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lved. I venture to commend the

1o the carerul cons;d_emuon ol

} to ofrer the co-operation of this
in any effort to render it

of Premiums,
me to time reference has been
tne taxation of premium income
oviu€es, and Ior many yews
peen made.against e Prac-
the tendency Stul appears Los be
) inérease 1n the burder, rather
S toward reuef. We all, of course,
. and do realize the provinces' .need
-enue il they are to meet tneir ovli-
fs put we submit that the savings
fs of the great body of insurers, as
ated DY tngir  annual paymenis
ip insurance policies, are mot a
¢e from which to draw a por-

on of that revenue? One is not taxed
&m -deMdosit in a savings bank or
Son the principal of his. invesuments,
we beiieve he should not jb"i taxed
nd Vs savings deposit in a life ‘insur-
company. <The siating of this oé-
g‘ wever, .is not i)ux‘l‘icxent; readizing
 ihe necessi of the Provinces, our pro-
- must tg’e constructive an helpful,
- whiie one section of the community
s hesitates to suggest the shifting
’hu‘fden to any otner section or sec-
i 3t weuld seem that we maust do
that very thing, and indicate to the Pro-
Treasurers the means of replacl_ng
revenue now obtained from these in-
Stitutions, They are not set upon taxing
S insurance savings as such, and I feel
; would be not only willing, out giaa,
to'be shown another way by yvluch they
meet their need, If relief is to be
it must, I think, be through this
mmﬂ Soldiers’ Oppm:tun'lty,
It has been felt that life insurance can
pear an important share inlthe re-estab-
" lishment of soldiers, returning from over-
as since it offers an outdoor occupa-
which will appeal to many. With
object. a committee has been ar-
with the proper authorities for
the inauguration in the Khaki University
overseas, at the cost of the companies,
of classes in life insurance, covering some
of the fundamentals of the business, as
well as the various aspects of salesman-
ship, as applied to it, this preliminary
3 to be augmented and completed
by the individual companies, whose ser-
ce the men may entér upon their re-
turn, The proposal has met with enthu-
| giastic support from all sides, and pro-
" mises to be of value, :
Jts bearing upon insurance risks war-
rants & reference to the use of alcohol,
" and its prohibition or regulation. which
_ will presently be again before the people
for consideration and action, For many
" years insurance companies have been in-
fluenced in their decisions by the per-
*  sonal habits of applicants in regard to
. the use of intoxicants, as revealed by
_ replies to certain queries in the applica-
' tion form and -through other sources,
much more favorable consideration being
given to the moderates and abstainers.
While the present measures‘/’have
been long enough in force to ‘enable each
eompany to form an intelligent opinion
from its own experience, it is well known
that some companies which for vears
have segregated.total abstainers, and ac-
. cepted them at special rates, have had
an unusually low mortality in that class.
The general preference of the companies
* would therefore appear to be for the ap-
plicant of more or less abstemious habits,
. and &ny measure calculated to perma-
. nently widen the circle of desirable risks,
" with a consequenj broadening of insur-
ance behefits among the people, would
geem to be well advised.
Group Insurance,
Within the last five or six vears there
has been inaugurated in the United States
| and undertaken by some five or six com-
. ipanies, a new phase of insurance, known
as Group Insurance, under which all the
employes of a given corporation are in-
sured without medical examination and
without cost to themselves, the corpora-
tion paying the vpremiums. The results
are, first. the insuring of many men who
would not otherwise be thus benefited:
L and second. a steadving effect upon la-
bor, both of which are of value to the
State. There would seém to be a wide
field for such protection in Canada, and
ft:iz “hoped that-the. Dominjon Govern-
ment may soon see its way clear to au-
thorize it,

SALVATION ARMY HAS
INDEPENDENT AUDIT

The 36th annual financial state-
ment of the Salvation Army for Can-
ada East, Newfoundland and .Ber-
muda for the past year has just been

- ijssued from the office of Commis-
sioner Richards. Some of the chief
institutions supported by the Army’s
funds are: Thirteen rescue and chil-
dren’s homes and hospitals from
London to Halifax; men’s hostels at
London, Hamilton, Quebec, St. John,
N.B, 8t. John’s, Nfld.,, Toronto, Mont-
real and Halifax; training colleges;
young peop.e’s work; prison gate
work: salvages and many other
branches of the Army’s activities
which call for considerable outlays of
money. 2

