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credidorain, qui inilii inentiti sunt. Scd ahsit lit ego Evnn^relio

iiori crcdarn, llli enini credcius, non iiiveiiio (jnoniodo possiui

etiatn tibi credere. Apostolorum enim nominn, quae ibi legun-
tur, non intur 80 continent notnon Mnnichaei. ' h3. Aug. Ibid. c. v.

Some learned Biblical Scholors are of opinion, and not witli-

out' reason, that about Twenty different Books of Scripture havo
been entindy lost. We read in Numbers xxf. 14 — " It is said in

the Book of the IVars of the Lord." No sticb Book is now extant.

In our Tliird Book of Kings (alias First) iv. l\2. It is said that
" Solomon spoke three thousand Proverbs, and his Canticlra
were a thousand and five." We have only a very sruall part of
those Books. In 2, Chronicles ix. ^9, it is said :

• Now the rest

of the Acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not written in tho
Book of Nathan the Prophet, and in the Prophecy of Ahijah,

and in the Vision of Iddo ?" Not one of these Books is now in

existence. Again, we read at tho end of the First Book of
Chronicles these words :^ " Now the Acts of David the King,
first and las', iiehold are they not written in the Book of Samuel
the Seer, and in the Book of Nathan the Prophet, and in the

Book of Gad the Seer ?" We have no such Books at the present

day. The same may be said of" the Acts of Josaphat" (2 Chron.
XX. 24), and *',Tho Book of Jehu, the son of Mnnani"(lbid), and
*' The Book of the Righteous, or Just" (Josh. x. 13. 2 Kings i.

18), and the Treatises on Plants and Animals written by Solomon
(3 Kin^s iv. 33). St. Paul directs the Colossians (iv. 16) to read
the Epistle of the Laodiceans ; and in his Ist to the Corinthians
he says •' I wrote to you in an Epistle." There are no such
Epistles now. Two quotations are piven by St. Matthew from
the Old Testament (Matt. ii. 23, xxvii. 9) which are not now to

be found in the Scriptures. St. Chrysostoin declares in his

Homilies on St. Matthew, that many of the Prophetic monuments
have perished through the carelessness and impiety of the Jews;
that they burned some, and tore others in pieces. It may be
safely said that they destroyed as n»any of the prophetic passages
as they could, which had reference to Christ, or helped to prova
the divinity of his mission.

Amongst soveral Books which were believed by many to be in-

spired, in the first centuries of the Church, we may reckon :

"The Epistle of Our Saviour to Abigaris, King of Edessa,"
mentioned by Eusebius, Darius correspondent of St. Augustine,

^t, Epiireni of Edessa, Procopius, Evagrius, St. John Daniusceixe,

and many others

" The Gospels of the Twelve Apostles, or accordirij to tlie

Hebrews."
" The Goipcl of St. Petor."
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" The Apocaiyse of St. Peter."


