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by 130, whereas at the previous election I had a majority of 300, 1 said I

would run down to Montreal on this matter. I telegraphed to Sir Geo.

Cartier that I would not consent to the arrangement, and that my tele-

gram of the 26th of July, 1872, would be the decision of the government,

and the government would be bound thereby, and would be governed by

nothing else. I wish it to be clearly understood, beyond the possibility

o? doubt, that the Canadian government had agreed that since it could

not obtain an amalgamation of the two companies before the elections

they would try to get an amalgamation after tho elections, and in such an

amalgamation they would do what was fair, in order to get Sir Hugh

Allan made president of the amalgamated company. (Cheers. ) I say

that that arrangement made by Sir George Cartier was set aside, and why ?

Because it would have killed me in Upper Canada. I telegraphed that

even at the risk of my election I would go down to Montreal and put an

end to it, and Sir George Cartier, when he got ray message, saw what

an absurd proposition it was, and there was an end to it, and Sir Hugh

Allan telegraphed back that the bargaiu H'as ended. At that time there

had not been one single word said about money subscriptions. Sir, it may

be very wrong to give subscriij kjus to election funds at all, but is there

any one gentleman opposite who will say he has not expended money him-

self, or has been aided in doing so by his friends. (Several members of

the opposition here denied the charge. ) Whether those acts had been

done by thi members themselves or their friends, money was spent

and always would be spent on elections. I don't hesitate to say—and 1

state this in the face of this house, of the country, and of the world—that

I am not aware of any one single farthing having been spent illegitimately

and contrary to law (opposition laughter and cheers) —by members oii

the government side of the house. I can tell of one mim on the other

side who spent ^26,000 ; another case I can prove of spending ^30,000,

and I can also prove cases of spending $5,000, $6,000, $7,000, and $8,000,

and when tho committee which the hon. member for Bothwell challenged

me to nati'e, and which I intend to move, is appointed, 1 shall give the

proofs. (Laughter, in which Mr. Blain joined.) I can prove the expeudi

ture of money by that gentleman (Mr. Blain) himself.

Mr. Blain—If the right hon. gentleman refers to me, I say there is not a

particle of truth in the statement. Kot one single, solitary cent came out

of my pocket unfairly. (Cheers and laughter.)

Sir John Macdonald—Perhaps the hon. gentleman has not a pocket.

Perhaps his wife has. (Laughter, and cries of "shame" from the opposi-

tion.)
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