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The Cohquest of the Pole|

By Dr. Frederick A. Cook

CHAPTER I

The expadition was equipped at Glou-
cester, Mass. All was ready on the
evening of Julr 8, 1907. Achore bhoys
were testing their - firaworks for the
morrow of celebration, but abhoard, as
our vessel, the John R. Bradley. with-
drew from the pier, all was quiet, There
were no visiting crowds of curiosity
geckers, no tooting whistles
cur departure.

An Arctic expedition had been horn
without the usual public bombast.
There was, indeed, no excuse
clamor. Neither the help of the gov-

ernment nor the contributions of pri-
vate individuals had been sought. The !
ang its !

project was quietly glven life
expenses were paid by John RR. Bradley.
Its destiny was shaped by {he writer.

A Private Venture

Mr. Bradley was interested in game |

animals of the North. I was inter—

ested in the game of the Polar quest. ;

For the time being the business con-
cerned us only.
successful there would be time enough
to raise the banner of vietory., If it
failed none had the privilege of heap-
ing upon us the unmerited abuse which
comies to the returning Polar traveller.

As we headeda for the boreal wilds

and ploughad with satisfying force the :
chilled northern waters, there was time |
to. re-examine the equipment and re-}
view prospective contingenca's of the |

campaign. In a brief month all had

been prepared for the peculiar mis- ¢
sion. We had purchascd a strong Glou- |

cester fishing schooner, fitted with a
motor, covered for ice and loaded down

49 Avenue Del!

signalled

for :

If the venture proved !

with suitable supplies for a prolonged
period.

One morning the bold cliffs of Cape
York were daily outlined in the gray
mist which screened the land. A storm
had carried so much ice against the
coast that a near approach was impos-
sible, and continued wilds kept up a
sea, which made it cqually a difficulty
to land on the ice,

At North Star Bay

Though anxijus to meet the natives
at Cape York we were forced to turn
and set a ccurse for the neat village at
North Star Bay. ' At noon the sooty
clouds separat»d and in the north,
thryvgh the narrow breaks, we saw the
stecp slopes and warm color of crim-
con cliffs restinz on the rising water.

Parting through the air were count-
less guillernots, gulls, little auks and
eider duck. We were in the ice free
north waters, where creatures of the
Arctic find a marine oasis in the midst
of a Polar desert.

The coast was about *wo thousand
feet high, evidently the remains of an
old table land which extends a consid-
erable distance northward.

A Valley of lce

Here and there were short glaciers,
which had ciut down the cliffs in theit
efforts to push to the sea level

Beyond the long, straight line of red
cliffs a conical rock. a navizator's
sign post, rose from the decp. Soon
the long i(;-: wall of Petowik glacier
| rose, and beyond, to the castward, we
percrived the swaying line of the over-
lend sea of ice, which submerges the
interior of all Greenland.

This king of coast extends to the
{ land’s end. It is the abundant sea life
which makes human habitation just
possible here, though land animals are
a'so important.

The people of the farthest north are
crowded into a natural reservation by
the Arctic ice wall of Melville Bay in
the south and she stuvpendous line of
cliffs of Humboldt glacier in the north.

This coast extends over ¥mt three
| degrces of latitude, but with its many
bays and the great fords of-Wolsten-
holme sound and Ingiefield gulf the sea
line is drawn out to about four thou-
sand miles,

Home of the Eskimos

Widely scattered in sinall villages,
the northernmost Eskimo finds here a
good living. A narrow band of rocky
lJand khetween the land ice and the sea
offers grasses, upon which feed ptarmi-
gan, hare and caribou. [

Numerous cliffs and islands afford a
resting place in summer for myriads of
marine birds that seek the small life
of the icy waters. Blue and white fox
{ wander everywhere. Seal, walrus,
! norwhale and white whale sport in the
summer sun, while the bear, kinz of
the Polar wilds, roams over the sea at
all times, seeking abundant game, this
little tribe of most primitive man does
not feel his hopeless isolation.

The yacht dodged the icebergs and
dangerous rocks in the fog about Cape
Athol, then turned eastward to Cross
Wolstenholme Sound. As we neared
Table Mountain, which guards Nerth
Star Bay, many natives came out
Kayakas to meet us, Some were re-
cognized as old friends. There was
Myah, he of many wives, and Obloiah
who had executed Angodgibsah, styled
_the villain by Gibson, at Redcliife
house, and Pincoota, husband of the

the only Hyvbrid children of the tribe.
Later XKnute Rasmussen, a Danish
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{ about these,

Queen, in whose family are to be found ;

{ heavy trunks and well rounded limbs.

Dr: Cook as He Looked After a Previous Trip

writer, living as a native among the
people, came abroad. WJith him we
got better acquainted during the win-
ter.

