .plans will be unmasked short-
ly after the allied powers ascertain
definitely the facts concerning the,
massacre at Pekin. Chinese gun-
boats infest the channel at the back
of the Shameen, and 18 Chinese gun-
boats lie awaiting orders below the
imperial government wharf. The
Cantonese ' are daily becoming more
hostile 2nd the situation is ecritical.
Business is almost at a standstill, and
leprosy -and plague- claim fresh vic-
tims daily.

“Native Christians assert that the

 changed of gourse, but it is &

NOTORIOUS BILACK IFLAG CHIEF,
LAO,

who inflicted reverses on the French
in the Tonquin war, now refuses to;
obey Li Hung Chsng’s command to g0 |
north and fight-the Boxers. Iis sol-
diers are here and compose the-crews
of the gunbcats in the 8hameen.”
Accordirg to the Shanghai corres-
rcndent of the « Times, Ii: dung
Chang is reciding .at:the residence of
Liu, who was the envoy of the em-
press dowager in the secret mission to
Japan. He hkes received secret in-
structions to remain at Shanghai and
to endeavor to cpen negotiations with

advance.

With this accumulation of evidence
of an impending big struggle comes
«lso the news of disagreements be-
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tween the powers ard the foreign
manders, which threaten 4o ha
united action and to gnconrm
ncse resistance. i
A conference of the edmirals
Taku, called to settle the question
garding the management of th
stored railway, decided in" favor
Russian control, only the British -
American admirals dissenting. . -
The Tien Tsin correspondent
D’iily Mail insists upon the n
of a single leader and of a genera
headquarters, with an intemgen\,e
fice. He says:

“Much valuable - time is wasted‘pa' '

the present system. Little scouttngfs
dcne and very few guides are’ em-
ployed. The allies. have no lnteﬂi—
gence regarding the position or qum-
bers of the en@=my. The sapplies:|of
food and. medical stores, as.: well 28
the number of surgcons, are innuﬂ-
cient.”
The Chinese have

forced the Russians to. withdraw a
number of troops from Tien 'Tsin,
while 3,000 troops have been sent.
Port Arthur. It is reported that'
entire army corps is being mobilized |

{ at Odessa for transport to Taku by
i the volunteer fleet.

It is reported from Niu Chwang that

at a point fifteen miles east of that
fort and are awaiting reinforcements
before advancing on Mukden, “ Man-
churia. The Boxers have wrecked the
bridges of the Shan Hai Kwan section
of the railway. = vt
The morning papers do not comment
upon the reported differences of policy
between the United States and Europe,
probably preferring, as the Daily Gra-
phic says, to wait for more authentic
information on the subject.” There ap-
pears to be a difficulty, ewing to the
Russian censorship, to get an accurate
idea of the situation in Manchuria.
The government despatches block the
available wires and little private news
comes through. Nevertheless there
are rumors that the situation #s more
serious than it is officially represented
to be and that the Russians have been
driven back while trying to save the]
southern portion of the eastern rail-
way. - "
DEEPENS THE MYSTERY.

WASHINGTON, July 25.—The re-
ceipt at Tien Tgsin of an undoubtedly |
genuine and ' autographic - message
from Minister Conger ‘has done noth-
ing to dissipate the doubt ‘as -to 'the
The: message,

ficers at Tien Tsin, Taku -and Che
Foo, has indeed served only to deepén
the darkest-&and saddest mystery of the

| century.

The cfficial concluslon remnlxvs un-

that a careful -serutiny -of, the auto—
graph message in comparisen with the)~
famovs cipher message from: Minis-.
ter Ccrger j@dmits: of the, bel!ef that
the two messages were indited by Mr.”
Ccnger at about the same: time, The
assumption -~ that this reasoning is

‘ccrrect involves the further conclusion

that Mr. Conger's cipher message,. if

| genuine, was redated as of :the 18th of

July, two wveeks later than the date
of actual writing ¢nd of course, if re-
dated at all, that was dcpe by Chinese
officials. On the other hand, and in
support of the state department’s po-
sition, came today a message from
another of the great Chinese viceroys,
Tak at Canton, he who tcok charge
after Li Huvng Chang’s departure.

It is noted that Tak’s assurance
brings the ministers one day farther
tewards ultimate rescue than has any
preceding mes sage.

S

WILL GET A MESSAGE IN FIVE
DAYS.

LONDON, July Z26€.-The Shanghai
correspondent of the Daily Express,
telegraphing yesterday, says:

‘““A general rising throughout China
is now regarded as so absolutely cer-
tain that all the micsionaries through-
out, the empir2 have been ordered to
take refuge without delay, either at
Shanghai or Heng Kong.  Refugees
are beginning to arrive from all points
in the most pitiable condition.

