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ion. 'rhit it not arioiinrnt, but I apprehend it will be of iome import«nre to

your I»rdshipi it I m.v that in anticipation of the powbility of lurh a ahifting I

uked for tpeeiflc initructiona as to the position which the provincial companiea
deaired to take with reference to the contett over "provincial objectt;" and I am
instructed to say to your Lordships that my clients do not favour a syitem of dual
control over companies, of the kind that would be involved in a decision to th«
effect that " provincial companies " were of the same capacity practically, for

practical purposes, as Dominion companies. I make that statement in viaw of
the possible thought in your Ix>rdships' mind that it was anomalous for me to

take this position

—

Tin Ijomd ('HAXCBLLoa : It is useful— I was a little surprised. You say the
provincial companies want to he bound by the strict provincial limits? lit.

Wkoenabt: 1 have specific instructions to take that position before your liord-

ships.

Viscoi'NT Haliuni: We have heard it, Mr. Wegenast. I do not think it

can affect the question.

The Lohd (^ancei.i.or : Xo. It is in order to justify your position here;
when you state you appear for provincial as well as Dominion companies you want
the Board to understand that there is really no diversity of interest m far as your
clients are concerned, because they all want you to take the view— Mm. Wboi.vmt:
That is so. Mh. Wallace Ne8bitt: I do not know what my friend's instruc-
tions are. but I think I represent the two largest corporations, and he is certainly
not expressing their view.

The Lord Chancbllor: I understand, Mr. W^egenast, that vou raprasant a
group of companies? Mr. Weoexaht: Practically all, 80 per cent, of the whole-
sale manufacturing companies of the Dominion.

Thb Lou) rHANCBLLoi: Are they formed together by any association?
Mb. Wbobnast: Yes. my Lord, the Canadian Manufacturers' Association, which
exists for the purposes such as are served by our appearing in this reference.

The Ix)hd Ohancellob: They are members of that association? Mb.
Weoenast: Yes, my liOrd.

Viscount Haldane : They take that line and you are here to argue the point.
It cannot make much difference what their view is. Mb. Wboexaht: \o.

The liOBD Chancbllob: Xo, it was simply to justify your position. Mb.
Wboekebt: I wanted to explain why I should And myself in a positicm of sup-
porting a limitation of the powers of the provincial companies. I think it would
he quite understandable to your Lordships if your Lordships could place your-
selves in the position of the companies as they operate in Canada. W> are more
interested in the other phase of this reference, that is to say questions 6 and 7 of
general coinpanies reference, because it is an obvious solution of the difficulties in
which trading companies find themselves, if, by taking a Dominion Charter, thev
can secure full capacities and rights throughout the Dominion.

Viscount Haldane: I think you argued the John Deere Plow case. Was
that for this association? Mr. WEOENAax: Xo, my liOrd. the John Deere Plow
Company. It is an ohviouw solution for this immensely difficult situation in which
companies, both Dominion and provincial, And themselves by reason of the doubts
which are here raised if these companiea can all by taking Dominion charters square
themselves with regard to their capacity and powers to trade throughout Canada.

Now the furthest that the provincial companies whom I represent would care
to go in asserting their power to trade beyond the limits of the province is this,
that they are not inherently incapable of entering into transactions incidental
to the exercise of " provincial objects," interpreting the expression " provincial
objects" as at least implying some territorial limitation, that is to say, given an
object which is provincial it does not become non-provincial by reason of the fact
that certain tranbactions may be entered into outside the province. If I may
illustrate by the example of a municipal corporation in the province of Ontario.
say the city of Ontario, it if certainly restricted ia it* objects to the territory of
the province, and yet nobody would say that the city of Ontario had not power or
capacity or right, or whatever it may be called, of buying materials outside the
province, buying machinery for municipal purposes; but the real purpose of the


