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and oppressed at homo, they fled for refuge to this
savage wiJderness. And having thus fled, and esta-
blished themselves in little independent communities,
where they could enjoy the sweets of liberty, they
were not to be deprived of this, their second life, with-
out a struggle. And though in a few instances some
of them transcended their original rights by an attempt
to exclude others from participating in the privileges
which they justly claimed for themselves, and thus
exhibited an mconsistcncy to which human nature is
remarkably prone, yet all these things were so over-
ruled by a benignant Providence, that they eventuatedm conjunction with other causes which were at work
simultaneously with these, and which lay deeply im-
bedded m the human heart, in the total overthrow of
civi and religious despotism in this country, and the
ftnal establishment of a Scriptural and rational liberty
With which generations of men have been blessed
and which shall continue to pour its blessings upon
generations yet unborn. Yes—the undying truths which
were elicited from mind by the settlement of America
are destined to that immortality which shall live and
flourish until time shall be no more. For though the
fabric which they have contributed to raise should, by
the folly and wickedness of men, be crumbled to the
dust, these truths shall never die—shall never be for-
gotten

;
but shall live in the page of history, in the

song of the poet, and shall flash and blazon from the
eloquent tongue of the statesman, the jurist, and the
advocate of Christianity, so long as mind remains free
to act. And more than all—that Christianity which
18 destined to " cover the earth as the waters my-r
the great deep," shall difl-use these sacred truths over