The books of”

the Salvation Army
are audited by independent auditors
and are on file and open for the in-
spection of the public. The business
of the Army is conducted on modern
principles just as any large commer-
cial or financial institution is con-
ducted. Every account is kept sep-
arats and the financial management
i8 in the hands of Lieut.-Col.. A. E.
Smeston, chartered accountant of wipe
experience. :

Toronto City Mission :
Report of December Work

The board of the Torento City  mis-

slon held their usual monthly mee’-
ing yesterday afterndon in the Central
YMC.A. the president, Rev., Joan
~\‘ Msil, D.D., presiding. The treasurer,
2" Harry 1. Stark, presented his report.

Rev, Robert Hall, superintendent,
presented a summary of the work of
‘the four miss onaries during Decembet.

Besides calls made re Christmas din-
ners, 800 visits were made to families
and 1062 tracis and gospels were dis-
tributed.

On Christmas Eve 740 persons were
hrovided w.th material for a substan-
tial Christmas dinner, which was
Quietly delivered from the grocer’s
Wagon. Each basket varied in quan-
tny.A agcording to. the number | in the
X"Uﬂ_ll.\', and contained an appropriate
“fPlstm,x;:, message from the mission-
aries,

Severh]
Sickness
Supplied
tomforts.

Funds ang especialiy
ereatly needed. |
Iv sent for by

familie
of
with

the
were
other

from
adwinner
and

r.ng
the I )
coal, food
clothing
will be glad-

are
Clothing
Mr. Hall.

FINED FOR TH:EF-T.

Two boys, J Dryjas
Orzcehowski appeared
inchester yesterday
Charge of iy,

yhn and Stanley

hefore Judge
afternoon on a
receiving, Wil-

eft. and

Bezzowski was the complainant, |
ad been stolen from |

.;tating that $110 n
lllm A scarf and other
S0 been stolen
ONg other articles
mﬂepce were a 1
& pair of hande

ive's. ba

=€ hoys h:
Buffalo 4ng
the 1aw

articles had

submitted in
clver, - cartridges,
and a private

had

from

eceived the

ancther. party who
fird you guilty
and fine you
remark.

eiving

1lge s

not,

School {{iBu

¢ £ pyE
Shows. Profit

. Official Purchaser,
] & ;

Committee Took No Steps to
Rectify Faults After

Fire.

’

/ &
The school board enguiry into the
affairs of the building depantment
'was continued yesterday, and the evi-
dence was dragged to the front by
Shirley Denison. K.C., while ques-
tioning N. E. Waste with regard to
the boilers at the Lansdownme school
on Spadina crescent, that the inspec-
tors of boilers had reported faulty
constiuction and careless manage-
ent with regard to the boilers in]
the school previous to the fire which
gutted this sohool in February, 1914.
In spite of this warning, the building
committee of the hoard had taken no
steps to set the trouble right. v

Alfred Piggins, who was for some
time ~janitor at this school after it
was rebuilt, testified that when he
went there he found thal there were
still ashes in the fireboxes of these
boilens, which had been thene befare
the fire,

After the fire in the Lansdowne
school the building department was
given a free hand in the matter of
rebuilding it, and most of the work
was done by day labor. :

“You were given a free hand and
seldom advertised for tenders for
work done on the job?’ said Mr.
Denisont in questioning Mr. Waste.

“I notice that you did not ask for
tenders in the plumbing, but gave it
to the Fred Armstrong Company for
$2.776."

“There was a
plied Mr. Waste,
Mr. Denison:

was.”

The old case of ithe Northeast
Technical School site was under dis-
cussion a¥p when some life was in-
troduced into the proceedings by Mr.
Denison referring #o the matter and
calling in Henry Granger, who thad
sold the site to Mr. Miller, who one
month later so.d the lots to the board
of education at an increased price of
$44 per foot. He hadz‘:boug-ht these
ots from Mr. Granger for $22 per
foot. ©

Mr.

good - reason,” re-

“Oh, of course there

Granger was asked by Mr.
Denison: “Did you wsell them at a
sacrifice® then because you needed
$1,000 to buy some cattle that very
day?”

“Why, no. 1 didn't need $1,000, I
had lots of money in the bank. I did
say that if I got the money I'd use
it in the spring to buy cattle and put
them out on grass. I didnt even go
to Miller, it was Mr. Dixon' I talked
to.”