Our engines were disabled by a loose
universal joint so we lowered a launch
and two dories 1o tow the yacht to safe
anchorage. At high tide the vessel
was grounded, a propeller, which had
been bent was straightened, and the |
universal joint put to rights. In the
meantime the launch was kent rusi-
ing to and fro with Mr. Bradiey and the
writer -as nassengers. On shore the
harpoon gun was tried and around the
bay waters we baggzed a number of
eider duck.

L
Eskimo Town Visited

Late at night a visit was made to the
town of Omanooi. Thore ware scuen
triangular sealskin tents, convenien'ly
placed on picturcsque rceks. Gathered
in large numbers, were
men, women and children, shivering in
the midnight chill. They were odd
looking specimens of humanity. In
height the men averaceld but five feet
two inches, and the women four feet
ten inches. All had broad, fat faces,

Their skin was slightly bronzed. Men
and women had coal black hair " ai®l
brown eves. The nose was short, and
the hands and feet were short but
thick.

A genial woman was found at every
tent opening, ‘ready to receive the vis-
itors in due form. We ontered and had
a short chat with each family.

There was not much news to ex—.
change. After we had gone ovcr the!

list of marriages and deaths, the luck |
of the chase became the topie of coa-
versation.

V/omen Were Scarce

It was & period of mhnogamy. Myah
had egchanged a plurality of wives for
a larger team of dogs, and there was
but one other man in the tribe with
two wives.

marriageable men were force

zo the advantages of married life be-
cause there were not enough wives for
all. \By mutuai agreement several men
pad exchanged wives; in other cases
women had chosen other part s, and
the changes were made seemingly to
the advantage of all, for no regrets
were expressed.

With no law, no literature and no
fixed custom to fasten the matrimonial
bond, these simple but intelligent peo-
ple control their destinies with remark-
able success.

There was an average of three fat,
clever children for each family, the
youvngest, as a rule, resting in a pocket
on the mcther's back.

Dwellings of tne Eskimos

The tent had a raised platform, upon
which all slept. The edge of this made
a seat, and on each side were placed
<icne lamps, in which blubber was
burned, with moss as a wick. Over this
was a drying rack, and there was other
furniture.

The dress of furs gave the Eskimos
a look of savage fierceness which their
kindly faces and easy temperamcnt did
not warrant :

On board the yacht there had been
busy days of barter. Furs and ivory
had been gatherad in heaps in exchange
for gun® knives and necdles. Every
seaman, from cabin boy to captain, had

i scen on a pan of drift ice far ahead of

suddenly got rich in the gamble of
trade for prized blue fox skins and nar-
whale tusks.

Some Great Bargains

The Eskimos were equally elated with
their end of the bargain. For a beauti-
fu! fox ckin, of less use to a native
than a dog pelt, he has sezured a pocket
knife that would scrve him hall a life-
time. ;

A woman had exchanged her fur
pants, werth a hundrad dollass, for a
red poeket handk:rchiaf, with which
she would decorate her hecad and
imloo fcr years to come,

Another had given her bearskin mits

| for neeiles, and conveyed the idea that

she hag the long cnd of the trade. A
fat youth with only o smile, displaved
with glee two bright tin cups, one for
hitnself and one for his prospective
bride. AN of this giitver had bven re-
ceived in exchange for an ordinary
ivory horn worth about ninety dollars.

The Yacht Again Afioat .

The midnight tide lifted tha yacht on
an even keel from her makeshift dry
dock on the beach, and she was pulled
out into the bay and anchored for a’
few hours. OOmanoi was but one of
eix villagas in which the tribe had
divided its two hundred apd fifty peo-
ple for the current Seasou. *

To study the people, to further en-
courage the game of barter and to en-
joy the :are sport of yachting and
hunting in man’s northcrmost haunts,
wea prepared to visit as many villages
as possibkle.

In the morning the anchor was raised
and the yacht set sail to a light wind,
headed for more n®rthern villages., It
was a gray day with a qulet sea. The
sueed of the yacht was not fast enough
to be exciting, so Mr. Bradley suggest-
cd lowering the :aunzh for a ’rack at
ducks, or a chase of walrus, or a drive
at anything that hapnened to cut the
waters,

The harpoon gun was taken, as it
was hoped that a whale might come

, our way, but the gun provad unsatis-

factory and did not contribute much to
our sport. We wepa able to run all
arounrd the yvacht as she slowly sailed
over Wolstenholme sound.

Duclks were secured in abundanece.
Serals were given chase, buit they were
able to escape our craft. Nearing
gaunders’ Island a herd of walrus was

the yacht. The magneto was pushed,
the carburetor onened, and out we
rushed” after the shouting beasts.

Two with splendid tusks were Ob-
tained, and two tons of meat blubber
were turned over to our Eskimo allies.

