
gence to the common good. If the future may be anticipated from

the past, its utility will, in the time to come, go on increasing and

widening, growing with the growth of our country, and prevading all

departments of useful and honorable occupation. An endo.vment ot

this kind is, probably, of all investments of money, that which yields

the richest returns and most surely advances the welfare of mankind.

The experience of older nations has shown that such endowments

survive changes of religion, of dynasty, of social and political systems,

and go on bearing fruit from age to age. It will, doubtless, be so

here also, and the time wil) come when the original endowment of

McGill will appear but as the little germ from which a great tree has

sprung—the spring which gives birth to a mighty rwer.

Already, through Mr. McGill and those who have followed his

example, as benefactors to this University, the English of Montreal

may boast of having created a collegiate institution, second to none

in the Dominion ; and no one who knows them can doubt that, with

God's blessing, they will carry their work forward in a degree com-

mensurate with the growth of the city, and with the many demands

of society for higher culture, more especially of those kinds which

can be made directly applicable to the spiritual, intellectual and

material progress of mankind.