John Dixon, who seems to have act-
ed . as go-between for Mr. Miller and
Mr. Granger, was then called to the
stand, and stated that he had bought
the lots in the first place for his son,
who is a. real estate man. He had
later made an offer of them tc Mr.
Miller as he knew that he was buy-
ing quantities of land

from other persons |

1pparently come from |
weapons |

“Did you know_ that the board of
education was buying up land there
too? asked Mr. Denison. ¢

“No, indeed, I didn’t, or I would
have advised Mr. Granger to sell to
them direct or else have kept it and
sold it myself.” .

There was some criticism of the
ventilation system at the Huron
Street School and John Bell, who has
been recently elected as represntative
on the board from Ward 5. stated that
he had made some inspection and had
found that there was no other means
-of getting fresh air into the room
other than an open window. There
was no aperture eight feet above the
floor as there ought to be.

At the Dewson school the odor from

the lavatorids permeated thru to the
yvard. This was caused by a defec-
tive ventilating shaft with a down
draught.
_Judge Lennox complimented Mr.
elBl on his interest in the affairs of
the schools and hoped that he would
as a trustee continue his investigations
in every way. ey

REPATRIATION PROBLEMS .
TO BE DEALT WITH

Hon. J.
ronto at the Canadian Club- luncheon
today will be devoted largely to the
probiems of repatriation already
confronting Canada, and. liable ' to
grow in magnitude as demobilization
is proceeded with.

The repatriation committee of the
cabinet, of which Mr. Calder is chalr-
man, is giving constant attention.to
the wsitvation din Canada. The civil
re-establishment department and the
labor department -are co-operating
| with the provincial governments for
{ the purpose .of establishing a chain
| of employment offices thruout the
country.

Other departments of the
government w@are also co-operating
with regard to soldiers’ land  settle-

{ing, and the securing of a share of
the material reconstruction work in
Europe -for the benefit of Canadian
industry. Municipal co-operation
and the enlistment of the practical
laid! of all wvoluntary organizations
and -friendly societies, in the work of
i vestoring Canada from war ito pro-
ductive industry, are among the im-
mediate aims of the repatriation com-
| mittee, and good headway fhas been
made in this direction.

SUFFOCATED BY GAS.

Due to asphyxiation
Klizabeth Robentson, wife of
Robertson, a British soldigr, whose
home is at 38 Doncaster Avenue, was
found dead by her bpother, Fred

by gas, Mrs.

morning. Four little children are left.
When the brother entered the
i house he detected the odor of gas and
hastening to ther room he found her
apparently lifeless. A doctor,  who
was immediately ' summoned, an-
nounced that life thad been extinct
for several hours. The déceased was
33 years old and was born in Scot-
land. Ten years ago she came out to
{ this: couptry Her husband was 29
| months overseas, had been home on
|14 days’ leave and was
! back to the Exhibition camp.

A. Calder’s address in “To- |

federal |

ment, the opening up°of public works, |
federal aid to housing and road build- |

Milne, who lives next door, yesterday |

reporting |

CHURCH OF ENGLAND -
WOMAN’S AUXILIARY

' The regular mont
Bt

y board meeting

oTt'S ixiliaty of [ ‘the

JErgland ¥ 1adats was

rJames' Parish: oﬂsﬁ?yes-‘a

t Womeén: presenti’ Hhe deyds

tional exercises were conducted by
Rex. A. Axow, B.D. :

_ The_ resignation of the junior sec-

tary} Miss Harriet Silbdy, was read
;and accepted. Miss Amy Wright was

‘jappointed o' the social service coni-
4 mitteeq. i :

The report of the Dorcas Socleties
was presented and it was stated that
39 bales of goods had been sent out
during” the' month. .

: Public Reception.

The matter of holding a public re-
ception for the missionaries who are
home on furlough, and for the stu-
dent volunteers, was decided upon and
a committee appointed to make the
arrangements for 'it.

Three new life members were re-
ported—Mrs. Evans, who is president
of St. Mark’s Auxiliary:; Miss Bessie
Thomas and Miss Winlow, who .are
roth members of St. Thomas' young
women's branch.

The work of the society during the
past month was considered very sat-
isfactory and steps were taken to in-
crease the membership of the different
local auxiliaries represented.