The days of hunting proved quite
strenuous, and in the evening we were
glad to sec the comfort of our cosy
cabins when roast eider duck had filled
a large gap.

Au Eskimo W!dow's Story

Among the Eskimo passengers pacing
the deck was a widow, who, in tears,
told us the story of her life, a story
which offered a peep into the comedy
and tragedy of Eskimo existence. She
had arranged a den under a shelter of
sealskins among anchor chains. We
had offered a large bed with straw in
it, and a place between decks as a bet-
ter nest for her brood of youngsters,
but she refused, saying she preferred
the open air on deck.

To my auestion as to how the world
had used her she burfed her face in her
hands and began to mutter to her two
boys, the youngest just in pants. I
knew her early history, so could un-
derstand her story without hearing all
her waords between sobs.

and, as a foreign belle, her hand was
sought early. At thirteen Ikawa in-
troduced her to a wedded life not
strewn with blubber. He was cruel
and not always truthful, a sin for
which his prother, the Angikok, or doc-
tor, was without his consent put out of
harm’s way.

Two girls graced their home. One
was now married, When the youngest
was out of her hood, Ikawa took the
children and invited her to leave, say-.
ing that he had taken to wife Ahtah, 2
plump maid and a good seamstress.
Manee had neither advantage, but
she knew something of human nature,
and soon found another husband, 2a
good deal older, but better than the
first. Their life was a hard one, for
Nordingwah was not a good hunter,
but their home was peaceable, quiet
and happy. Two children enlivenéd it.
Both were at her side on the yvacht, .a
boy of eight, the only deaf and dumb
Eskimos in all thg ljpd, and a thin,
pale weakling of time.

A Tragedy of the Arctic

~ Both had been condemned by the
Eskimo law cf the survival of the fit-
test, the first because of insufficient
senses and the second because it was
under three and still on its mother's
back when the father passed away.
They were not to participate in the
strife of life. But an unusual mother
loved them. A few days before the
previous winter the old father, anxious
ta provide warm bear skins for the
prolonged night, had ventured alone
far up into the mountains. His gun
went off accidentally afid he never re—
turned. s

The executor of the brother of
Manee's former husband was kind to
her for thewgng night and kept famine
from her door. In the summer day she
had been abtle to keep herself, but who
could provide for her for the night to
come? Her only resource was to seck the
chilleq heart of her former husband
and we were performing the unpleasant
mission of taking her to him as wife
No. 2. i
When we later saw Ikawa he did not
thank us for the trouble we had taken,
but we had expected no reward.

The sneed of the yacht increa§ed as
the night advanced. A sSnow squall
frosted the decks, and to escépe the icy
air we sought our warm berths early.
At four o'clock in the morn:ng the gray
gloom separated and  the warm sun
poured forth a suitable wealth of
August rays. In a few moments tae
winter frosts was changed to summer
giories.

At this time we passed the ica-
battered and storm-siwept cliff of Cape
Parry. Beyond was Whale Sound, on a
san of gold, strewn with ice islands of
ultramarine nd alabaster, whal:s
spouted and walsas  spurted. he
grampus was *out early for a .fight.
Large flocks of little auks rushed vver
on hurricd reission.

The wing was light, but the engines
pulled us along at a Dpace just fast
enough to al'ow us to enjoy the superb

blu there was a stronz head wind and
enough ice about to engasge the eye of
the lookout.

We aimed here to
guides and with them
Olrick’s Bay.? While

secure Eskimo
seek caribou in
ihe yacht was

surroundings. In the afternoon we were |
well into Ingleficld Gulf, and near Itti- |

tacking for a favorable berth in the
drift off Kanga the launch was lowered
and we sought to interview the rks-
kimos of Ittiblu. The ride was a wet
one, and Mr. Bradley had the first im-
portant use for his raincoat, as a
short choppy sea pourad icy spray over
us and tumbled us about with vigorous
thumps.

Women the Same Evarywhere

There were only one, a few childrén
and about a score of dogs at the
place.. The woman talked quickly and
explained at some length that her hus-
band and others were away on a cari-
bou, hunt and she told us without 2
leading question the news of the tribe

for{g year.

After gasping for breath like a
smothered seal, she began with news of
previous years and a history of the
forgotten ages. We started back for
launch and she invited herself to the
pleasure of our company to the beach.

An Eskimo Trade

We had only gone a few steps before
it occurred to her that she was in need
of something. Would we not give her a
few boxgs of matches in exchange for
a_narwhal tusk. We would be delight-
ed, said Mr. Bradley, and a handful of
sweets that went with the bargain. Her
boy brought down two ivory tusks,each
eight feet in length, -+ The two were
worth one hundred and fifty dollars.

Had we a knife to spare? Yes, a tin
spoon was also given just to show that
we were likeral.