‘“As the result of a constant corres-
pondence with the governor of Shan
Tung, Li Hung Chang this evening
announced that the imperial govern-
ment has prepared at any moment to
give a safe convoy to the members of
the .foreign legations from Pekin to
Tien Tsin, provided a guarantee were
given that no advance would be made
upon the capital and that$all matters
in dispute between <China and the
powers would be made the subject of
friencly negotiaticns.

“In the same communication to the
consuls Earl Li stated that the im-
perial government had submitted to
the powers a statement of its posi-
tion, declarirg that it had suffered
greatly by recent evenis, but desired
not cnly tc¢ suppress rebellion but also
to remove the causes of ithe hostility
of foreign powers. Therefore he hoped
that the ¢ffer to escort the foreigners
to Tien Tsin would be regarded as an
earr.est of the desire of the Chinese
government for the renewal of friend-
ly relations.”

“The consuls replied that no hasis
for friendly negotiaticns was possible
until proof was at t&and that the min-
isters were still living. Consul War-
ren declined to discuss the matter at
all, but in ‘his reply to the -French
consul, Li Eung Chang undertook to
shtain a satisfactory ~ message from
the French minister (M. Pichon) with-
in five days.”

SALISBURY WANTS PRQOF.

LONDON, July 25.—The British pre-
mier and minister of foreign affairs,
Lord Salisbury, today nctified- the
United States ambassador here, Joseph
Chioate, that it was impcssible to ac-
cept the evidence so far submitted by
the Chinese or that transmitted by
the Urited States regarding the safety
of the foreign ministers at Pekin as
conclusive, and that until their safety

The crltical situa.tion mi ;

. The

was thoroughly established the Brit-

ish government would be wunable to-

JULY 28, 1900.

any question of mediation or
ma ars.

£ z
i

'LONDON July 27 430 a. m.—All
. powers ' appear to have received
iical Chinese appeal for medi-

65, g,é.ni‘n the ahsence of deﬂnlte

s e ng the fate ©of the minis-

®nd of any reliable’ indications of
réfld origin of the appeal, it seems
Salisbury, the premier, con-

'¢ ‘{t ‘was not evén nécessary to

lsh ‘the féct" that the appeal had

to-do anything be-

cknowledging it, with

grhdps an intimation that nothing

cculd be done until news’ I'rom Pekin
arrived.

f it could be asoerta.lned beyond
d&um that the reports of massacre at
Pekin weré unfounded—and -there is a
&n-posmon tc belisve that the

, aftar all, be bcld as
. Salisbury’s’ - policy

Beslnnl'ng to be bblleved xt- Shanghal
Canton and other points’ that the
cer’ s are as completely ia the dark
affairs in Pekin as the ‘Turapeans
mselv ;
canwhile: the dcings of i Hung
ang "’re regarded with ever

}_ I’\CREASII\G SLSPICION
while the sitiation

. With the report that the allies will
begin the advance upon P&kin in a
fortnight, and-in view of A@miral Sey-
mour’s visit of inspection to the Yang
Tde Kiang‘, the feeling- is that no great
time “Will elapse. before mitiers - as-
suine 'a mcre definite shape. The Vice-
roy of ‘Nankin still professes to ke

l;ie, with'-the @fd of the ‘ether Yang

T vn':eﬂoys ‘to Eeep -order;-but he
declarei that it Etrope sends warships
it wll]kas surcdiy lead to an gnti-foreign
odthreak. If it -be true that:the Jap-

e kave started a campa!gn from

SHan Hai Kwan, that alse.will' pre-

cf a@p mutters, but the xren%rt ‘to this

t facks confirmation. 77
t' is ‘Téported from Tier Tsin that
the Chinese forées are comcentrating
ag the villege «T Getsang, ten miles
north of Tien Tsin, where; ‘it i said,
large quant!ties ot ‘rice are,stored.
The Russian.and Japanese cavalry
are keeplng in close touch with the
enemy. ';l‘ho river is s£till low, and
water tra: sport would be. difficult.
With referefice to the coéntrol of the
railway, 'it i2 understood that Mr. |
Kinder, .the British ewgineer, has ar-
ranged with the Chinese general for
the ‘protection of the line beyoné
Pei Torg.  Therefore Russian control
copld” only apply to the Tien Tsin-
Takuy and Pei Tang sections.
If this arrangement is disturbed it

4 i3 believed the destruction of the line!

bm‘mﬂtab]e.

#"There 4§ “an unconfirmed Chinese res
port that 60° Prétestant and Catholic
mrissionarles 7Y

HAVE BEE,N MASSACRED

in Ki Yuan Fu'and the vicinity, The
Shanghai correspcndent of the Daily
Mail, describing the massacre at Muk-
den, says:

‘“’The bichop had sent 200 converts to
defend the cathedral and a body of
Chinese trocps had been sent to de-
fenl the converts, but the -soldiers
were leagued with the Boxers. While
the Christians were holding a service,
believing themselves safe under  the
protection of the troops, ‘the signal
was given and soldiers and Boxers
surrounded and set fire to the church,
putting the =2scapiag worshippers to
ihe sword. The bishop was captured
and taken - 'to the viceroy’s yamen,
where he was diabolically tortured and
decapitated. His head now hangs in
front of the yamsan.”