LABCR CONDITIONS
CALL FOR ACTION

Immediate Steps Necessary to

Check Unemployment, Says
Burecau Superintendent.

Rev. & A. Miller, superintendent of
the Ontario Government Employment

uation in Toronte, says that the au-
thorities should take immediate steps
to prevent a repetition of conditions

There has been no unusual rush of
female applicants, since many of the
munition workers were married and
teturned to their homes when the
armistice was signed. Employers of
labor are doing what they can be place
returned soldiers, but there is prac-
tically nothing being done for the
householder, who has not been serv-
ing his country actively.

Circular letters have been sent out
by the bureau to every employer of
labor in the province, asking them to
take back their own workers who had
to be on active service, and, if pos-
sible, find places for returned soldiers.
In addition, they have been asked how
much extra help they can use. The
response has been most gratifying.

Men have been sent out by the gov-
{'ernment as “scouts,” working among
| mines and lumber camps. They re-
| port, daily on- labor requirements,
wages, etc. In the city there are two
men who visit all local employers and
report vacancies daily to the bureau
on 'King street. ; 2 ]

The majority of unemployed are "In;
the city. Many are unwilling to leave
the city, and others unable to do so0
because of family ties. It is almost
impossible for a married man to take
work outside the city and leave a wife
and family here. Continuing, Mr. Mil-
ler thought that the city ought to take
care of its householders.

Majority Married.

The majority of applicants at the
bureau are married men, or young
men between 16 and 20 years old.

The cnly remedy seems to be that
the city council take up delayed work
or start some new project bhefore the

breacd lines, and indiscriminate chari-
tius, svceh as obtained four years ago,
become necessary.

There is a bureau being opened
shortly near _the unioh station to deal
with the foreign invasion, and many
emrplcyers intend to replace the alien
elenent with British-born workers.
It is likely that a branch of the bureau
will be established in the west end of
the city for the convenience of West
and Ncerthwest Toronto residents.

DISPUTE T.E.L. PIPE
LINE TO NEW UNION

hot battle is anticipated between
the Toronto Eleetric

|
|
!
&
the city and
Light Company, before' the Dominion
Railway Board on Monday, 'over the

pipe line from
to the new

application for a the
; E. L. premises

Station, for the
steam for the
{ building.

The viewpoint of the city is that
the scheme may interfere with the
track elevation plan for the new ter-
minals, while the view of the ter-
minal officials is that the heating of
the station has nothing to do with
track elevation at all,

An alterpative plan that the sta-
tion be heated with steam from the
city pumping ,plant may be consid-
ered, but on account of the greater
distance from
compared with the T. E. L. premises,
increased cost both in installation
| and operation is the objection.

heating of the new

DEATH OF KNOX

Rcé\'.
{Knox College, died on Wednesday
mworning in Wellesley Hospital, follow -
ing an operation for peritonitis. ,Mr.
| Cockburn, who was one of the best
known Presbyterian ministers in
iprovince, was born at ' Drunibe
lyears ago and received his deégree of
{M.A. degree from the TUmiversity of
{Toronto n 1870 and three years later
|graduated from Knox College. His two
| principal . eharges were in TUxbridge,
{where he remained 16 years, and in
|Paris, where he labored for 14 years,
|Fifteen years ago he removed to this
{city and shortly after became librarian

Fred{of Knox College, in which capacity he

{has been an unfailing inspiration
|the students of the college.

He is survived by his wife, who is
the daughter of the late Joseph Goulg,
M.L:A.,, and by three daughters—Mrs.
!J. C. Ross and Misses Fa'r and Alma
{Cockburn at home, 85 Brunswick ave.

to

1 At Red Cmoss headquarters ihe staff
| are busy making 500 towels, this num-
| ber being wanted for the Davisville
| Hospital. As an illustration of the
| rise in price of linen the Red Cross
| workers point out that while towel
linen was formerly got for cight cents

v vard wholesale, they are paying
31 cents for the same article, or just
| about~four times the former vrice.
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ere; 'wasitan attendance of’

Bureau, commenting on the labor sit- |

which existed in the winter of 1914-15.

