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[From the Newcastl«UDion Advocate, Feb.31, 1883.]

Whan In Halifax, assisting at the con-

secration of th(, new Archbishop, Bishop

Rogers Intimated that being about to be

absent on his Ttsit to Rome in the Spring

and early Summer, when His Orace

would probably be visiting the various

other Suffragan Bishops of this Ecclesias-

tical Province, ho would be liappy, If

iuch could be made convenient, to receive

His Orace'a visit at Chatham before his

(the Bishop of Chatham's) departure

—

to which the Archbishop kindlv consent-

ed, mentioning that after the first three

or four weeks, necessary for him to settle

dowR Im his new home, he would come

up to Chatham as requested.

Accordingly, when the time came. His

Grace intiraated by telegram the period

of his visit, and arrived at Chatham ac-

companied by his Secretary Rev. E. F.

Murphy, by the express train at o a. m.

on Tuesday, Feby. 13. After reposing a

few hours the Archbishop celebrated

Mass at 10 o'clock in the Pro-Cathedral,

where a large number of the Catholic

people of Chathi^m were assembled to re-

ceive his blessing and to offer him their

respectful and affectionate greetings.

Soon after Mass these were presented In-

dividually to His Grace by the Bishop in

the large parlour of the Episcopal Resi^

dence, whither they had come from the

church for that purpose—the school boys

ftrom the side chapel being the first to

enjoy that favor.

On account of the cold and blustery

winds usual in mid-winter, no out-door

decorations such as arches &c., could be

attempted ; but the usual Inside decora-

tions were elaborate—the interior of the

church, the corridors, stairways, dlulng-

room and parlor of the Bishop's resi-

dence, having been festooned with ever-

greens, flags &c., &c., very tastefully.

At 2 o'clock p. 111. the guests specially

Invited to meet the Archbishop at

luncheon, began to arrive, and v/cre pre-

sented Indivlduallr to His Grace by the

Bishop In the large parlor.

After some little time passed in con-

versation, interchanging salutations, &c.,

all procoedcd to the temporary dining

office it was to place the guests, the re-

presentatives ot the Tross having been

placed in excellent positions for hearing

and seeing all that passed.

When Jusllce had been done to the

viands, Uls Lordship the Bishop of Chat-

ham arose and said that although the

custom of toasting was going out of use,

he had sought and obtained permission

from His Oraco to propose, without vio-

lating etiquette, one toast. (Just at this

instant, while the waiters were handling

the champagne, the cork of one bottlo

fiew out making quite a loud report

—

which little Incident, trifling in itself,

yet occurring at the moment it did, set

the whole company in an uproar of laugh-

ter and agreeable merriment which lasted

for some time. When calm waa restored

the Bishop continued.)

"We had high authority for giving

' Honor to whom honor is due,' and the

presence here to-day of so many honor-

able and distinguished guests, represent-

ing in their aggregate all the learned Pro-

fessions, the Oovernnieni, the I-oglsla-

ture, the Clerical, I.ogiil and Mtdlcul

Professions, the Mercantile, Banking,

Mechanical, Farming and other Indus-

tries, and of different Religious Denomi-

nations and from dift'erent sections of

'fthe Uiocese—Bathurut, Richlluicto, New-
^castle, Chatham, Nelso'j, and ilie settle-

ments up and down the River, the pre-

' scnce, I say of all thet^c distinguished

and honorat)le gentlemen to do honor to

merit, both personal and olllcial, obliges

me, as it were, to give expression to

their sentiments In propo-jing this toust.

Some of the gcntienieu hero present re-

member our illustrious guest, when not

many years ago, he was a boy, a students

at St. Dunstan's College, P. K. I. When
it became the duty of the Bishops of the

Ecclesiastical Province, to recommend
names froui „rhich our iioiy Fatlier, the

Pope, might select one, if he so judged

it best, to appoint to the Vacant Metro

polltan See of Halifax, the name o:' our

Most Reverend Guest was placed fore-

most on the list. Su!>se(;uenlly when
the Holy Father selected and at)|)olntcd
Dr. O'Brien to the vacant Sue, \.i; were
all deliiihted. Ami why? Becausi

awaited the promised text, but n(

came. Finally, on Sunday, as h
about to ascend the pulpit, a pape
put Into his hands containing, as li

posed, the text; but on opening
fonnd it blank. There was noclili

it ! For some moments he was I

.lered, but reflecting that out of nc
God ci-eated the universe, he th
" Creation" would form ;ooil ti

and preached on that, w ,*t turne
to be an admirable discourse.

" Now, I feel the sameembarrasi
which that cleru:yman must have f

the beginning when about to preact
—nothing. His Lonlshlp the BIsl

Chatham hae given me a text—m>
self—which is, I feel, equal to uol

The Blsliop referred to the time w
was a little boy at St. Dunstan's Co

I

Well I remember that time, and
I

not such a little boy either. The st

boys made fun of us because we p

marbles, and in a spirit of contrad
we bigger boys formed ourselves 1

marble club from which we exc
those little fellows. I remember
when much smaller, the Idea I forn

Miramichl—what a grand place it

be, and that if I could only visit it

a great fellow I would be. Well, 1

now at length come to visit it, and
cover, from all of you gentlemen, t

am a great fellow ! (Laughter an
plause.)

" But, gentlemen, pleasantries a?

must gratefully thank His Lordshi]
all of you present for the kind and
manner in which you have been pi

to drink my health. I accept llii

monstratiou not as rpforrinu to n
pcr.soaally so much as a mark of re

for the office to which 1 have been
n)otel. This manifVstation of goo(
and kind feeling lis such a large t

sentatlve compan.v, all of whom
come to meet and Ixmor me, as the
op assured me, is a favor w.'iich 1

trtiidy highly appi'cciate, and for wl
beg again to express my warmest tin

" But before sitting down I nius

your per!nisslon to propose an
toust. The good will and kindlv fc

which distinguish the people of M.'

chl and the surrounding parts, of v

the i)rosent nunu'rous company
such evidence, is a source of houri
joy for the good IJisliop of l-'liat

whose labors iu the cause of reli

patriotism, morality, education
ciiaiity are esteemed not only by his

flock, but by all his kind ami w<
ueig)il)ors, of what creed soever,
not wish to express indifference in

ters of religious belief. No, far fro

Each one sliould faithfully adhere t

conscientious convictions. But i

invited to meet the
1—_. _ ,

Crchbishop at Pope, might select one, if he so jiir

it best, to aoDolnt to the Vacant Metro

whose la'

patriotism,

ors in llie cunse oi rer

morality, eiUication
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