The yacht was headed northward,
across Inglefield Gulf. This made fair
wind, and we cut tumbling seas of
ebony with a racing dash. Though the
wind was strong, the air was remark—
ably clear. The great chiselled cliffs
of Cape Acklan rose in terraced
grandeur under the midnight sun. The
distance was over twelve miles, but we
had hardly finished last evening the
series of submerged rocks and shallow
water.

It is necessary for deep sea craft to
give Karnah a wide perth. There we
bergs enough about to hold the water
down, though an occasional sea Trose
with a sickenirg; thumpb.

The launch towed the Gory, of which
Manee and her children were the only
occupants. We preferred to give her
the luxury of privacy of a separate con-
veyance for several reasons. the most
important being the necessity of af-
fordi®z room for her dogs and her
household furniture, consisting of three
bundles of skins and sticks.

Fiornah was to be her future home,
and as we neared the shore we tried to
locate Tkawa, but thare was not a man
in town. Five women, fifteen children

_ana forty-five dogs came out to meet

us. The moen were on a hunting canmx
paign and their location was not ex-
actly known.

Attahtungwah, Manee's rival, a fat, -
unsociable creature, stood on a useful ,

stone whefe we chose to land, and did
not accommodate us with footing on
tte same platform. She had not seen

Manee for seven years, but she scented !

the game and gave us the cold shoulder
for the nart we had innocently played
in it. Ikawa was not there, SO no
ope: breach of otiguette could be pos-
sible.

A Thrifty Eskimo Camp

There were five sealskin tents pitche®
among the bowlders of a glacial stream.
An immense quantity of narwhal meat
was placed on the rocks and stones to
dry. Skins were stretched on the grass
and a general air of thrift was shown
about the plac:. Buundles of seal-skins,
packages of pelts ani much ivory were
byought out to trade and establish
friendly intercourse. We zave thwgm
sugar, tobacco and ammunition in
quantities to suit their own esttmate of
value. '

The fat waman entered her tent and
we saw no more of her during our stay.
for she did not venture to trade as did
the others. Manee was kindly treated
by the other village folk, and a pot
steaming with oily meat was soon
served in her honor, We were cordially
invited to partake of the feast, but had
a convenient excuse, just having a
meal. : \

Would we not place ourselves at ease
and stay for a day or two, as their hus-
bands would soon return. We were
forced to decline their hospitality, for
without the harbor there was too much
wind to keep the yacht waiting.

Eskimos have no system of salutation
except a greeting smile or a parting
look of regret. We got both at the
same time as we stepped into the
jaunch and shoutad good-bye.

Aboard the captain was told to pro-
ceed to Cape Robertson. "Bhe wind
eased, a fog eame over from the inland
ice and blotted out the landscape down
to about a. thousand feet, but under
this air was clear.

(To be continued.)
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| MAGE PRESENTATION
T0 MR, P. SINCLAIR

The home of Mr. and Mrs. P. Sinclair,
was recently the scene of a Dpleasing
event. Mr, Sinclair has for the past
thirty-three years held the office of
clerk of 3rd Baptist church, Hillsboro,.
a position he has worthily filled, and
bis friends thought it an opportune
.time to celebrate the occasion. After
a short time spent \in friendly greet-
ings, Wm. Lauder took the chair and
4in a few well chosen remarks explain®
ed the object of their visit, presenting
Mr. Sinclair with a handsome writing
desk and purse. Although completely
| taken by surprise Mr. Sinclair very
feelingly responded, thanking the
many friends not only for their beau-
tiful gifts but for their sympathy and
good will. John W. Woodworth and
Mrs. John N. Steeves also spoke brief-
ly. After this refreshments were served
and the happy gathering dispersed
with the hymn God be With You Till
! We Meet Again.

e

First Straphanger (in & whisper)—
“Why did you give that woman your
<eat? She isn’t bundle-iaden, tired, or
. pretty, or even polite.”

“Second Straphangsr—“Well—-er—you
| see—she is my wife.”
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Baby will like the perfume too.
the exquisite scent of the rose.

this soap is pure enough for the baby’s skin it surely
Try one cake—you owe it to
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How to Bathe the Baby

Rinse the body with clear, warm water and then rub in a

hat you know what rich lather of In

know what is in the

So let us explain how we make Infants’ Delight.
We first go for pure vegetable oil to France. There we
pay often double what we might pay.
your table.
12,000 miles to the isle of
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tested by chemists and doubly boiled.
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ess and fall like flakes of snow into epormous bins.
Then they are crushed under a weight

But the oil we
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Even the baby
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‘ants’ Delights
with a cloth dipped
the skin. Pat the baby’s skin dry with 2 cloth but never rub

with a towel for it ccarseas the
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Baby’s Bath

Then rinse off the lather
in lukewarm water and wrung out over

texture of the skin,




