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in« or exercising them. It would be a very great in-
eonvemence, even to a common carpenter, not to have a
precise, well understood name for each of the several opera-
tions he performs, such as chiselling, sawing, planing, &c.,
.UKl for tho several tools [or instrnmonts] ho Avorks with
And ,f we ha«l not such words :i« addition, subtraction,
multiplication, division, &c.. employed in an exactly defined
.«nse, and alno fixed rules for conducting these and other
anthmot.cal proees-ses, it would l>e a tedious and uncertain
work to go tlu-ougb ,,v(;n such simple calculations as a child
very s.m,,, IniniH to pM-form with ))erfoct ease. And after
all there would hi- a fre.h difficidty in making other per-
sons uuilerstand eh.irly the eorrectnoss of the calculations
made.

•Vou are to olxervo. however, that technical language
and rules, if you wouhl make them really useful, must be not
.Hdy dmmrihj fmUr.<^oo<l, hit also learned ami rcmcmberal as
iamiharly as the uIphal.K. and employed comtautly, and
with scrupulous ^.,v?r/w<,s> ,- otluTwiso. tctrhnical language will
prove an eiuMunhranee instead of an advantage, just as a
>mi of clothes would U>. if. instead of putting them on and
ii^carm^ them, you were U^ carry thoui «i,nut in y<.ur hand "
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What is said irk- Icchrucfd h.r}rt..„^c is, at l^^st. e<iuallv triio
<'\ the >7pw and rlurmcUrs by which we still further taeilitatr
the con^eyarlce oi' our ideas on .,ueh matters as form tho
Huhjeet of the present work. It is much more simple to put
d.)^^ a character which expresses a pvotusss. than to writo
the name, ur description of the hitter, hi JW. Besides, in
glancing over u mathematical investigation, the mind is
able, with great^^r case, to connect, mid understand it.s dif
fnrent portions when they are hricfly expressed by familiar
sgm, than when they aie indicated by words which have
)u>thiug i>articularly calculated to catch the a/e, and which
rnnnot even W. clearly understood without considerable
intention. Uut it must be borne in mind, that, while such
t treatise as the present, will seem easy and intelligible
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