There is little fresh news :egarding
the

SITUATION IN MANCHURIA.

Russians inflicted another seii-
.ous defeat upon the Chinese at Fort
Echo on July 22. From Kobe comes a
report that eight battalions of Rus-
sians have been compelled to leave
Vladivostok and Tien Tsin on account
of the Manchuria trouble.

Telegrams have arrnived.at St. Pet-
ersburg, by a circuitous route, dated
Pekin, June 15 and June 18, describing
the origin of the trouble.. They come
from the director of the Russo-Chinese
bank in Pekin. He says in part:

“The German legation on June 13
arrested: an anti-Christian brigand.
This was the signal for an anti-Chris-
tian uprising, and at six in the even-
:ing the anti-Christians set fire to the
American church and burned it to the
ground. The Europeans then barri-
caded the legations and the rioters

ssacked and burned the houses in the

European quarter.”

It further appears from. these advi-
ces that by June 18 the legations were
besieged and the Chinese government
had attempted to involve the aid of
M. DeGiers (the Russian minister) and
Mr. Conger to prevent the advance of
Russian troops to Pekin.

SMUGGLERS CAUGHT WITH ARMS

LONDON, July 27.—The Canton cor-
respondent of the Daily Telegraph, in
a despatch dated Wednesday, says:

“There are daily arrests of ‘Boxers’
and smugglers caught loaded with
arms - and ammunition. Executions
continually follow, but the rowdy ele-
ment remains practically undismay-
ed, In the country districts the peo-
ple are more threatening and bolder
than in the city. Their inflammatory
placards are freely posted.”

MINISTERS SAFE JULY SIX-
TEENTH.

TOKIO, Tuesday 24.—A message re-
ceived here from Shanghai yesterday
makes the following cssertions:

“Yuan Shi Kai (governor of Shan
Tung) has received a letter from Pe-
kin, dated July 18, declaring that a
legation courier was captured by the
Ckinese guards on July 16, and -ithat
thereupon Gen. Yung Lu petitioned
the throne to employ the courier as a
messenger to ccmmunicate with the
ministers.

‘“This was carried out, and a reply

was received tkat all the ministers.

in ‘the- southern |
‘provinces daily grows worse.
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were well, and were unanimous in fa-
voring the restcration of peace.

“An official of the Tsung  Li Yamen
afterwards visited the legation and in-
terviewed a minister; and*it was sub-
sequently decided to petiticn the Em-
peror to supply the legations with food
2nd to send them to Tien Tsin.

“Yung Lu is said to have great dif-
ficully  in .intervening between the
foreiga.  soldiers. guarding the  south

'&ioka, bridge_and the Tongo troops on
Fighting has now

the. north side.
vaased, however.”
REPORT FROM ADMIRAL

: KEMPFF.

WASHINGTON, July 26.—The navy
department has just made public the
following additional chapter in Ad-
miral Ken pff’s report:

U.. S. Flagship Newark, Taku, China, June

20. 1900.

Sir—Referring to my recent actions in de-
clining to take part in the seizure of the
Taku forts and in afterward making com-
mon cause with the foreign forces in dhe

protection of foreign life and property, I
would respectfully state that the Chinese
government is now paralyzed, and the secret

edicts show that it is in sympathy with the
Boxers,
2—T1he fact that under the existing circum-

stances the troops .at the forts were given
much extra drills,
and it is claimed planted in the entrance of
the Pei Ho, was considered menacing and
by other senior naval officers sufficient cause
to justify them in demanding the tempor-
ary occupation of the forts.

torpedoes were provided

This culminat-
ed in the bombardment of the forts by othcr

foreign gunboats on the morning of  the
17th inst., which has been described.
be mbardment the Monocacy was fired upon
and struck - withcut having reeeived pre-

In this

xvious warning.

s—It is now necessary to join. with the
cther foreign powers for. common defence
and preservation of foreign ypeople and-the
honor of cur country.

4—1 refused to join in taking passession
of the imperial Chinese railway station, and
also declined ‘to join in the demand for tem-
porary cccupation of the Taku forts, for I
thought it against the policy and wishes of
our government to be entangled with other
foreign powers.in such a step, and also it
endangered - the lives of people in the iu-
terior in advance of absolute necessity, for
ap to early morning of June 17th the Chi-
nese government had not committed, so far
as I am aware, any act of open hostility to-
ward the foreign armed forces.

