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forearmed." Tlie first attempt of the Council to poacli upon tlic domaiu of tl»c

people and thereby to mar the harmonious action of the constitution, must bo
cruslied in the bud. But if persisted in—the shout of an aroused and indignant
people will be " d la lanteme. with the ofl'Miding excrescence ; their political exis-

tence—individual and collective—will be snapped by the fiat of an avenging pub-
lic, and the " crack of do4lp " will ring in their ears ere they be again allowed to

have an opportunity of tramjiling upon thesaorod rights of the people.

Among the advantages which have recently eminently enhanced the eligibility

St. Charles at the Village ofLorette, nine miles fromQuebec, ot an elevation capable
of discharging the pellucid waters of Lake St. Charles at the heiglit of one hundred
feet above the top of the Flag Staff on the citadel, and of completely inundating
the highest building in the Cit}'- with a force surpassing that of the most improved
Fire Engine on "the most improved principle of modem invention," and afford-

ing, at the same time, a facility of dramage and sewerage altogether inappreciable.

Compare the means of cleanliness of such a City and its purified atmosphere—in

the heart of a mountainous region,—having its .shores laved twice in twenty-four
hours by the ocean swell which upheaves the broad Atlantic,—with the tropical

climates of more inland cities, situate in champagne countries scarcely broken by
a single undulation of mother earth. In vain do the inhabitants of tliese look
round for the commanding altitude of a St. Charles or a Montmorency to furnish
the means of cooling tlieir incandescent streets and pavements. In vain—rumi-
nating upon the borders of their low marshes and swamps—do they fancy that they
overlook, or affect to look down u])on the promontory of Cape Diamond. In vain,

arc they surrounded or bathed by miglity rivers and lakes, most of them the fruit-

ful source of perennial aches and agues. These inland seas would furnish an ever-

lasting deluge for the wants of the inhabitants, could they first reverse or over-
come the laws of gravitation, and invert the established order of things to the same
degree that they violate the dictates of reason and common sense in their labours
to depreciate tlie position of Quebec and puff up their own sultry or humid loca-

lities as eligible sites for the permanent '^cat of the Government of Canada.
Amidst all the plotting and intriguing against the City of Quebec in and

out of Parliament by persons actuated by interested motives, and utterly reck-

less of the general welfare of the Province ; amidst all the mancevring of politi-

cal adventurers seeking to make capital out of the prejudices and the selfish views
of the inhabitants of particular localities, the most unscrupulous of these advocates
of outre popular notions,—whose career is stereotyped in acts of political fraud and
imposture, have not dared to enter into a comparative estimate of the eligibility of
the various rival Cities. They have restricted their comments and their strictures

to the one oft repeated a.ssertiou tliat Quebec is situate at one ea-iremi(y of the
Province,—an olycction which every schoolboy knows to be unfounded. Quebec
is distant some five hundred miles from the eastern, and about seven hundred and
fifty from the western limits of United Canada. The sources ofwealth derivable from
numerous and valuable water powers for manufactuj-ers, and rich and inexhaustible
fisheries in Eastern Canada, are incalculable ; while the means of settlement of the
western Section, extensive and f -rtile though tliey be, have yet a visible limit

assigned to them. Political jugglers and empirics may continue to predict and
declaim that in a given number of years, the population of the Upper Province
will far outnumber that of the Lowei' ; but our wants and obligations are with
the present, leaving the future to the course of events, and the dispensation of a
Higher Power of Avhicli the dogmatical chai-latans of the hour do not even pretend
to know any thing. Unless we assume that the rights of the vast population in-

habiting the northt;astorn and less congenial portion uf the Province are to be
utterl}' disregarded, we cannot with any semblance of justice establish the Seat of
Oovcrnment permanently in a place infinitely less ace ssible to them than to their
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