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tlierofore, for the church to go its way, unhindered l)y the state,

and for tlic state to j;o its way unhindered l)y the churcli. Tlien

it will come to ])ass that, in the true sense, we shall have a free

chuieii in a tree state.

It n)av be claimed that the assertion wiiich has been made
in the present discussion, that actual conditions, as well as ])ast

historv, show that the liajxist preacher, or teacher, must, in

honor and honesty, preach or leach within the limits of the six

truths which 'lave now been set forth, is false. It may be said,

that so many H;iptist men and women, and so many Baptist

eliurehes now deny one or all these truths, that it is no lon^'cr

true that it is a matter of honor or honesty that Hai)tist, to be

worthv of this name, should preach or teach all, or even any

one of them. If this is so, which seems incre<lible in the li};lit of

the past history of Baptist churches, it is still also true that

there are left some of us to whom these truths arc very dear, and

who think, in all candor and in all honesty, that they are funda-

mental and essential in the relij^ion of Jesus, and that to deny

all or any one of them is to hmdcr in some dejiree the salvation

of lost men, and to defer in some n:easure the comiiij; victory of

the Kinjidom of Heaven in the world. We do not, therefore,

feci uillitif; to j^ivc of Jic little money which (lod has cntnistcd

to us ;is His stewards, for the sujiport of preachers, and teachers,

and churches, who make it their l)usiness to deny these funda-

mental truths of our relijiion. Hence, if those who think they

ouj,dit to denv these truths, because they do not believe them,

but, at the same time, are unwilling; to abandon the Bai)tist fel-

lowshij) and name, ,-dthouj^h they have ab.andoned the historic

faith of Baptists, continue to insist that we shall not use our

lihertv in refusing to contribute for the propagation of doc-

trines which we deem to be subversive o'f the fundament.'d truths

of the christian religion, and shall make no ])rotcst against the

presence in Baptist churches of th(>se w'.o preach and teach these

doctrines, under penalty ot being termed dli;,^ral and persecutors, it

would secnuis if sooner or l.'iter the time »vould eome when endur-

ance woidd cease to be christian jjatienee. Nothing will be left for us

then, but, with great reluet:mce, with great sadness of heart,

with love and charity for those who differ from us, with high

respect for their liberty, to separ.-ite ourselves from those whose

teachings we can neither accept nor su])|)ort, and, under some

other, name, if it must be so, than the one for which we have had

such pride and love to stand together to maintain, defend, and

])roi)agate the truius ti-.^t seem to us to be the orders of our

King, to be essential to the s;dvation of lost men, and to secure

the answer of the prayer, "Tliy Kingdom Come," and which

have been, for centuries, so dear to Baptist hearts.


