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THE DELEGATES HAD NO AUTHORITY TO CONFEDE-
RATE THE THREE COLONIES. .

.'. I will first consider the nature of their authority, and then

enquire into the manner in whioli they bave executed it.

They went to England and cause(} an Act of Parliament to be
enacted which «;reates a new Legislature for Canada, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, and confers on it all but unlimited povverto

tax the people of this Province,—a Legislature in which she is en-

tirely unrepresented. The Act trahsfers all the revenue of the

Province, with the exception of a few thousand dollars, to Canada,
for all time to come ; it gives Canada the absolute disposal of our
fisheries, railroads and other property ; and actually places our

lives, liberty and property at the arbitrary disposal of Canada.
And what was their authority for thus revolutionizing the constitu-

tion of Nova Scotia and handing her. people over bound hand and
foot to Canada? };i;r ^v:

Would any one imagine, that they claim to have taken this

outrageous liberty vvitli the rights and privileges of the Province,

upon the authority of a resolution so illiterately obscure and am-
biguous that no human understanding can unravel its meaning, and
which is drawn in a style of composition that would disgrace a
schoolboy ? And would it be believed that our whole political

system has been acteraptcd to be overthrown by men so ignorant

and incompetent as not to be able to write a simple resolution to

empower themselves to act.

Wlien we examine this resolution, which is the only authority

they had, we find it as mysteriously unintelligible as the writing on
the wall, and it would puzale the astrologers, Chaldeans, soothsay-

ers, and even Daniel himself, to make sense of it. But it pro-

nounces the doom of confederation as emphatically, as did the niys-

tei'ious writing, that of Belshazzak ; for if they had no intelligible

authority, they had no authority at all.r; .- li vil 'yf"^ff'h{^}

• Here is the resolution dated 10th April 1866. U; i^

'' Whereas, in the opinion of this House, it is desinible that a ('onfcdera-
tion of the British N. American Colonies, should take place : ;. ,^5^, rr'!:mi^-

liesolved therefore that His Excellency the Lieut. Governor be authoriz-
od to appoint delegates to arrange with the Imperial Government, a scheme
of Union, which will effectually ensure just provision for the rights and %i-
terests of this Province ; each Province to have an equal voice in such delega-
tion. Upper and Lower Canadu being for this purpose, (jonsidered as separate
Provinces."

Confederation and Union as I have shown, are two entirely

different things. The first is mentioned in the recital, but the re-

solution itself authorises a union.

This then was their authority, and being, delegates, not repre-

sentatives, they were bound to adhere to the letter of their instruc-


