
m.in .'iiirl a mere stmlcnt of liistorj, well enough to avoicl treating

the doctrinal (lucstions, even iC I were able to ilo so, w'^ieh I am
not. I propose only to eonsitlcr the exterior ct)nditionfl, the vis-

ible biilli, p;iront:iL;e, and j'oliey, of the .{{elbrni -to treat it as a

tenjporal fact of human origin—as an insurrection of the worldly

])as.sions and })iirposes of men, aided, eneouraged and established

by an extraordinary eonjunetion of worldly eircutnstaui-es, center-

in^i^ on the suil of Kiiropo in the sixt(HMith century. I believo

that it must forevern'miiin incxj^lieabh*, except it is considei'eil as

a Gerniani'' Hcvolution -a resurreetion of barbariaji pride and

ix^lilirs jitj-ainst the Divine Law and its Apo.stolie, l'aj)al, Kxecu

tive.

Wlirn I use the t(>rin politics^ I use it in its best original sense.

I am Will aware it is capable of being degraded into the basest of

trades, but I also believ(! it is capable of being exalted into the

sublin\''st of sciences. ]V)lities, the science of law, of government,

of society, (next to theolo,!iy, the science of salvation,) is the wor-

thiest studv of the created intellect. It is in this sense 1 iMidt^avor

to use it, and whoever woidil not be the mere mechanical rej)eater

of the editors, or tlu> diMnagogues of to-day, whoever scorns to

fetch an<l carry things out of other men's mo\iths, must take up

the record of the T^cformation and study it for himself, if ho would

tiuly understand the central force of our modern polities.

'rin' date of the "Reformation " is well fixed, it is the first half

of the IGth Christian century. (Some give the exact year as 1517,

when Professor Luther nailed his propositions against Tet/.el

to the gate of the great ehun;h of AVittembcrg; others iix it at

1529, when thcseccders from the Diet of Spin's, signed the J^wtext,

from which the sects are called.) It must often have struck 3'ou

as worthy of inquiry'-, why it should have begun in the IGth cen-

tury, rather than in the 14th or the 17th, or any other? AVhy it

should have begun in (lermany, and of all Germany, why first

in Saxony? These arc historical facts certainly of high interest,

but no book that I know of in our language fully annvers thcso

three questions.

Before, however, I come to particulars of time and place, I must

present the causes of the event, and I thiidc I will be able to show

you, that the shifting politics of the loth century—the singular

Btatc of European alVairs—was the natural and necessary original

of Protestantism: I think I can show you that the event would

have been much the same, if Luther and his friends had never


