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l^ied glade, and diffufes its balmy fraj^rance with the fame profufioi

in the lonely deferc, m in the policed garden, where it miniftcrs td

the delight of admiring princes. Not fo the man. His foul, formed
with a relifli for the fupcrior enjoyments of fociety, if fuHered C0

Eine in neglcAed obfcurity, lofcD its vivifying principle : its ardent bri)<<

ancyfadesi and It Ufoon deprived of all thofc valuable qualiticfl which
might render it eithet' agreeable or beneficial to mankind. Whatever,
therefore, fhalt have a tendency to remove this evil, and to open a

^eady intercourfe between thefe valuable charadters and congenial

niinds, will confer a very impor^ant blefling on mankind.
' Such Mras the general train of reafoning that fuggeiled the idea of the

prefent work : Nor does the editor fcruple to own, that the pleafure

Jhe has felt in anticipating the happinefs he may thus eventually be the

means of procuring to many del'erving perfons who are now lofl in

obfcurity, and in contemplating the benefits that will probably rcfult

Co the community at large from the revivification of fo much genius,

which now lies dormant and ufelefs, have tended greatly to incite him
to attempt the prefent arduous undertaking ; and have influenced hini

in adopting the particular form of this work, the mode of its publi-

cation, and the price at which it is offered to the public, as being betteif

Adapted than any other he could think of, for removing the incon--

vemences pointed out, and for diffiifing Knowledge very univerlUUy a-

mong thofc claiTes ^f men who are at prefent excluded from the 1h

terary circle. Its form is fuch as will eafily admit of its being kept

clean and entire till it can be b«und up- for prefervation : The time t\i^

will intervene betwe*n the publication of each number will be fo fhort^

as not to allow t|ie fubjedls treated in one to be loft fight of before an-

other appears : anfwers to queries may be quickly obtained ; and con-

teflfd diicuflions will thus acquire an intereft and a vivacity that canncf

be felt in publications that are longer delayed : Nor will thofe even in

the bufieft fcenes of life find any difficulty in glancing over the whole at

leifure hours; and the frhc is fo exceedingly moderate a.i to bring it

within the reach of even the moft cconomieal members of the com--

muhity. Thus, he' hopes that this performance will become an inter*

efting recreation and an ulcful inftruAor to the man of bufinefs, and

an agreeable amufement during a vacant hour to thofe of higher rank.

Nor does the editcu* confine his views to Britain alone. Tlie world

at large he confiders w the proper theatre for litei'ary improvementsi,

and the whole human, race, ^ cunli:ituting but une gi;eat lociety, whufe

general advancement in knowledge muft tend to augment the profperity

of all it^part^. He wiihes, therefore, to break down thofe little diftinc-

tions which accident has produced to fet nations at vai'iance, and which

ignorance has laid hold of to difunite and to render hoflile to each other

fuch a large proportion of the human race. Comtnerct hath naturally

paved the way to an atteh)pr, which literature alone could not perhaps

Jhav^ hoped t achieve. Britifh trader? are now to be found in all

pations on the globe; and the Englilh language begins to be ftndird

a« highly iifeful in every country. By means of the univerfal intdrcourfe

which that trade occafions, and the general utility of this language, he
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