Lumiliating remedy of soup kitchers, |

Union !
purposes of carrying |

the plant to siation as|

COLLEGE LIBRARIAN

Edward’ Cockburn, librarian of |

'CASE'TO BOTTOM

——

GAC., G.W.V.A/ and Gov-
ernment. Buyreau Will
" Collect Evidence.

e

“We shall have our representative
or the. central committee to bring the
lumber camp question up,.for action,”
said George Murrell, secretary of the
central branch of the Great War Vete-
rans. “There has evidently been a
grave travesty of justice committed
against a returned soldier.. and no
niatter whether or mot he bhelongs to
our association this injustice should
be ferreted to its depths. There can
be no doubt that any agent for a lum-
ber camp or a foreman for such a conws
pany has enough brains and enough
sense of human nature <o determine
as to a man’s qualifications for lumber
work in the bush. Of course, we are
not yet in possession of sufficient in-
formation in regard to this case, but
the central executive will undoubtedly
get all availablz information. If the
story as related by these two men is
true the company in queéstion should
either be ostracised or at least should
be brought to hook thru the medium of
“he courts. I might say in passing
that the central branch of our asso-
ciation has at its service the know-
ledge and experience of excellent legal
men. and that whenever occasion
larises that talen® will be used judici-
jously and to good purpose.”

in the case of the two men.
of thi's association stated yesterday
afternoon that the matter would he
iconsidered right away, and that the
executive would communicate with the
'government employment bureau super-
amtendent, J. Miller, with a view to
getting information in the matter, and
that the next general meeting would
very likely be called upon to pro-
nounce opinion as to the methods of
bush firms.
Repetition of Abuses.

W. . J.. Hevey, gveil-known labor
man, stated yesterd4y afternoon at the
Labor Temple that it was a repetition
of the abuses which were prevalent
among a certain class. of employer,
and that the time had arrived %o cope
properly with-this type. of commercial-
izer, ¢

Walter Brown, business agent for
the Boot ahd Shoe* Workers’ Union,
stated that the case in ilself was of
grave importance, but that it involved
an even more urgent problem, the.
problem of reconsiruction as affecting
returned men, who thru wounds and
iother deficiencies, either brought on or
{aggravated thru service in the trench-

=. were less able to fight for economic
liberty than other citizens in Canada.
*But,” said Mr. Brown; “we may be
sure of this; that it is just such firms
as these and just such injustice as
that which ig doing 'more than any-
thing else fo spread & t¥pe of radical-
ism' ‘which does not bade well for the
worker in general. Unlimited press ad-
vertisement will h1élp the labor move-
lment more than anvthing else. My
{feeling is that the military authorities,
i*he government and the manufacturers
|of the best type should co-operate
lwith a view to satisfactorily settling a
|grave problem.”
| J. Miller, superintendent
igovernment labor bureau on KXing
street, near Bay strect. stated to the
|press yesterday that cases of this na-
!turc were rare, and that the present
|case would be sifted to the bottom for
| the benefit of everyone concerned.

An official

a

of‘ the

i No Place for Her.

{ “I know of one mother, the widow of
ta reservist killed’ in the great war,
t‘who has been: treated .so indifferently
iin the matter of a pension that she
has decided that Canada is no place
ifor hev,” said George Murrell, secre-
‘tary of *he central branch, G.W.V.A.,
to The World yesterday afternoon.
“This woman has three children, all
born in Canada. When the family goes
{ to England the children will be re-
i moved from the perhaps freer institu-
| tions of Canadian life, and all because
| of the indifference of the Canadian
! Government in respect to the widows
of imperial reservists who have lived
in the Dominion for many years, and
t who surely by right of- residence in
| the Dominion and- the fact that her
! children are all Canadian has ghe
| right to privileges: accorded to Cana-
‘;dians, or failing such generosity on
ithe part of the Canadian Government
| toward the English mother the fact
| that the children are horn Canadian
should influence thet government to|
i faverable action. But no, it is the |
| same old story, ‘The Canadian Gov-"
| ernment has no authority over sol-|
diers of the imperial government.’ Itj
is evident that the Canadian Govern-
| ment does not intend to bestir itself
in the matter. I know of still anether
| splendid woman, a widow with also
| three children, who is likely to travel
to Britain shortly for the same rea-
son.”

|

Employes of the soldiers’ civil re-
tablishment with three months’ ser-
! vice to their credit will be entitled to
| wear a special badge of the esta}b-
! lishment engraved with both a Union
| Jack and the departmental initials.

the |

Among special works on recon-
| strocution received. by the reference
{library from the British Universit§ of
'Reconstruction are “The Aims of -
| construction, “Housing in England and
‘[‘Vales," “The Demobilization and Re-
'settlement of the Army,” “Housing in
iScotland,” and other notable work.s.