£—In opening fire without warning an act
of war was committed, whea many shots
were fired at the place where the Monocacy
was moored, about 3,000 yards. from the
forts. Those firing must have known of her
presence there, as she had been ' moored in
that nosition for a number of days..

Under these circumtances I regarded the
situation as- one for the protection”of’ the
national horor and the preservation of our
people and have acted accordingly.

Very respectfully,
LOUIS KEMPFF,

Rear Admiral U. S. N., second in command
U..S. N. force, Amatlc station.

WANT POS&T‘IVE PROOF.

LONDON, July 26.—Last Saturday
the Chinese minister, Sir Chi Chen Lo
Feng Luh, handed the foreign office a
long telegram purporting to come from
Emperor Kwang Su, soliciting , Great
Britain’s good offices to bring about
peace in terms similar to the appeals
addressed to President McKinley and
President Loubet. Thus far the gov-
ernment has not replied, as it is felt
that in the present anomalous circum-
stances the precise origin of the tele-
gram is doubtful.

LOND®ON, July 27.—The Hong Kong
correspondent of the Daily ~ Express
wires ‘as follows, under yesterday’s
date: ’

“An Italian priest has just arrived
from Hen Sien Fu, in seuthern Fu An,
where the Italian bishop and three
priests have been massacred, after
revolting torture. This took place on
July 4. Six hundrcd converis were
massacred after the women had been
subjected to hideous brutalities. Six
other priests fled to the hills, where
they were probably killed. The priest
who escaped had” a perilous journey to
Hong Kong. He hid
board 2 river boat for seventeen days.”

BBERLIN, July 26.—The German for-
eign office, which has received no ad-

pation. At th

in a coffin on

ditional news from China today, points ;
out that the conditions for mediation
demanded by President McKinley, .
published in Berlin this morning, place
the United States in substantially the -
same . position as Germany and France.
Nevertheless the German press con-
tinues to assert that the Washington..
government is trying to part company
‘with the powers. .

The Vorwaerts contrasts Presiden,t
McKinley’s answer to the Chinese note
with ' Count Von Buelow’s, praising
‘President McKinley’s as a master-
piece and saying:

‘“The American presiient plays upon
China’s sympathy without in the least
degree committing himself. While he
states  certain conditions clearly.and
energetically, he avoids every. threat
and all rude rattling of the sabre.”

Count Von Buelow, before going to
Bremer Haven, had an interview with
the Russian ambassadoér and subse-.
quently with the American. On .the
following day, Tuesday, he conferred
with the ambassadors of Austria, Hun-
gzry, Frande, Italy and Great Britain.
It is understood that the Chinese situ-
ation was discussed.”

AFTER CHAMBERLAIN.

Liberals Again Aired Their Old -Charges.
and Asked that the Colonial Secretary’s
Salary be Reduced.

LONDON, July 25.—Discussionof the:
colonial office vote led to a spirited der-
bate in the  house of commons today,
in the course of which liberals again
aired most of the old charges against
the colonial secretary, Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain, and indulged. in. criti--
cisms of the war in South Africa, Fin-
ally Sir Wilfrid Lawson moved a re-
duction of Mr. Chamberlain’s salary
as a mark of censure of his policy.

Mr. Chamberlain, in replying, wel-
comed the issue raised by the.motion,
which, he declared, meant that the
war was wrong and that, consequently,
annexation of thewSouth African re-
publics was wrong and their indepen-
dence should be restored to them. In
his opinion, however, the: war was just
and righteous-and should not be judg-
ed by its consequence in lass of life.

Mr. Chamberlain charged the radi-
cals with - condoning rebellion. . The
policy of the government, however,
was not vindictive and instead of
subjecting the rebels tq: the-death pen-
alty ‘or imprisonment, it only prepose&
to disarm’ them < politically; for tenm;
years. -~ As regards the future, there. -
woilld he an jndefinite military occu-
arliest moment a civil
administration would be established.
The government desired to give: the
stdtes at the earliest possible moment
a system of self-government similar to
that enjoyed by the other British col-
onies.

The oppositien did not spare Mr.
Chamberlain. Liberal members sharp-
ly interrupted him with migquoting
other speakers, and reminded him that
the whole history of South Africa the
past seven years had furnished sub-
stantial ground for him to be suspec-
ted in all his actions.

Sit Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the
liberal leader in the house of com-
mons, declared that Mr. Chamberlain
had prestituted the occasion to the

‘purpose of making an electioneering

speech.

A. J. Balfour, government leader-in
the house, moved closure, which was
carried, 169 ayes to 100 noes. The mo-
tion on redustion of Mr. Chamberlain’s
salary was then lost, 208 noes to 52 ayes
and the colon!al office vote was agreed
to.

The parliament building in Well-
ington, New Zealand, is the largest
wooden structure in the world,




