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IMPRIMERIE • NATIONALE.

In the year 1552 Francis I. first established in

the Louvre an Imprimerie Royale, a portion of

which, under the appellation of Imprimerie des

Bulletins des Lois, was in 1792 transferred to the

Elysee Bourbon, inhabited at present by Prince

Louis Napoleon. In 1795 both establishments

were united in the Hdtel de Toulouse, now the

Bank of France, and in 1809 they were finally

transferred to their present locality.

This public establishment is shown to visitors

every Thursday, and accordingly, at ten minutes

before the hour " precisely " indicated in the or-

dinary printed permission which, in compliance

mth the advice contained in Galignani's guide-

book, I had obtained, I knocked at its gate, and

walking across a court and up a staircase, I was

directed to go to the waiting-room, in which I

expected to have found a hard stool or two to sit

on, and sundry drops and slops of ink on the floor

to look at. However, on reaching the landing-

place, I was shown into a drawing-room hand-
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