Major Buchanan, traveling represen-
{tative for the board of pensions com-
| missioners for Ontario; and Frark Wise,
|a well-known lecturer, will address the
icentral branch of the Great War Vete-
|rans at its next meeting at Columbus
Flall, Sherbourne street, which is to be
held on Monday - night.

So enthusiastic are some members
of the central branch of the G.W.V.A.
in the mas‘ter of pensions for reser-
vists or ther widows that two of them
'have offered to sacrifice their own
ipensions, the money .to be devoted to
one of the widows of reserviss, whose
| pension is toally inadequate. The pen-
sion is held in trust for this widow

The G.A.C. is also interesting itself

in the best possible hands.

| A number of returned men in the!
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s and exclusive store for high-grade

L RUGS |

Commencing this week, and during the entire month of January, the rug buyers

of Toronto and vicinity

will have a rare opportunity of securing some genuine bar-

gains in high-grade ORIENTAL RUGS, at a reduction from

20% to 35% --Many Rugs at Half kl;-e’rice

It is a well-known fact throughout Canada that the feputation of L. BABAYAN
has been standing at the back of every Oriental Rug sold in his establishment for
the last twenty-three years. . '

The following list, which only contains a small portion of the many bargains
offered during this month, comprises some of the highest-grade

Persian, Anatolian, Chinese and Fine Indian Rugs

ever submitted to rug buyers of Toronto. This is not a sale for getting rid of bad
stock, but general reductions throughout the store.

No.
1166—XKirmanshah,
136 x 8.10.
1096—Fine Mahal,
138 x 10. Regularly
24—Chinese, yellow
115 x 81
1069—Meshed, brown
12.7 x 9. Regularly

rose and
$385.00. .
and
and

114 x 8.4.

413—Fine Chinese,
x 8.10. Regularly

dark Dblue,
$650.00....

blue,
Regularly $575.00....

terra and Dblue,
black,
Regularly $525.00....
blue,
$475.00.......
157—Anatolian, dark  blue all over,
Regularly $265.00.....
11.6

Sale Price

$345.00
275.00
345.00
+ 350.00
175.00
375.00

No.

x. 9

18 .x'9.
124 x 8.9.
11 x8

10.2.

473—TFine Chinese, medium blue, 12
Regularly $565.00.
126—Fine Indian,
12 x 12.; Regularly. $175.00 .........
1281—Fine Gorovan,
Regularly $350.00
1129 —Fine Mahal,
: Regularly $250.00.......
25—Fine Chinese,
Regularly $375.00
277—Laristan,. dark Dblue,
Regularly $450.00

Sale Price.

$375.00
100.00
185.00
155.00
225.00
325.00

eses sevss

mauve and blue,

camel groupd,
green and  red,
gold and blue,

137 %

65 ROYAL KAZAKS, fine specimens of this famous weave, lustrous pile, rich shades of rose, Mght and dﬁk

blues.
to $150.00.
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Ideal rugs for living rooms and halls. Average size 7.6 x 4.6.
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Prices regularly from $125.00
To clear while they last, Your CholCo 8. .. cicivivois anosin o6 s ssmarsvenssus anee

25 SMALL KAZAKS, suitable for landings or vestibules. Average size 3.6 x 2.6.

32 ANATOLIAN DOOR MATS. Average size 2.6 x 1.6. Regular price $6.00. $3 75
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$87.50
$12.50

To clear
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. Oriental Brassware, Table Centres and Draperies

Great reductions in the price of Damascus Brassware, also other interesting pieces of Oriental Art

. Goods.

rug will be marked in plain figures at the reduced price.

L. BABAYAN

We advise our out-of-town and city patrons, also those intending to purchase a genuine Ori-
ental Rug for present or future need, to take advantage of this rare opportunity.

Every

Canada’s Largest and Only
Exclusive Rug House

30-34 King Street East (corner Victoria Street), Toronto.

Silverthorn district are forming .a
branch association in connection with

the G.W.V.A., and a preliminary meet-i:

ing is to take :place next week when
officers will be appointed. The pro-
moters expect to reach a membership
of 80, and the branch willk probably
be affiliated with - the  Earlscourt
branch of the G.W.V.A. Many Sil-
verthorn returneed mn have won de-
corations, including the M.M. \and D.
CM.

FLOOD OF MOTIONS
FROM ALDERMEN

' Notices of motion continue to pour
in. All of the aldermen are falling
over one another with new ideas for
the year. At the rate the improve-
ments are coming in, it looks as tho
a reduced tax rate, as advocated by
some on the hustings, will be a myth.

Ald. George 'Birdsall will give
notice at the inaugural council meet-
ing of a motion to build a new fire
hall in Earlscourt. He will also ask
that the street railway roadbed on

Roncesvalles avenue, Howard Park
avenue and Dundas street from Keele
street to the bridges, be repaired.

Ald. Blackburn wants Alberta ave.
graded from the top of the hill to
Davenport road, and new pavements
laid on Mount Royal avenue and
Davenport road. He also proposes
that the civic car line be extended
down Bathurst street to the term-
inus of the Toronto Railway Com-
pany.

OFFICIALLY GAZETTED
BRIGADIER-GENERAL

Col. John A. Gunn, C.M.G., D.S.O.,
commanding this- military district, was

officially gazetted a brigadier-general |
His work over-|

in yesterday”s orders.

i da in connection with |
S8R MAR 18 CESNIVS, i | and $400,000 will be taken out of the

the army is recognized by al to ne

of the very highest quality, and (lere|
is no more popular officer among tihe|

men of the rank and file in the coun-
try than Brigadier-General J. A.
Gunn.

Lieut.-Col. A. H. Borden, D.S.O., of |

Toronto, who is now connected with

the British commission at Washing- |

ton, has bteen appointed G.8.0.
Halifax upon the resignation

occurs on the 31st. : !
Col. Lang was a professor in the Uni-
versity of Toronto. .

ASSESSMENT RETURNS FOR
YEAR

Toronto’s assessment for the year
1919, as finally revised by the. court
of revision and unty = judge, was
placed at $621,453,653. This figure
was made public yesterday . after it
was subjected to the following
changes: .

Assessment as returned by assess-
ment department, $624,207,889,

Deductions by court of revision,
$3,215,585.

Additions by court of
$588,700.

Net deductions, $2,626,885.

Assessment as confirmed. by court
of revision, $621,581,004.

Deductions by court judge, $168,-
193, .
Additions by county judge, - $40,842.
Net deductions, $127,351.
Total assessment  as revised

revision,

for

{1919, $621,453, 653.

Four more appeals are to be made
which *may result in further changes.
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Prior to the war |

LACK OF FIREMEN
: RETARDS PROMOTION

It is now two weeks since- the
platoon fire system has been adopt-
ed, but as yet no appointment of of-
ficers has been made. ° The reason
given by Fire Chief Smith is that
the system. has not yet been thoroly
organized, on account of the impos-
sibility to secure enough men. :

“If I had all the men to opgrate t.he}

new system, I could go ahead and
make my changes,” stated the chief
yesterday. “But I have not got all
the men yet,’ I need 142 men to put
the system _on a proper basis, and so
far have only 112, and there are
about 40 firemen overseas who are
expected to come home any week
and their jobs are being kept for
them. The sections at present are
just as small as possible now for ef-
ficiency, and I cannot disorganize my
officers, as I am short now. There are
also a number off sick with in-
fluenza; 12 are off today.' These are
the only reasons why I am waiting
before 1 announce the promotions.”
. May Resign.

Rumor has it that Fire Chief Smith
is intending to resign, but Chiet
Smith refuses to make any comment
on the subject. When spoken to, he
declined to make any statement.

It will be three years tomorrow
dince Chief Smith was
head of the department, following
Chief Thompson's retirement, and he
is entitled to retire on pension. His
salary is $4500 a year, and under the
new revision of the Firemen’s Benefit
Fund, Chief Smith can retire on a
pension of $15600 a year. He has been
forty-three years in the service, and
is 64 years of age.

OPPOSED INCREASE
IN TELEPHONE RATES

“It will mean that between $350,000

pockets of the people of Toronto
every year,” said 1. S. Fairty of the
city legal department, yesterday, fol-
lowing _his return from Ottawa,
where he opposed yesterday the ap-
plication of the Bell Telephone Com-
pany for a twenty per cent. increase
in their rates.

“The company,” he said, “made in
1918, $250,000 over and above main-
tenance charges, and after paying a
dividend of eight per cent., they have
a reserve of a million and a half dol-

lars.”

The hearing will be resumed here

{on January 13, in Montreal- on Jantu-
{ary 16, and in Oftawa on January 22.

| stone groins will bé put

On Monday next the hearing of ap-
plication of the express companies
for an increase in their tolls will
come before the railway commission
at the city hall.

STONE GROINS FOR ISLAND
SHOR

No effort will be made by the city
until next spring to provide pro-
tection for the island shore, Parks

Commissioner Chambers stated yes-|

terday. He and Deputy City En-
gineer Powell have completed an in-
spection of the situation, including
the damage done by storms, and have
come to the conclusion that nothing
in the way of protection can be done
during the winter months,

In the spring, providing the board
of control will allow sufficient money,
along the
shore. It is thought that this method
would be the only effective one.
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CANADA LIFE HAS
SPLENDID RECORD

Company's Business Has
Shown Remarkable Expan-

sion During Past Year.

The Canada- Life Assurance Company
is in the strongest position it has ever
ocecupied, despite the increase in mor-
tality in.recent years, due to the war,
and, in the closing months of 1918,
the ravages of the influenza epidemic.
This was the assurance made by Presi-
dent Herbert C, Cox at the annual meet-
ing of the company, held yesterday, and
the details of the financial report pre-
sented were fully confirmatory.

Mr. Cox drew attention to the sube
stantial increases in surplus, assets and
income, pointing out that assurances in
force have been very greatly augmented
and that new business issued was great~
er than ever before.

Assurances issued and revived during
the year established a new high record
amounting to $25,772,748, which com-
pares with $23,542,464 in 1917 and $20,-
524,044 in 1916. Assurances now in
force total $195,980,550, against $183,016.~
760 the year previous, and $169,954,303
| at the end of 1916. Total income was
$11,048,342, against $9570,991 and $8,837 -
893 in two preceding years. Payments
[to policyholders totaled $5535.673. Total
{ assets now amount to $65,947,574, a gain
of more than six and a half millions in
two years.

There are many . striking phases of
the report as outlined by the president.
The fact that more additional insurance
was placed with existing policyholders
than ever before is significant of the
complete satisfaction of those policy~
holders with the course pursued by the
management, and there could hardly be
a more emphatic tribute, The amount
of the average policy is shown to have
considerably increased, making it clear
that insurance as an investment for
surplus funds is gaining steadily in
favor, Monthly income and business in-
surance has been much extended during
the year.

Another particularly gratifying feature
is the decided disposition shown by
policyholders to*» pay off loans incurred
thru borrowing to pay premiums. The
Canada Life, it is pcinted out, is always
ready to assist policyholders to lightan
the load by accepting thése small pay-
ments whenever it is convenient for the
policyholder to make them, and this
hearty spirit of co-operation is, no doubt.
fully appreciated, While the loan ex--
ists, the company offers a convenie:
way to ‘“insure!’’” the loan so that.it will
not be deducted from ‘the face of th«
policy if death occurs within a cesta'n
time, and while the loan is being pa'd
off. Such an expedient is open to mo
policyholders who care to take advan'-
are of ‘he added security it affords.

The Canada Life patriotically subscril -
ed neariy «ll its revenue "or the
to the Victory loan, yielding 5% 3
cent., but it has nevertheless be 1 .
to maintain an interest rate for the
of 5.85 per cent. The possession .uf
thirty million dollare’ worth of bonds ..
the highest class is ample as§n ance ih
the company is being managed in the
careful and conservative manner whicu
is essential in an institution of the kind
whose primary object is to safeguard
the home.

Dealing with: the companv’s purchn-ag
of Victory bonds, Mr, Cox said: “Again
lqs in 1917, the chief .nve ...ent o '-
| year has been in' the Victory bonds of
{ the Dominion Government. In the early
{ months we paid the remaining instal-
‘ments on our subscription of 1917, and
in November and December those due
upon our recent subscriptijon of $10,000 -
(00, under which we were allotted $6,-
|3")O'000' We now hold $11586,000 of
| government, war bonds of various issues,
{ and feel that you will approve the action
| of vour directors in thus mipperting the
| ecuntry’s war effort™
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